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In the face of the acceleration of the deportations and the germanisation politics of German
imperialisin we have, primarily, fo propagate profetarian internationalism and Communism!

On the Co-operation of the
Revolutionary Forces of Different

Nationalities in Germany

During the last months, the new government of the social democrats and the Greens (SPD-
Griine) has accelerated the politics of the sealing off of the country and of deportation. The
minister of thie interior Schily outstripped his predecessor Kanther. He trumpeted that the
“German boat is full,” that Immigration has to be reduced “to zero,” and he accelerated and
accelerates the closing-off- and deportation laws as well as the deportation measures of his
predecessors. In this, the Nazi-supported reactionary sigoature collection by the CDU/CSU
against the SPD/Green government’s project of *double citizenship® was a welcome event for
the government enabling it to divert from its own actual reactionary polities in the spirit of
German nationalism. The effort of the SPD and the Greens to split the people declared ag
‘foreigners’ into ‘desirables’ and ‘undesirables’ have not been without effect. This is reason
enough not to got stuck in a discussion of juridical details, and instead of this te develop a
principled Communist point of view concerning the revolutionary perspective and the
revolutionary co-operation of the workers of different nationalities in Germany. This is
possible only on the basis of the recognition of tie alse existing progressive aspects of the
modern migration of nations, possible only in the struggle againstall varieties of the ehauvinist
incorporation politics carried out by various psendorevolutionary erganisations towards the
workers from other countries.

It is by no means o diversion froms the questions
conceming the co-operation of the workers of ali
nationalities in Gernuny when we start out with the
following clarification: When Lenin and Stahinproved

Reasons for the existence of a
Communist Party in every area of
work on the basis of preletarian

internationalism

Itwould be a mistake to get enmeshed in the pseudo-
paolitical details spread by the various political
departments of German imperialism and its
propagandists, On the contrary, itis necessary to begin
eur treatment of questions concerning “double
citizeaship,” Germany as an immigration counlry or
other, similar matters not in detail, but from the
perspective of the struggle against capitaliss, the
struggie foritsovertheow by the proletarian revolution.

Inan imperialist country, in an imperialist big pawer
such as Germany, the division of the world into
oppressing couniries and oppressed countries, which
already existed before the adveat of imperiatism, is the
basic srting point f{or reflecting on - as well as
clarifying and propagating ~ thefactthat the Communist
point of view is the point of view of the oppressed
toiling masses of all countries, especially the point of
view of the workers of all countries. The struggle
against capitalism, the struggle for the overthrow of
imperialismimmediately implies the stogan “Workers
of all countries, unite” as well as the slogan “Workers
of ail counties and oppressed peoples, unite!” In
general, the world-wide system of capitalism and
imperialism must be overthrown and destroyed by the
victory of the proletarian workd revolution.

fromthe Communist point of view that, on the basisof
profelarian inteenationalism, a Communist Party must
be built in every area, this was rooted very deeply in
the whele process of the proletarian world revelution,
i1 stages, developments and peculiarities. The bastc
principle is the co-oparation of the Communist Partics
in question, be it in the framie of an inlemnational
orgintisation such as the Communist Intemational or
in other forms of co-aperation,

Fromadeeper point of view, there are primarily two
reasons for the autonomous existence of a Communist
Pasty in cvery area of work:

Fiest, the lnw of theirregular economic and political
development of thevarious countries of the iniperialist
world system, Because of this faw, the developmentof
the revoiutions in the various countries wiil alwaysbe
ireguiar, notoccurring at the same time. The proletarian
revolution is, therefore, ol a simulancous act, but
instead, because of the ripening process of the
contradictions of imperialism, the world front of
imperialism wiil crack first ia the country which
represents the weakest chain link ot that moment.

Second, in order to raise the consciousness of the
majority of the working class iy ene's own country
and to organise this smjority, we need, nol only
principled and strategic e fforts, butalse ahuge amount

of tactical work. The latter can't be done without a
detailed knowledge of the history and the present of
one's “own” country or without a summary of the
experiences of the revolutionary struggles in this
couatry, a surnmary for which the Communist Party
must serve as the organising cenire.

