On the relationship of the migration of peoples,
democratic right of asylum and preletarian internationalism

The imperialist world system
is the cause of the
“modern migration of peoples”

German reality: deportation of pelitically
persecuted refugees at the borders, refugees being
crowded in camps, arson attacks on asylum
scckers' housing facilities, exploitation and
enslavement of workers from other countries,
“citizens' action groups’ and “citizens’ forces”
against so-called “foreign infiltration” pogrom-
like assaults on asylum seekers, on colleagues
from other countries. German chauvinism and
racism, the unbroken tradition of nazi-fascism
bear their poisonous fruit!

There can be no doubt that the West/German
imperialistshave succeeded ininstilling the poison
of German chauvinism, racism and arrogance
into the minds of broad parts of the working
population, of workers in West Germany. This
poison serves them to disguise the system of rule
and to divert from those, who are really guilty for
cconomic crises, unemployment, housing-
shortage, pauperisation, hunger, misery and wars.
In this way they want w present a “scapegoat’. It
is West/German iperialism itself who ismainly
responsible for the fact that so many people are
forced to leave their home countries, 1o look for
shelter because of political persecution or o offer
for sale the only “property” they have — labour
power - in order (o save themselves and their
families from starvation!

Indeed, in view of the increasing unemployment
in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, bat in
other Europcan countries, too, a migration of
peoples comprising hundreds of thousands of
people who are looking for work has begun. A
mass migration of people who, according to
capitalist laws of “market economy”, that is to
say following the laws of profit, of offer and
demand, must leave their homes and —sometimes
even notequipped with basic things —setout with
their whote families to ook for a job here in West
Germany.

The reasons for this process of migration on a
new level are certainly not only the dramancal
sharpening of the situation in Eastern Furope and
the Soviet Unton. They are not alone the break
down of those regimes which pretended o be
“socialist”, but, for manydecades, inreality have
practised a policy agninst their own peoples,
against the working class under the cover of
“socialism"”, This policy was used 10 secure the
demination of o “new bourgeoisie”’. However,
the reasons lic decper, they are based in the
imperiatist system itself.

Capitalism is internationai. The workers must
sell theirlabour powerasacommodity, they must
offer themsetves on the “labour market” as a
commodity. They look for a job in those areas
where they allegedly or really get the best pay.
Hungerand extremely miserable Hving conditions
are the essential reasons for them to offer and setl
their oniy property, their labour power, omside
the home country on the markets of other
countries.

Intheepoch of imperialism, the highest stage of
capitalism, where a few big imperialist powers
have divided the werld among them, such mise-
rable living conditions are typical in countries
which are exploited and oppressed by those
powers. This is the inevitable consequence of
imperialist plundering of the colonics and
dependent countrics, of squeezing out huge ex-
tra-profits out of the working population of these
countries by the imperialists.

Whereas in the 60s and 70s labour was
“recruited” by West German capitalists mainly
from Seuthern Europe, South-Easterr Europe
and Tutkey, now there canbe noticed an increaging
immigration from Eastemn Europe as well as from
Asia and Affica.
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These phenomena of migration of the peoples
are defiberately made use of by the West/German
imperialists: )
®  They have built up an industrial reserve

army, an army of workers “willing to work”,
who are forced to sell their labour power
under most miserable conditions for hun-
ger wiges. Pointing at this “potentiat”, the
capitalisis try to bring down the wages and

to deteriorate the working conditions.

®  Moreover, the west/German imperialists
are fomenting nationalism and chauvinism,
they are inciting the woekers from different
countries against one another in order to
secure their domiration following the old
slogan of all oppressors and exploiters “di-
vide and rule!”

A A
“But only reactionaries can shut their eyes
to the progressive significance
of this modern migration of nations” (Lenin)

However the pheromena of “modemmigration
of nations” isnothing new. We only have to look
at the experience of the Iabour movemeny, to
learn how it approached this question n its fight
against the imperialisis and opportunists.

In his writings “Capitalism and Workers' Immi-
gration” Lenin wrote aiready 1913 there is no
doubt about it, that

“dire poverty alone compels people to
abandon their native fand, and that the
capitalists explait the immmigrant workers
in tiie most shameless manner.”’
(Lenin, “Capitaiism and Workers' [mmigrati-
on, $13, Collected Works, Vol. 19, paged3id)

And:

“Capitatism has given rise to a special
form of migration of nations. The rapid-
ly developing industrial countries, in-
troducing machinery on a large scale
and ousting the backward countriesfrom
the world market, raise wages at home
above the average rate and thus attract
workers from the backward countries.

Hundreds of thousands of workers thus
wander hundreds and thousands of
versis.”