The historical genesis of nation states
and maultination states and
the modemn migration of nations
under imperialism

It is important to be aware of the fact that in one’s
own country, there are more natiens than just one, and
workers from more than one nationality, The reasons
for this are twofold:

First, the reasons are historical, having to do witlithe
emergence and developmenton the one hand of various
mations and nation states (especially France and
England, but also Germany), and on the other hand,
states inhabited by a variety of peopies {Austria-
Hungary and the Tsarist Russian empire in the pre-
monopolist era of capitaiismy).

Second, the historical and present background of
this phenomenon is the “modern migration of nutions”
(Lenin} in the 2poch of tmperialism. The “modern
migration of nations™ is the inescapable consequence
of the imperialist robbery and oppression by
imperiadism of the peoples in the dependent countries
whose living conditions are generally so bad that the
waorking people are forced to Jeave their countries.

Leniz demonstrated that the modem migration of
nations is not only an incscapable consequence of
imperialism, but that it aiso offers favourable
possibilities for the development of class struggle:

“...only reactionaries can shut their eyesto
the progressive significance of this modern
migration of nations. Emancipation {rom
the yoke of capital is impossible without
further development of capitalism, and wit-
hout class strugpl thatis based on it. And it
is into this strugple that capiialism is dra-
wing the masses of working people of the
whole world, breaking down the musty, fus-
ty habits of lecal Hfe, breakdnt down rational
barriers and prejudices, uniting the workers
from all countries in huge factories and mi-
nes in America, Germany and so forth.”
{Lenin, “Capitalism and Worker's lmmigration,”
1913, Collected Works, Vol. 19, p. 454

Itis also anundendable fact that there is no impesfalist-
capitatist country in Westerm Europe with a purely
national working class. Rather, the workers migrate to
and from various countries, leading to a complicated
picture of the national question in all Europoan
countrics, including Germnny.

On the effects of the modern
migration of nations in Germany:
24 million cases of immigration
vs. 17 million cases of emigration
since 1955

I order to get a glimpse of the complexity of the
antional question within the national borders of
Germany, we should first talk about a fact that s
suppressed in most statistics or, if not suppressed,
never pushed front and centre by the imperialists in
their use of statistical data: from 1955 to 1997, 24
million people from other cowntries have immigrated
to West Germany and later Germany, 17 million of
whom emigrated again later o,

It is impossible to discuss the seal conditions in
Germany today without these figures and the
consequences connected with them. These numbers



show very clearly that the more than 7 miition people
presently living in Germany withouta German passport
arepart of along chain of immigrations and emigrations.
These reasons have to be understood as clealy as
possible, if wewant to draw the right consequences for
a revolutionary co-cperation.

These numbers make clear that there was a mueh
larger migration movement than is officially admitted.
The question of the naturalisation of a small part of the
T miliion workers o other countrizs of origin kiving
and working in Germany, and of the naturaisation of
the members of their families is, therefore,
quantitatively a subordinated question.

Fight the “divide and rale”” politics of
German imperialistn thoroughly!

Apast from the flight from political, religious or
racist persecutien and from reacticnary wars, the
deepest reason for the modem migration of nations of
millions and millions of people to Germany and from
Germany is the pussuit of maximal profit on the part
of the German bourgeaisie, Qutof sconomicas well as
polttical reasons, it is extremely interested in o surplus
supply of workers, to have an industrial reserve army,
an army of unemployed people.

For Goerman imperialism, the millions of workers
from other countrivs are especially important as an
industeial reserve avmy. These workers are exploited,
oppressed and persecuted in an especiadly brutal
mannge. They are threatened with deportation and are
often forced inte illegality. To a large extent deprived
of rights, the can be pushed around, throwa out of the
couniry and brought iz again when nezded.

This also serves to fan the flames of national
contradictions. The promotion of German chauvinism
is used 1o suggest that the reason Jor une miploymeant is
st to be found in the capitalist system but in the
workers from other countries, who allegedly “take the
jobs away™ from the Germiast working people.