(Ihidem)

In his fundamenta! work about impegialism,
Lenin wrote capitalism had reached a new stage

imperialism, inwhich the problem of the migration
of nations would intensify:

“One of the special features of impe-
rialism connected with the facts I am
describing , is the decline in emigration
from imperialist countries and the
increase in immigration into these
countries from the morebackward coun-
tries where lower wapes are paid.
(Lenin “Imperialism, the Highest Stape of Ca-
pitalism”, 1916, Coliected Weorks, Vol. 22,
page 282)

Lenin made it clear, the modern migration of
nations is an inevitable factor with the growih of
imperialism and offers new chances as well as
puts forward new tasks to organise and fight for
the unity of the working class ali over the world.
He explained:

“But only reactionaries can shut their
eyes to the progressive significance of
this modern migrationof nations, Eman-
cipation from the yoke of capital is im-
possible without the further develop-
mentof capitalism, and without the class
struggle that is based onit, Anditisinte
this struggle that capitalism is drawing
the masses of the working people of the
wirele world, breaking down the musty,
fusty habits of local live, breaking down
national barriers and prejudices, uni-
ting workers from ali countries in huge
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factories and minesin America, Germa-
ny and so forth. (...)

The bourgecisie incites the workers of
one nation against those of another in
the endeavour to keep them disunited.
Class-conscious workers, realising that
the break-down of all the national barri-
ers by capitalism is inevitable and pro-
gressive, are trying to heip to enlighten
and organise their fellow-workers from
the backward countries,

{Lenin, “Capitalism and Workers* Immigrati-
on, 1913, Cellected Works, Val. 19, pages
454/457T)

Of great importance was the stance taken by
Lenin, Rosa Luxemurg and Karl Licbknecht at
the Socialist Congress held in Stuttgart 1907
(Lenin volume 13) against marrow minded
nationalists who even demanded the prohibition
of immigration from backward countries in this
case China. This philistine reactionary nationalist
view point received a rebuff. Lenin remarked
rightly:

“This is the same spirit of aristocra-
tism that one finds among workers in
some of the ,civilised' countries, who
derive certain advantages from their
privileged position, and are, therefore,
inclined to forget the need for interna-
tional class solidarity.”

(Lenin “Internaticnal Socialist Congress in
Stuttgart™, 1913, Collected Works, Vel. 13,
page 79)

The International Socialist Congress from 1907
in one of its resolutions rejected demands from
opportunist elements that restrictions should be
placed on the immigration of workers into the
industrial countries as an “in view of the proletarian
solidarity reprehensiblc exclusion™:

“The immigration and ernigration of
workers is a phenomenon inseparably
connected with the nature of capitalism
as it is unemployment, overproduction
and underconsumption of the workers.
These means are often used to lower the
workers’ share in the labour preduct
and caused by political, religious and

national persecution they temporarily
reach abnormal dimensions.

The congress can not see any means to
remedy the possibly threatening conse-
quences of immigration and migration
for the workers, espectally not in some
economical and political special regula-
tions to restrict freedem of movement
and to exclude other nations, because
theseare toberegarded asnseless as well
as reactionary in their nature,”
{“International Socialist Congress at Stuttgart
1907, protocol, Berlin 1507, reprin, Stunigasn
1977, page 58)

Lenin, Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht
fought against the opportunist reactionaries who
tried to restrict the working possibilities for
Japanese and Chinese because they “argued™ that
these workers were backward and undeveloped.
Lenin characterised these people and the essenti-
al tasks as follows:

“The narrow spirit of secludity in the
tradition of medieval guilds, thespirit of
trade-unionist exclusivity was stronger
with these people than the conscious-
ness about the socialist tasks: instruc-
tion and organisation of those strata of
the proletariat which have not still heen
reached by the labour movement.”
(tbidem, page 81)

On the SPD party congress 1907 Karl Lieh-
knecht struggled for the application of the
proletarian-internationalist policy also in the
German Social Democracy:

“T take the opportunity to make a few
remarks as regards the question of im-
migration and emigration which has
arisen in the discussion. I would like to
draw your attention to the eminent im-
portance of this question. I have on
many occasions observed the misery of
immigrants in Germany and their sub-
Jjection to the police and 1 know that
these people have to face many difficul-
ties. Their precarious situstion is sorme-
thing for us German Social Democrats
to take note of. Right away we shoutd

devote our attention energetically to the
regulations as such as they apply to
immigrants, especially to the eliminati.
onofthedisgraceful expulsions. Itis well
knowa that fereigners who are orga-
nised in the union are deported with
predilection ...