In this sense, the German imperialists have abways
intervenad into the process of the modern nugration of
nations and have always tied 1o influence it in
accordance with their ideclogical, political and
economic interests. This can be demoastrated by the
numabers and facts conceening the various stages of the
fledgling Germanimperialismafter 19435, the detiberale
use of recruitment, deportation, opeping and sealing
off shows especiatly clearty that the question whieh
nasionalities are atiracted and wiich ones are repelied
is part of German imperialismy's larger concepl of
“divide and rufe” and has an impontant role 1o play.

Eachprogressiveworker's movement hasto struggle
right frem the start and unconditionally against all
varieties of incitement against workers from other
countries of origin. All “speeial laws” like the
“foreigner's law’" as well as “rules for additional
populations,” “immigration laws" etc. are instruments
of German imperialismto infuse the German working
class with a sense of arrogasce and chauvinisny, The
Communist Party must be the vaaguard in the anti-
imperiatist-democratic struggie for equal rights of all
people living in Germany, for the abolition of all
“fareigner’s faws” and against all inunigration limits,
against all special laws and against all tmitations for
workers withott 2 German passport.

Questions concerning
the common struggle and
the revolutionary perspective

An analysis of the present situation of the more than
7 million people living in Germany without a Germian
passport makes clear that the term “foreigner” Tunps
uptotaliydifferentproblems, obseuring these problems
thereby. Already arough summary of the nationalities
working and tving in Germaay is sufficient to draw a

Al present, more that 7.4 miilion people without a
German passport five in Getmany. From 1955
{when the recruilment started) to 1997, 24 milllon
immigrations an 17 million emigrations are officially
registered (lor West Germany). Immigration and
emigralion are distribuled as follows:'
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L In 1967, the workers from Italy were the relatk
ve majority ol all immigrants, with 23 9. Since
1973, most of the Immigrants come from Turkey,
wilh immigrants from (ex-)Yugoslavia ranking se-
cond. in 1866, 2 million working pecple from Tur-
key fived in Germany, constitrling 28 % ol af
working people from alher countries. The number
of the working people from ex-Yugostavia is 1,3
million, constitting 18 % of all working people from
other couniries. The number of the workers from
East Europe, especially Poles, grew during the
ninelies, reaching 500.000 in 1996, that is, 7 % of
all working people lrom cther counlries.” Starting
with the eighties, the number of the working people
from Asig {10 %) and Alrica (4 %} has aisc grown
and has reachied one millioh by now.

0 Of the more than 3 million gaintully empioyed
people from other countries of origin, the official
statistics registers 65 %6 as workers, and 25 % as
white-collar workers, Of those from the “main re-
cruitment countries,” the workers constitute 75 9.
The official unemployment rate of these is presant-
ly a1 20 %%, lhat is, more {han $00.000 people. The
unempioyment rate is #hus twice as high than the
one for the German working people. Government
soitrces addilionally estimale that a "quie! reserve,”
Le., unemployad people not inciuded in the official

unemployment statistics, comprises aboul one mil-
flon workers without a German passpon,

German [mpetialism Is strenglhening the craation
of an Insecure, shorl-term stalus of residence inthe
country, which is al present valid for more than one
million people. 660.00C of these are, according to
officiaj statistics, directly threatened by expuision
and deperation. The number of persens without
tegal residence (“withou! papers™} les, according to
cautious estimates of soclal assoclations, at around
Y relllicn, Subjecied Lo an especially brutal expleila-
lion are the 250.000 firm-coniract workers who are
even denled all of the rormal sccial services anc!
banelils.

O At present, more than 1,6 refugees live In
Germany, Aboul 100.000 were able to apply for
asylum in 1987. The numbers on applications for
asylum show that most of the relugees come from
East- or Sautheast Europe, with Asla and Africa
ranking secend and third. The number of asylum
seekers recoghised as refugees has dropped dra-
matically. in the eightles, the numbers lay belween
10 and 30 %, today, the rate is at 3-4 %. From 1987
o 1997, there were at Jeas! 160.000 deportations;
there were 70.00C deportalions in 1893/94 alone.
This number doesn't even include those refugees
who are deporled directly at the German border.