The resolution from the congress in

Stuttgart decided the line we should
accomplish as regards the question of
expulsion; clause 3 of the minimum pro-
gramme comprises the abolition of all
restrictions which exclude certain na-
tionalities or races from the permit of
residence in this country and from the
social, political and economical rights of
the locals. Concerning this matter an
amendment had beenmade by Hungary
according to which an expulsion is to be
sithjected to the guarantee of a legal
decision. This amendment was with-
drawn after all agreed that clause 3
states the total abolition of deportation
iaws, The congress resolution demands
equal rights for foreigners and demestic
people in general also concerning the
right to stay in Germany.”
(Kat! Licbknecht, “Away with the expulsion
sword of Damocles”, from the debate which
ook piace at the international socialist con-
gress in Sturtgart 1907, taken from “Collecied
Speeches and Writings”, volume 1I, Berlin/
DDR 1983, page 72 -73)

A few years later Lenin had to go on the
offensive against the opportunisticaders from the
American socialist party because they demanded
restrictions on the immigration of workers from
othercountries, an atitude that wascontradiciory
to the decisions taken at the Stattgart congress:

“We think that one can not be interna-
tionatist and be at the same time in
favour of such restrictions”.

{Lenin “Letter to the Secretary of the Sociakist
PropagandaLeague”, 1915, Coliccied Works,
Vol. 21, 8. 428)

Lenin showed us how we should fight and
attack the racistand chauvinist propagandaof the
ruling class, how we should fight and organisc

against the inciterncnt of the working people, the
workers in West-Germany, that is intended by
this kind of propaganda
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Fight the pseudo-leftist
version of chauvinism!

In view of the massive emigration {rom the
countries of Eastern Europe, groups which
suppose to be “left-wing” often use the trick to
compare the work-secking people of those
countries with their own, allegedly progressive
political positions in order to reject these peopie
and wish them “to hell”,

It is a fact that in the countries of Easiern
Europe many decades of pseudo-socialist
mismanagementand the sell offof essential sectors
of the economy w “classical” Western capitalist
couniries have taken place. Those parties which
proclaimed to be “communist” were characterised
by moral decay. The officials who were at the
helm of the state apparatus were exploiting the
working population like the old exploiters. in
view of alk these faclyitis notastonishing that the
people who emigrate now are not revolutionary
or communist minded. Very often these people
are completely disorientated, anti-Communist
minded, only interested in getting enough to live
on and often have been out of work for a long
time.

it is also evident that the West/German
hourgeoisie tries to mobilise thase broad masses
with their anticommunist general tendency as a
reserve for fascist activities and to use them as
scabs and for keeping down wages. (In this
context the revanchist ideology of the so-called
“ethnic Germans” plays an important part. It's an
absurd story: anyone can prove his “being
German” with the heip of his prandfather's
passpart of the Wehrmacht or the S§, even if, for
generations, he has been living as a2 Pole or a
Soviet citizen, far away from every “German
tradition™.}

Incompanson o West Germany, countries ke
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Poland, Huagary, Rumania are often very
backward countries on the industrial fevel, they
are really being bled white in the actual situation
and a mood is spreading which can be described
as “it is every man for himself”. Today the most
reactionary nationakist agitators are active there,
in Yugoslavia, in the Sovict Union, in Rumania
and in Hengary,

In this atmosphere, West Gerrean union bigwigs,
the Jabour aristoceats, that is to say the better paid
and corrupted upper class of the working class,
play their wump card. It has always been thewr
credo to preach amogance against the workers
from economically backward countries. Now
they present themselves to be the big spokesmen
of the “Germans”, using a jargon whichis directed
against other peoples and everything allegedly
“un-German” — similar to the jargon used about
50 years ago. We do not want to mention here the
fascistic vocabulary of these ladies and genticmen.

Ttis important 1o unit with the colleagues from
othercountries, who have been living and working
in West Germany for a long time and who area
firm basis inthe struggle againstchauvinism, We
have 1o expose and fight the labour-aristocratic,
pett bourgeoisie spokesmen of West/German
imperialism and to forge a joint inlernationalist
front with the new arrivals leoking for a job.

In view of the fact that colleagues from other
couatries tike Turkey are ofter in the froat line in
company clashes, in strike battles and at
demonstrations, nationalist arrogance owards
them is ali the more absurd, (If this is not thecase,
it nevertheless should be made clear that every
form of national arrogance of the German workers
must also be rejected.).

When in the last few months an increasing
numberof workers from those countries— mainly
from Eastern Europe, where the struggles of the
working class are not asdeveloped as forinstance
in Turkey and where more as an exception rather
than the rule workers have gained their own
experience in the struggles even for unionist-
economical demands —, have come to West
Germany, this is no reason for arropance at all.

Totally arrogant, however, is the idea that the
immigration of workers mainly from Eastern

European conntries would destroy a strang “'class
stugghing workers' movementin WestGermany”,
Reality proves, however, and nobody knows it
better than the few bt alf the more important
really progressive and revolutionary forces inthe
companies, that a batfe-hardened “workers’
movement for class struggle” is sadly facking in
West-Germany 1oday.

It is merely true that at the moment — in
comparison with the immigration of workers
from Turkey who have been very ready to fight -
through the immigration of workers [rom Poland,
Hungary or Rumania forinstance, ne direct fresh
militant or even revolutionary forces develop on
the factory floor. :

What is to be done? Ge on uniting the
revolulionary forces in the companies, fighting
also the little and allegedly unimportant issues
againstthecapital, developing and strengthening
the idea of solidarity, enlighiening, discussing
and organising — in the struggle against all
reactionary ideas and against every German-
nationalist arrogance. The basic idea of
proletarian-internationalist solidarity, the idea of
umty beyond the borders of nationalities, musthe
brought to the forefront of these struggles.

The initiative in the struggle

against nationalist and racist

instigation must come out of
the factories

Everyday, incvery company the warkersdiscuss
about ail the questions broached:

We must fight against German-chauvinist
prejudice notonly because of the smearcampaign
of BILD and other newspapers, the virulence of
broadeasting and television, butalso inconnection
with the actually — sometimes more sometimes
less ~simmering conflicts between West German
colleagues and those from other countries,

The attitude 1o all these issues is so to speak a
totichstone how far the German colleagues are
stitl in the ideological clutches of the West/German
bourgeoisic, or how far they have already —
cmotionally as well asby their behaviour in daily

fife — spread the idea of solidarity and jeining
together beyond the bordess of nationality and
helped to pet this idea accepted.

Inthiscontext, theexperience ol joint struggles
on a smali as well as on a large scale {s of special
importance. Theidea of pvercoming nationalism
and racism, the idea of joint struggles and
proletarian intcrnationalism is often present as
seeds in those companies, where already strikes
kave been carried through. There sometimes
people start to realise — getting beyond the aims
of thedaily struggles—-thatitis necessary to shake
the basic piliars of the whote capitalistsystem, 1o
gverthrow the system of imperialism fnr joint
action.

Ttisnotastonishing thatcelleagues —forinstance
from Turkey who know and often have learned
from their own experience what political
oppression in their home country means — take
the initative mose clearly and rapidly, when, by
way of example, extremely right-wing influenced
“citizens' groups” and “‘citizens’ forces™ or open
neo-Nazi forces terrorisc asylum scckers in their
neighbourhood, ambush them or even bum their
prison-like camps and housing fucilities.

Here we should start 1o forge a united front
againstevery form of naticnal rarrow-mindedness,
against the poison of chavvinism and racism, the
joint front against the common exploiters and
oppressors!

A united struggle
for the right to immigrate
without restrictions

The right attitude to the question of the modern
migration of nationsisclosely connected with the
right attitede to the question of right of asylum.
Both questions by no means contain the same, but
both guestions lap each other. There are some
areas in whichitis not very clear, whether certain
problems havetodowith the question of migration
of nations, the guestion of people seeking for
work or whether they have also to do with
questions of politically determined persecution
of whole groups of a people.

This isevident by the Kurds who came to West-

Germany from the territory of Turkey. Onthe one
iand, indeed, they came 10 West-Germany to
look for work, on the other hand due to the
intolerable situation for the Kurdish minority in
their homeland political persecution is also a
factor.

To understand ihe problem and what itentails,
let us look a bit closer at this example:

When someone from Turkey looks for work in
West-Germany, but looks for work, because of
political persecution in his homeland he can not
find any work there and he can notlive there, then
the question is rather a “ractical” one. Then it is
aquestion of estimation of the respective situation,
whetherhe or she should register as an "applicant
for political asylum”, {until 1990 that meant not
10 be allowed to work for several years, and is
ioday long meaning overdue residence in so-
cailed “collection points” or Vcamps”, prohibited
from leaving the place, real danger of being
deporied and a heap of other oppressive measures
to boot), or whether he or she should think about
so-catled “illegal” possibilities. The result of that
actipns can lead to expulsion, to the jeers of the
criminal burcaucrats of West-German imperiatism:
“Why thenattheeleventh hourin remand pending
deportation does the refugee apply for asylam? It
can net be that in the past he or she has been
persecuted - make-belief asylum-secker!”

Inreality however the conditions forthe refugees
are s0 miserabie in West-Germany and
characierised by various restrictions, that for
marny of them, this is the last possibikity in fact to
avoid being deported at the last moment.

When it is clear, that we in the spirit of the
international laboor movement fightagainstevery
restriction of permission to work for people from
other countries seeking for work and every
restriction of immigration, and at the same time
defend the democratic right of asylum, then we
will be ideologically and politically enabled 10
track down the various traps set by the ideologists
of the West-German imperialists and to expose
them. Then we can take the offensive, notonly to
defend the “damned of this world" in her or his
right to look for work but aiso to defend the right
of asylum as democratically defined fundamental
right.



Joint struggle for all
democratic rights for the
workers from other countries

The swuggle for the right to wnhindered
immigration for the workers — a0 matter which
nationatity they are, no matter where they come
from ~ must in ary cage be connecied with the
struggle against their status where is a lack of
rights or a far-reaching limitation of their rights.
Forinstance they do nothave the right 10 voie, the
rightoresidence and theright to workis reswicted
by a whole series of limitations and conditions.
Acmally, they musgpermanently reckon on being
deported or expelled, all the more in all those
cases, where revolutionary, class-struggling
collezpues are concemned.