' The oflicial bourgeois statistics doesatinclude working poopia
whe do not afticially enter and leave tha ceunlry and whose
mavementsars thatelora nat statistically recorded.

*In addition, thare are moro than 2 milion so-calad "Aussiadles”
trom East Eurapa, persons who ate classitiod as “of German
atigin” by the German boutgeoisie.

Sourews: Daten und Faklen 2ur Aussiadiarsitualion, 17th ed:ti-
on, Bonn, March 1886, Migration und integration in Zahian. Ein
Handgtuch, Bedin, Novemtior 1997, Prass announcoment of the
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for dia SR80, Stungan 1897; Strukturdaten dhar dis susidndischa
Bavoikorung, Stutigart 1907 Widsohatt und Slansiik, Maich -
sue, 1606, T.E.T. Markeling und Werbegaseliscihafl: Dar AMarkt
dar drsi Milloran Gagtarbeiler el ihra Familian in dor BRD,
Frankiun 1934/85; Repan of tho commissioner of the Fedaral
Republic of Germany far questions concenming forigners on the
situation of foraigners in the Federal Republic of Garmany, B,
Dacambar 1997, Frankfynar Rundschay, Decomber 3, 1588, In-
stitut der deutschien Winsonalt {ed.) Avslindsr in Zahlen, Datan
und Faktan van A-Z, Colegnas 1647, Pro Asylintomet page

yuatitalive distinction. People who live in Germany
and come from Austria, The United States, France and
England account for haif a mithion people, Whenever
there bs tafk about the so-cailed “foreigner problem.”
i &5 cleay vight from the start that it is not about the
members of these nagions. This is often a point where
racisiy hecomes visible,

Although it isdifficultte prove indetail, wecaastate
with reasenable certainty that the majority of the
menbers of these nalionalities within Germany does
1ot belong to the working class. (There are certain
border regions, including pans of the French-German
berder, where the situation is different.) The question
of therevolutionary co-operation andthe revolutionary
perspective will therefore arise not primarity in
comnection with siembers of these nationalities,

The nwititaceted character of the problem also
shows ug at the other end of the higrarchical pyeamid
of the differentiation of the so-called “foreigners.”
Theseare the refugees at the lowestend of thehierarchy,
split into many nationalities. They have largely a
status of outlaws, They are deported in large numbers
by the governmenial offiees, The are the primary
targetol the terror of the Nazi gangs, They arc especiatly
people from Asia and Afviea who have fed from the
political conditions in their “own™ countries.

A second importint category consists especially of

the workers from Turkey (of Kurdish and Turkish
natienality}, bt also Croats, Serbs and Bosnians from
¢x-Yugoslavia, In numbers, they comprise more than
half of the se-called “foreigness” in Germany. This is
primarily the result of the recruitinent of unskified
workerswho have started to create their own structures
and traditions in Germany during the past 20 years,

In this, we should be well aware that the workers
who come to Germany cannot simply be counted as
part of the German working class just from “the day
after” they came here, but arebound to remaiz part of
theworking class of their countries of origin forajong
time to come. Coasidering the huge extent of
immigration and emigratios, therefore a farge part of
the workers presently living and working in Germany
has probabiy come 1o Germany only very recently and
must consequently still be considered part of the
working class of their “own” countries.

The exampie of the Turkish and the Kurdish
nationalities aiso shows that the whole matter is not
onlyabeut thestate of origin, but also about nationality.
According to the “Verfassungsschutz” (office for the
protection of the constitution), among the workers
from Turkey 40.000 peoplebelong to the revelutionary
left, and among the Kurdish populatien in Germany,
11000 are deamed to be activists of the PKK (Stern 3/
G9, p. 30). Trom the point of view of German
imiperialism, they constitute a revolutioaary potential



Engeis’s struggle against the
incorporation of the Irish section
of the First International by the
English section