The West German working class must fight for
the democratic righis of workers coming from
other couniries o West Germany (no matter
whether they have come beeause of economical
and social reasons or whether they had to flee
from reactionary political conditions in theirhome
countries). Thisis the prerequisite fordeveloping
confidence between the immigrating workers and
the West German working class.

Widespread chauvinist rejection and raeist
prejudices which are in the minds of aconsiderable
portion of the West German workers towards
their colleagues from other countries can only
lead to mistrust and national separation.

The almost total kack of rights of the workers
from othercountries is ail the more s quite central
meansemployzd by the West/German bourgeoisie
0 put pressuce on them in times of increasing
unemployment and crises or in labour dispuies
and to split the united internationalist struggling
front of the workers or to undermine its
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development from the beginning,

Precisely in the clashes with capital that take
place in the factories we must unmask all
manceuvres and ali ideological arpements of the
bourgeoisic who aim at splitting the workers
because of their different nationalities. It is
important to make the workers realise that these
are attempts roade by the bourgeoisie (which until
now unfortunately often arc successful} to weaken
and gag the workers' movement against West/
German imperialism in order to stabilise the
cconomical and political power of West/German
imperialists.

Being active in this sense — propagating the
revolutionary internationalist attitude - falls on
fertile groundin the factories, although the Wesy/
German bourgeoisic has seccess with its chauvinist
inciting within the German working class and
especially within the workers aristocracy.

In the factories, in the struggles against capital
the “progressive meaning of modern migration of
peoples” becores vistbly, because the daily
experience of the mass of the working class
teaches them thatthe bourgeoisie takesadvantage
of the divisions of the nationalities and only
beyond these divisions a joint sirneggie in the spirit
of solidarity and basced on the internationalist
consciousaess against the bourgeoisie can be
developed.

Only if we fight againstchauvinism and racism
will we be able to use the progressive meaning of
the modern migration of peoples that Lenin
referred to for the joint struggle. Like every
struggle against the bourgeoisie, this does not
happen spontaneousty, Therefore we need an
aim-orientated Communist Party, which issteeled
in the struggle against imperialism and
opportunism and which carries the proletarian
class consctousness into the masses!
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Prevent deportation and mass expulsion of those
who are politically persecuted
and demand their democratic right of asylum!

Inthe last few years there has been a long debate
going en about thequestion of asylum, instgated
by the bourgevisie media, especially about the
question who is entitled to this right,

Naturatly, the bourgeoisie tries 1o prove that
“there is 1o such thing” as political persecution,
when demonstrators in Tarkey are arrested and
rormred. To back up this claim, the depariment
for foreign affairs issues information to the effect,
that in Turkey that is normal ang “torture is no
reason for asylum™.

What is taking place before courts here in the
Federai Republic of Germany, defies all
description. They try with ali their might to
restrict the conceptofthe rightof asylum as faras
possible.

Above all the reactionary jurists try o depict
the circumstances 5o, that the politically
persecuted broad masses, whether they belong to
an organisation ornot, are noteatided to the right
of politicat asylum, butoaly active “card-carrying”
members — that possibly have o present a
confirmation in writing from the reactionary
counier-revolutionary regimes that they have been
politically persecuted.

At the same time the imperialist bourgeaisie
have staried a provecation in the ideological
sphere, wheseby many honest forces whe are
active in fighting the restrictions of the right
asylum have reacted in a wrong way.

The imperialistdemagogues provocatively refer
to the formuia, whichis rightin anabstract sense,
“that not everyone automatically™ is entitled to
the right of asylum.

These reacticnary forces of course do not have
the likes of them, the counter-revolutionary
torturers from Chile or other countries in their
mind,

But they try to use the fact that the right of
asylum really is “defined” and therefore is

subjected to certain restrictions and limits and
come out against a demeocratic and wide use of
the right of asylum for the broad masses of
suppressed and persecoted working people from
other countries.

Currently the manoeuvre is pushed in the
foreground to mix together the question of right
ol asylum and the problem of modern migration
of nations and in this way to reduce the right of
asylum to absurdity.

Indeed when one thinks of the workers from
castern Eusope corning to the Federal Republic of
Germany and other western European countries,
it would be nonsensical to conceive the notion
“political asylum" in that way, that this whele
process of migration of people from east to west
Europe could be classified in this category.

Also when the greater number of these cases
does not fall within the category “political
persecution”, itisinedmissible wo simplify things
especially with two groups from eastern Europe.
One of these the Roma, who have been persecuied
and suffered pogroms, the other parts of the
Jewish population, whe have had w0 flee their
homeland and depart for western Evrope because
the anti-Semitism is growing al tremendous pace.
Under these cireumstances the right of asylam -
intheclassical sease—should and mustbe granted,

As an example of the malicious agitation against
refiegecs and people seeking for work from Rumania
the jollowing problem can be elucidated:

The malicions agitation against Rumanians is
especialiy based on the focr thar more than half of
those wlo are fleeing from Rumania are Roma. While
the reactionary-anticommunist forces in Rumania
have no reason 1o flee but stay there 1o be up 1o
mischief, the Roma on the other hand, who have been
appressed already before, are now the victims of
regular pogroms.

We musi keep thar in ntind, more than half of the
refugees and those seeking for work from Rumania



A campaign of smear propaganda and
brain-washing launched by west/Ger-
man imperialism tries to convince peop-
le that it has to be distinguished bet-
ween alleged “make-betief asylum-see-
kers" and "politically persecuted per-
sons”.

Constitutional law and internatianal
agreements are used in a mendacious
manner to bolster up their arguments,
that only those who are members of
political organisations and who are paoii-
tically active are persecuted. This re-
stricted and false canstruction is made
up for the purpose to keep down the
number of politically persecuted per-
sons as low as possible.

in reality the concept of political perse-
cution has the meaning that people are
persecuted for political reasons in a cal-
eylating manner, These reasons do not
cnly comprise explicit political aclivity
but also racist, national or cther view-
points.

Who is politically persecuted?

In Nazi Germany political persecution
meant every Jew whether potitically ac-
tive ar not.

The same applies today as regards
the Tamils, who are persecuted and but-
chered in their homeland. Or the Kur-
dish people from Turkey, who are not
even allowed do describe themsslves
as Kurds and, not so iong ago, to speak
their own language in public. They must
also live with the threat of being killed by
the Turkish military at any time. Or the
young persens from Iran, that fled du-
ring the reactionary war between lran
and Iraq on account for not be used as
cannon fodder in an unjust war. Or the
Roma from eastern Europe, who have
to suffer pogrem type persecution there.
All these people are chased, persecut-
ed, toriured and murdered by the politi-
cians from the ruling classes in their
countries in a politically calculating man-
ner not depending on whether they be-
iong fo a political organisation or not.

are Roma, they deserve our special protection and
suppori.

We want 1o make it very clear that rejugees from
Rumania often for very good reason will not tell the
authorities liere that they have been persecured as
Roma, because that world only mean for them more
persecution and special discrimination here in
Germany.

Al the same time the authorities, that have been
ordered to distribute the refugees to small villages,
iry to use only the rerm “Ruananians” and to get into
as less “trouble” as possible - which is their
bureaucratic calculation.

The annauncement alone leads to fierce opposition
from local people when they hear the word
“Rumanian”. When they realise that persecuted
Romashould be given acconumodaion in their focaliry
they found so-called “actions groups™ and their
oppasition takes on g clearly reactionary racist form.

Furthermore the reactionary regimes ineastern
Europe will in the future be confronted by a
growing “left-wing" opposition in these countries;
& progressive, really socialist orientated jabour
movement will arise and be certainly exposed 1o
political oppression immediately. Oneshouldkeep
that in mind.

Thatistrue also for other countries forcxampie
Pakistan. There it is very clear that massive
appression is combined with enonmous miscry
and a shonage of working possibilities.

Morcover inmany cases there are good reasons
that those who have been politically persecuted
want to get there families out of their homeland
and bring them to the couniry where they are
cxiled.

A proper understanding of the problem of the
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right of asylum with the question of migration of

nations and how they overlap requircs inany case

offensive arguments against any variation of the
racist and nationalist smear campaign.

Te the question of demecratic right of asylum:

No refuge for tyrants and torturers!

When the right of asylum was established as a
basic demacratie right as a consequence of the
French revolution 200 years ago it was certainly
not intended to be a right of asylum for fleeing
monarchs, who had been overthrown, and their
eniourage, but for democratic revolutionary
forces.

Thecorresponding resclution from 1791 reads:

“The people of France guarantees the
right of asylum to all those wha have
been driven into exile because of their
struggle for freedom in their own coun-
tries, For tyrants it will be refused.”

In the socialist Soviet Union at the
time of Lenin and Stalin the right of
asylum was as a matter of course ernbo-
died and defined in the constitution.
This right of asylum was not for the
despots, who were overthrown, but for
the persecuted, the “damned of this
world”.

The final draft of the 1936 constitution of the
socialist Soviet Union reads:

“The USSR guarantees citizens of for-
eign states, who are persecuted for de-
fending the rights of the working people
or for their scientific activity or for the
struggle for nationai freedom, the right
of asylum.”

Andduring the period after 1945, still underthe
impression of the Anti-Hitler-Coalition, the “Ge-
neral Declaration of Human Rights” publishedin
1948 commented on the democratic right of
asylum:

“Article 14 (right of asylum)

1. Every human being has the right to
seek and enjey the right of asylum in
other countries becanse of persecution.

2. However those who are persecuted
because of not-political crimes, or ac-
tions which contravene the objectives
and principles of the United Nations are
not allowed to clain this right.”