Engels defined irefand as a nation oppressed by
England. He strongly abjected to the atlempt to
incomotale the ifish seclich of the First Inlernatio-
nal inle the English section. He did so for basically
two reasans;

First, on this basis it would have been impossible
to fight chauvinist tendencies ameng the English
woarkers, who already feit iike "superior beings” in
comparison with thelr frish counterpans {(Marx-En-
gels Works {Germany, Veol. 18, p. 80}, Second, this
melting of Lhe [rish section info the English seclion
would have been a direct sabolage of the revolution
in Ireland. As Engels expressed i, the frish seclions
in Engiand were “our operational base, as {ar asthe
irish workers in frefand ate concerned.” The irsh

workers in England were, under the then prevalling
conditions, “more progressive, since they tive under
mote suitalxie conditions,” and therefore, the move-
ment In frefand could be “propagated and organised
only through their medialion.” (Ibid., 5. 81)

Therelore, in cases like these, "true inlemallona-
fism must necessarily be based on an autonomous
national organisation” (Ibid., p. 80).

Experiences of the Communist
Party of France and the
Communist Party of italy

from the twenties to the forties

Cf the three million worker immigranis living tn
France in 192G, aboul 850.000 came fram Raly,
These were in part organised in the Communist
Party ol France (FCP) or in the M.OA {"Main-
¢'Oeuvre lmmigrée”), an FGP-led organisalion of
wnmigrant workers fiving in France.

From this, there emerged an altercation between
the FCP on the ene hand and the Batian Communist
Party and iis {oreign depariment on the other. The
most #nportant goal of the ferelgn department of
ihe Nalian party was the recruitment and organisati-
on of cadres for the anti-Fascist ilegal resistance in
ltaly. But the FGP pursuad the conception of admit-
fing Communist immigrants into the celis of the
FCP. Thus, a situzatlon of competition was created,

A precise assessment and evaluation of this con-
flict, using original sources of the italian Communist
Party, the French Communist Party and the Com-
munist International, Is Indispensabls for the debate
today.

{Concerning the siluallon In France of the workers
from other countries of origln at the time wnder
review, see the anicle: “Zur Frage der ausiindi-
schen Arbeftskrafl in Frankreich® in Kommunisti-
sche internationale, No 47/48, 1028, p. 2891-2504).

which - iaccording to the spokespessons of the state -
“endangers the security of the German state.” As faras
the population of ex-Yugostavia is concerned, such
fears are presently quite superflucus from the
perspective of German imperiakism - although, given
the arnied struggle of the KLA {Kosove Liberation
Army) in Kosova, the activities of Atbansan
organisations here in Germany as well as in ex-
Yugostaviaarcunder close ohservation by the German
state. The fluctuation betweaen ex-Yugoslavia and
Turkey on the one hand and Germany on the other
hand is very great, a fact hardly tepresented in the
stagistical data. The to and fro andthe two-way character
ofthe ceonomic and cultural refations to both coundsies
disproves all those who can see ondy a “here™ ur a
“there.”

From a revolutionary perspective it is clear tha,
especially for the Kurdish libertion struggle, the
large number of the Kurds iving in Germany constinttes
astreng materialand political hasis for the liheration
strugple against the Turkish state. This 15 a4 process
which, albeit in a different formi, afso enmwerges i the
Rosovo-Aibanian pepulation in Germany, conceming
the national liberation struggle in Kosova aguinsi the
Yugoslav central staie.

It is, a present at least, differeat in the cuses of
nationalities fike Raly, Spainand Portugal where these
arg 1o revoiutionary mass awovements or armed
struggles on the agenda today. Here perspectives of
staying in Germany for a long tme a much more
influential, without, however, giving up the country of
origin complately.

Adifferent probiem once againis represented by the
national minotities whe have often lived in Germany
for centuries, like parts of the Jewish population, the
German Sinti and Roma and the Sorbs, as well as the
Danish minority in Schleswig-Holstein, By lar the
largest pant of them want to stay in Germany. But
considering the growing anti-Semitism  and ant-
Gypsy racism in Germany, emigration and flight of
the Jewish population as well as of the Sinti and Ronw
can by ne means be excluded.

Baut this is another exampie of the complexity of the
situation, since, for example, the Jewish population of
Germany consists largely of immigrated Jews
especially from East Buropean countries who have
fled the anti-Semitic pogrom atmosphere there, while
another past consists of survivors of the Nazi genocide
(anid their children and grandchildren} who have lived
in Germany already before 1945, Also from the East
European cowstries, especially from ex-Yugosiavia

aned Romiania, Roma fled from the pagroms and anti-
Gypsy terror in their countrivs of origin and came to
Germany.

Even if the complexity of the situation can be
outlined here only very roughiy. one thing is chear:
Whenever the question of & common struggle and the
revelutionary perspective of the worker and the other
working people of various nationalities in Germany is
raised, it 15 impossibie w abstract from the situation in
the countrivs ot origin, fromthe decade -long migration
miovement, thedifferont pations and stazes of origin, as
well as frem guestians of age and position in the
production process,

Itizof decisive Inportanee, especiadty in the building
of the Communist Party in Gesmany, o percaive the
complexity and the big differeness and to be aware of
theirimporiunce, because otherwise our answess iothe
questions concerning the revolulionary perspeclives
witt be simplistic. 1f we want to clarify the role of the
workers of other nationadsites i theconstruction of the
Communist Party ip Germany, an important slep is a
glanee backward at e Ristorical experience, as well
as & concantration on the present experiences,

Historical and present experiences

Histerical experience shows that the preat
theoreticians of seientific Communism have given
different answersindifferens situations. Theiy answers
are lessoas that show that, on the basis of scientific
Communisa, a differentiated approach is necessary.

Inapartcular situation, samely, in Switzedland with
its three nationalities - speaking the French, the [talian
and the German languaye -, and considering the fact
that the immigrant workers theee were largely from
Fraace and laly, Lenin wok it for granted that the
couzttry should bave a CP comprising all workers of
Switzerland.

In a prison of the nationatitics such as Tsartst Russia
that had emerged and developed histericaily and was
by ne means ennched by an immigration of many
nationalities from other countries, Lenin and Stalin
struggled for a unitary CP ordented on the temitory of
Russia, preserving nationaf peculiarities. (See Lenin,
Waorks (CGerman} Vol, 10, p. 132, Vol. 19, p. 420 and
Stalin, Works (German) Vol. 2, p. 329-332).

These are miodels that we vught to know and assess,

butwe maust not apply them to schematically to other
situations.

On the other bawd, there is an example in pre-
monoepolistic capitalism that s alse important for

imperalism, namely, the question of the organisational
forms of the Irish workers in England. Engels clearly
and expressly stressed that he saw the Irish workers in
England as the basis of arevolutionary developmentin
Irefand. According to Engels, these workers should
under no circamstances simply be subjected to the
English organisational fetishists, simply being
incorporated into the Communist organisations in
Engiand thereby.

One thing emerges clearly in all these cases: the
point of departure of the reflections of Marx, Engels.
Lenin and Stalin was always the interest of the
proletarian intemationalist in the maxitmal prometion
of the profetarian world revalution and - subordinated
io this general perspective - the interests of the
revolution in every particular country,

What Engels shows using Ireland as exampie can in
our time be iffustrated and explained with the Kurdish
iiberation struggle as example. In this, we don't
overfock the nationalist tendencies moce or less
dominating the PKK and leading to the danger that the
PKK tums inte an instrument of imperiafist rivalry.

It is entirely clear that the Kurdish population in
Germany, among them the youths who were bom
here, sympathise with the Kurdish liberation struggle
against the Turkish state power and are ready to
support it materially, politically and, if need he, also
by directly taking part in the armed struggle, This
wouidbe aven truerifthe PKK had aclearly Communist
linc oriented on scientific Communism with clear
ideofogical, political, sirategic andtacticat foundations.
The demands of some pseudo-revolutionary
organisations according to which all Kurdish
revolutionaries, i they live in Germany, should
primarily take part in the building of the Communist
Party in Germany are exposed immediately as what
they actually are: reactionary appeasement, a veiling
of their ows capitulationisi line.