Here itis still obvious thatasyium for torterers,
overthrown despots, executioners, fascists and
so on does not correspond with the substance of
the right of asylum in a democratic sense.

The reactionary tradition and
use of the right of asylum in
West-Germany

If one compares this original idea with the
German Constitution cailed “Basic Law” it is
entirely clear that the real intention of the wording
in the Constitution was in the first place o
protect the German Nazi criminals and their
foliowers.

Articie 16 clause 2 states:

“No German citizen shall be extradi-
ted to a foreign jurisdiction. Political
persecutes are enfitled to the right of
asylum,”

This clause was embodied in the German
Constitution ot because of any great human and
nobie reasons and especially not in support of
freedom fighters all over the world. Even when
the right of asylum for political perseeutes was
formulated in a “neutral” way, West-German
imperialism has never acted neutral in reality.

On the contrary, the reason why this article was
so eagerly embodied in the “Constitution” was
the anti-communism of the time and the general
situation at that tme. With help so to say this
general formulated article, the fascist and
reactionary criminals for example from eastern
European countries, who wanted to cscape the
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justified revenge of the population, took their
heels and made their way to West-Gemany.
Indeed fascists, counter-revelutionaries and
wanted colleborators with Nazi- fascism from
Rumania, Soviet Union, Poland, Hungary,
Czechoslovakia poured into West-Germany. To
includethe right of asytum explicitly for this kind
of people in the German Constitution wus
impossibleaithat lime, so they changed itaround,
that & general right of asylum without the
restrictions that had been laid down by the UN
was broaght inlo operation.

In the same asticie 16 clanse 2 it is laid down
that no German citizen shall be extradited to a
foreign jurisdiction. What that really means, that
Germans who have committed crimes in other
countries shall not be extradited. In view of the
vastamount of crimes committed by Germans in
other countries during the Nazi-fascist period
with that article these people have been protected
from being brought to justice by the peoples, who
had suffered from them. That is the gist of article
{6 clause 2 and that must be made elearto all and
sundry, who defend this article as “liberal-

democratic” on the whole.

Today when the economical crises has also
seized Germany and when the concrete
possibilities have grown huge, that politically
persecuted from other countries far and wide
claim the right of asylum in West-Germany, the
West-German imperialist are interested in
repealing that part of article 16 which provides
certain possibilities of protection for politically
persecuicd anti-imperialists, anid-fascists and
communists.

Fully aware about the fact, that the German
Constitution on the whole is a weapon of West-
German imperialism to fool the broad masses,
that it protects the capitatist ownership of the
means of production explicitly and so on, and also
fully aware about the fact, that also article 16 is
contradictory, even wrong, nonetheless alf
attempts of West-German imperialism oabofish
the right of asylum must be resisted, The priority
her is definitely not questions of law or special
wordings, but the corresponding struggle and
how it will be led.

Fight against chauvinism and racism
— Long live proletarian internationalism!

Questions in the struggle against
reactionary mass mobilisation

Lebach/Saarlandisavery goodexample where
West-German imperialists fast year managed to
mobilise a relative broad mass movement of
German locals against the housing of Roma
refugess in their area. Herce it is plain to see how
it functicns:

The news from the majoc’s office, not to speak
of the whispering campaips, in a rural area, in a
small village or town, that 500 or more asylum-
seekers are o be housed in their area regularly
sets in motion 2 whole chain of events.

In a sneaky way, on the onc hand “anger” is
stirred up and at the same time a shrug of the
shouider policy is practised that “it is out of our
hands™ and the ones at the top were responsible.

With what in mind a definite mood is generated
and encouraged.

Additional measures and announcements
{“Footbali training is no longer possible, the gym
is occupied™, “there arc no woman amongsi
them, they are all young and single, they wili be
after our women”} enly make the mood more
tense, and very soon asituation is reached, where
the “respectable citizens™ according to his or her
mentality form cither a “militia” or a “citizens
committee” and inebriated, incited forces throw
stones and incendiary compounds.

Where injuries or even deaths have been the
resukt of such activities, and after the refupees
have left this “hospitable™ scene in a hurried
manner, then is the “peoples rage” exalied. An
example is made, a “victory” is achieved, the
genaine democratic forces have kept their mouth
or have been quickly shoved to the side.
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The consequences of such a “victory™:

Theideaof proletran internationalismrecedes
more and more iato distance, reactionary tdeas
are sirengthened by such actions. The West-
German bourgeoisie has chalked up another
victory, the can go on ~ referring to this kind of
“peoples anger”— rail-roading through restrictive
taws and measures under the pretext “safeguards
for the population”.

Especially repugnans ase such developments as
“citizens initiatives” where Roma from eastern
Buropeare affected. Overtracisthatecampaigns,
direct continuation of Nazi-propaganda against
“gypsies”, which jed to the extermination of
500.000 Cinti and Roma, manifest themselves in
the open; the few demonstratioas that take place
to show solidarity lack rcal power. Nevertheless
their value should not be underestimated, they
should be supported ard encouraged.