Whaltis at stake is not simply the question how long
sotneone has lived in Germany or whether he or she
was or was not born here. Rather, the most important
thing is aperson’s revolutionary perspective, hisor her
revolutionary clarity, his or her revolutionary
enthusiasm. Even among those born here, there are
many youths whe close ranks with the Kurdish
revolutionasies in order to take part in the armed
struggie against the Turkish state. This example
demonstrates cleasly how dangerous it would be to
exciude the question of therevolutionary perspeetive,
when it comes to questions concering the organisation
of the revolutionaries of various nationalities in



Three basic ptinciples for the
approach of the Communist Party
to the national question

Lenin stressed that In its approach to the nallo-
nal question, the Communist Parly musl start
frem the follow!ng basic principles:

“first, from a precise appralsal of the speel-
fic historical situation, and, primarily, of eco-
nomic conditions; second, on a clear di-
stinetlon betwaen the interesls of the oppres-
sed classes, of working and exploited peop-
te, and the gereral concept of national in-
terests as a whole, which implles the interests
of the rufing ¢lass; third, on an equally clear
distinclion between the oppressed, depen-
dant and subject nations znd the oppressing,
expioliating and souverelgn nations, in order
o counter the bourgesis-democratic Hes that
play down this colonlat and financlal enslave-
ment of the vast majority of the world's popu-
fation by a insignificant minority of the ri-
chest and advanced capltallst countries, a
teature characteristic of the era of flnance
eapital and imperiatism.”

{Lenin, “Preliminary diaft theses on the nationai
and colonial questions,” 1820, Collected Works, Val.
31, p. 145}

Germany.

The decisive tmportance of the
struggle against German chauvinism

The comect stance concerting the common struggle
of the workers of various nationalities iz Germany in
the cconamic, political and ideological struggle and in
the building of the Communist Party is undoubtedly of
decisive importance.

in an imperialist big power such as Germany, the
approach to the national question is toushstone for
every revolutionary Communist Party, The maximal
support of the revolutionary movement in those
countries that are held as virtual hall-colonies by
German imperialism, asislargely the case with Turkey
of, say, Creatia, is a point of departure for developing
a truly proletarian class consciousness in the rinks of
the working class in Germasny.

Of cowrse, Genman imperialism will do all and
everything in order to tun the workers of various
nationatities in Germany into tooks in its service and to
use thent for the dasiruction of the revolutionary
movement and for the accelerated exploitation in the
counteies still held in the status of hal-colonies.

Butthe mulfions of workers from other coutitries are
also an important antipole in the strugple against the
accelerating devetopment of a German chauvinismon
a broad basis, and against the systemalic cementation
of a worker's aristecracy oriented on German
nationalism, consisting of foremen and minsters whoe
feelthemselves as members of the master race, entitied
toboss around the working staves fromother countries
of origin. Without a cosvect approach 1o this guestion,
the German working ciass. the working class in
Germany can't be unfocked from the chains that bind
it to Germnan imperialism. The commion class strugpie
of the workers of different nationalities in Germany is
an important touchstone for the readiness to develop
into # revolutionary direction, to develep a raal class
COnSCiousness,

For various organisations declaring themselves
Communist, whichare inreality much mere reformust
than one would assume from their revolutionary
phrases, a favourite theme are discussions about
intermediate and ensitionat phenomena whicharen't
really at the core of the problems. It is of course
possibleto discuss dowst to the smablest detaif at which

time a youth of the third generation whose grandfather
came from Spain can be regarded or pot regarded
today as a German in the wider or narrower sense.
FromaConununist point of view, the person concemed
should be able to congribute his urher awn view to this.

Basic principles of a differentiated
approach and of the individual
adinission into the CP

in the building of the revolutionary Communist
Party in Germany, the decisive thing is to really lead
a struggle on two fronts, a strugple that, based on the
isterests of the prolesarian world revolution, correctly
promotes the preparmtion and execution of the
proletarian revelution in {ermany. This can happen
only on the basis of the maximal devefopment of the
ca-operation of the Communist Parties and
revolutionary movements in all areas of work, inorder
o overtdwow capitalisns and imperialismin the course
of the common struggle. finally achieving the victory
of the proletarian world revolution.

On the one hand, this nxeans that it must be clear
right fromthe st and uneosuditionalby that the question
of citizenship or nationality casnot play any role for
the admission into the Communist Pasty in Germany,
eamnot be a eriterion for membership.

Outhe ather hand. 1n tie admission of revolutionary
forces from other countiries into the party, which of
course has o take place individually, a series of
guestions has to be taken into account,

Here. the first yuestion is whether the comrade in
question changes party membership with the consent
aof the 7 of a sibling organisation or not, or whether
itisavace of acomrade whowanis tojoina Communist
Party for the [irst time, and whether the quastionof the
personal perspeetive was discussed thoroughly with
the comrade and the friendly sibling organisation.

Apart frons this ndividunl questios, there exists a
very importun general problem, Ttis ot admissibie to
enter inte competition with the Communist
organisations i other countries which budid foreign
depastments of their organisations here in Germany to
create ur strengthen o revolutionary mass busis for the
revolutionary, often armed, struggle in their Yown™
cowlry. Atthis point, the Conimusists who age building
the Communist Party is Germany must be particularly
madast and humble and must distinguish themselves

* by theirproletarian intemationaiism. They mustdispiay

the characteristies of Communists whe are well aware
that tiey are building e Conununist Pasty in an
imperiafist big power which strives with alf its might
10 beveme the impeiadist power number one of the
world and to subjugate other peoples and nations to an
ever iereasing extent and ever more brutally.

ltis also clear that the case of an Austzalian comrade
whu lives and works in Gernsny and wanis totake part
n the building of the Communist Party in Garmany is
completely different fromthe case of s Kurdish worker
who asks him- or herself whether to take part in the
armed straggle inthe Kurdish arcas of Turkey orin the
bui{ding of the Comanmist Party in Turkey, or whether
arnattojuin the revoiutionary perspectivein Germany.

Undoubtedly the fowest layers of the working class
wili play the largest role inrevolutionary struggle, and
therefore broad masses of people who are not German
in the classical-reactionary sense will also play an
important role in the armed strugple during the
profetarian revolution. Without doubt there will be
cxeeflent cadres in the Communist Party who
usiderstand themselves as immigeints, But primarily
waarg already able tosee thatitis hardly the expeetation
of yuick revelutionary changes in Germany that
encourages immigraats to stay here: as far as
revolutionney changes are concemed, they are at present
certainiy more likely in such countries like Turkey

from which they emigrated in the first place.

The core is to do, in a quiet and non-sensationalist
manner, the werk in buitding the Communist Party in
Germany, to fight German chauvinism inal} its typical
and less typical varieties and to show by one's whole
activity that one's own decision was primarily made o
serveproletarianinternationalism, theproletarian world
revolution and, in: this framework and subordinated to
it, the preparation and execution of the revolution in
Germany. For this very reason, in the building of the
Conununist Party in Germany there will be no
propaganda campaign, say, for the organisation of ail
werkers of Kurdish sationality within the German
party because they allegedly all have totake past in the
buitding of the Communist Party in Germany. If we
reject sucha campaign, this doesn't mean atall that we
rejectthe admission, for ashorter period orpermanently,
of workers and Communists of other nationalities
living here in Germany into our organisations in every
single case.

Basic guideline for the co-operation of the
revolutionary forees of the different nationalities in
Germany is the following:

»The Communists disdain to concenl their
views and nims. They openly declare that
their chds can be attained only by the forcl-
ble overthrow of all existing conditions. Let
tize ruling classes tremble at the Communi-
stic revolution. The proletarians have not-
hing to lose but their chains, They have
world 1o win,

Workers of all coantries, unite!*

(Mart/Engels, “Manifesto  of the Communist

Party,” Peking 19683, p. 77
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