In places where reactionary “citizens initiati-
ves” are organised against asylum-seckers
following practical principles could be adhered
to:

*  Eveninthoseplaces where itlooks asif the
protest from the “local people” isa seemin-
gly legitimate matter (for example no pos-
sibilitics to train in the gym) one thing is
inadmissible underall circumstances: Sim-
ply toswint witl the current, todoasif the
“protest’’ apainst such measures were as
such quite legitimate and to ignore the
tangible connection with the reactionary
cheayp propaganda,

*  On the other hand it also false, clumsy and
detrimental 10 close one’s cyes to any
worries and any fears categorically. Natu-
rally one has to try to isolate thereactionary
agitators from their fellow-traveliers when
the possibility arises.

To counteract false opinions, a detailed
campaign - as concrete as possible and as funda-
mental as the situation allows — with cern
actions, leaflets, posters and other methods must
point out the foliowing decisive arpuments:

Only by working together with the refugees
can the concrete problems onthe scenc be grasped,

only under the sign of solidarity, when real
contacts between the refugees and the young
persons in the village, in the town or in the city
district are established, when the biography of
individual refugees is known, one will be able 1o
organise the concerted protest against untcnable
conditions, which in the first place concem the
refugees and in the second place —if thatis true —
the so-catled “locals™.

Only in this way and only tegether with the
refugees can the reactionary provocation’s from
government agencies and offices be thwarted,
canthe plug be pulled on the reactionary agitators
and at the same time be made mostof the situation
for potitical instructional work and discussions
about the causes of misery in the world and the
reasons for racism and nationalism.

A nation that oppresses
other nations can not be
free!

The ideclogical and political struggle against
the flood and currents of German chauvinism
isnotonly in the interest of the freedom fighters,
of the politically persecuted refugees, the
iobseeking people from all over the world, but
especially in the interest of the enlightenment
and education of the German workers and the
working population at large.

The more and more massive efforts wowards
racistblinding of the working popuiation, towards
indoetrinating shem with a feeling of superiority
againstpeoplefrom othercontinenis, from Turkey,
Sri Lanka, Eastern Europe etc., the attempts of
instigating them against political refugees from
other countries in arder (o divert from their own
exploitation and oppression, to present them a
scapegoat for that and to get them ideologically
into the right mood for wars to come against
other peoples, all that actnally makes any real
progress in class struggle here in West Germany
impossible. The armed struggle of the proletariat
to overthrow West/German imperalism in the
socialistrevolution, to smash its state apparatus,
the cstablishment of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, the participation in the proletarian
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world revolution are completely ont of the
question, as long as such a chavvinism
predominates.

Itis the hard truth that under the pressure of the
fascist and racist agitation the majerity of the
population foinsinthecheirof the alleged “foreign
infiltration”, the alleged “stream of asylum
seekers” and similar things. Today it is all the
maore urgent (o0 oppose @ real but completely
different stream, that is the sfream of German
chauvinism. In this comtext those positive
cxamples are all the more valuable, where genuine

indignant parts of the population fight this
chauvinist stream side by side with the asylam
seekers,

This is the onty way to advance on the road of
the destruction of world imperialism together
with the workers, the peoples of the world. On
this long, winding and difficult, but only possibie
way to reach this aim itis the task of the working
class to maximally support one anaother, in the
sense of proletarian internationalism, in the
struggle against world imperialism, for the
proletarian world revolution.

No slaves below us, no masters above!

When the peoples speak for themselves, they will soon agree!

Long live proletarian internationalism!

Death to German imperialism, revanchism and militarism!

Extracts taken from: “Gegen die Strémung”, #
57, which was published in Qctober 1891 and
fransiated into English in November 1958
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.. here’s where you can get:

works of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Staiin - available in different
languages,

writings of communism and the Communist International -
available in different languages,

revolutionary working-class novels,

ir antifascist and anti-imperialist literature,

# literature and material for the struggle against racism, anti-
Semitism, racism against Cinti and Roma people, aganist
German chauvinism and naticnalism,

% literature about the history of the German workers' move-
ment and about German imperialism,

%% regular publications and manthly published leaflets by “Ge-
gen die Stromung” - Organ for the building of the Revolutio-
nary Communist Party of Germany,

# “Buliletin-Information for revolutionary and Marxist-l.eninist
forces of all countries” which contains excerpts and synop-
sis from the publications by “Gegen die Stromung”. It
appears quaterly and in Turkish, French, English, Spanish
and ltalian.

% Possibility to browse and discuss, and a lot morel

Koblenzer Str. 4, 60327 Frankfurt//.,
Fax: 069- 73 89 72, E-Mail: Bul.aGDimi@aol.com

Open:
Wednesday - Friday 4:30 pm - 6:30 prm, Saturdays 10am - 1 pm
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays
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