Information for revolutionary Marxist-Leninist forces of
all countries

Building of the Marxist-Leninist Party of West Germany: October - December 1991

Appears quaterly in Turkish, French, English, Russian and Spanish

In October 1991 "Gegen die Strémung" published the leaflet:
Hazis are doing the work of the CDU/SPD/FDP/the Greens, who have long
proclhimend a policy of "deterrence”: POGROMS!

The leaflet was distributed in many West German cities (Frankfurt, Goettingen, Cologne, Stut‘gart) and Degins
with a list of murders tat least 15) carried cut by nec-Nazis since December 1990, as well as attenpted nurders

and pogron-like attacks since September 17, 1991, The laaflet hegan:

"After state organs, media and all political parties in Bonn propagated a
policy of '"containment by deterrence" against asylum seekers, neo-Nazi
forces in the FRG made arson attacks on over 100 asylum-seeker housing
facilities in the last few weeks."

But in the town of Hoyerswerda i: wasn't just that a new level of <error was reached ig the gcope of Nazi
actions:

"For the first time, with the approval of the most reactionary portion of
the populace, public housing facilities of asylum seekers and male and
female workers from other countries were openly attacked by Nazi murder
gangs for five days long...That can only truly be described by the word
pogrom. "

Cther central points of the paper ars:

#* Police on the side of the Nazis!

Not only because they beat demonstrations of anti-Nazi forces with brutal vielemce. It is also important fo see
that '

"...the German police daily deport entire families of asylum seekers
without the least scruple - often directly into the torture cells of
fascist secret police in countries like Ghana, Turkey, India, etc."

¥ Fight state and neo-Nazi terror!

"As much as Nazi pogroms are momentarily in the foreground, the primary
form of terror against asylum seekers remains state terror...Beyond that,
Nazi gangs don't act completely independent of the state apparatus of
West/German imperialists: they are tolerated, nourished, promoted by
them...The struggle against the Nazi gangs as well as the terror of the
state apparatus must be conducted more energetically!"”

% Argue where possible, strike where necessary!

"There's no room for discussions and persuasion against Nazis in action.
These murderous gangs must be dealt with rigorously and without any pity.
Self~help aganist Nazi terror must be organized with every strengh,
everywhere where Nazis appear."

Excerpts and synopsis from the publications by *‘Gegen die Stdmung’’- Organ for the




— T - o . Finaily, the paper says

& mars comorehensive articie on thig subjes
appearas mtanerus> in the Detober, 1991 issyl "Tt is a question of making
of “Gegen die Stromung ', No. 57 (24 pgl: conscious that the 'modern

"ON THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE TMMIGRATION OF migration of the peoples' 1is a
PEOPLES, THE DEMOCRATIC RIGHT TO ASYLUH ARD consequence of the imperialistic
PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISH" exploitation of all peoples by a

I, The imparialist weric syster iz the gauge ¢f few imperialistic great powers.
the “mofern migration of pegpies” Above all it's a question of

i1, Prevent daportation and mass expulsion of declaring war against this entire
oolitinally persecuted refugees who claim their system based on exploitation and
denocratic right o asylun! oppression of the proletariat and

[, Fight acaw* chauvinism and racism - Lgns other working population...Workers
Live Prolerarian [nternationalism of the World Unite!"

The November leaflet
The development of the SED (Socialist Unity Party of Germany) ~ A Part of
the ‘German misery’

dealt with the history and the development of this parey:

"The history of the SED is of the highest significance for all
revolutionary and communist forces. For the increasing wave of anti-
communism can't be fought without complete clarity regarding the
developmental stages of this party. It promised in 1945/46 to assume the
heritage of Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Liebknecht and Ernst Thaelman, the
heritage of Frederic Engels and Carl Marx, and it ended with Honecker,
Krenz, Modrow and Schalk-Golodkowski."

The leaflet begins by distancing itseif from a false methol of judging the nistory of the ik

"We cannot simply judge developments by their results from our viewpoint
today and simply condemn the SED lock, stock and barrel..."

Hith the difficult situazion of the KPD {Communist Party of Germany: ir 194 in mind, the leaflet emphasizes:

"Those, who after 1945 set out to use the defeat of German imperialism to
create a democratic, anti-fascist, peaceful Germany, to set out on the path
of a socialistic Germany - those were the best women and men the German
working class and working population had. All that cannot be forgotten, we
respect all of that and we defend it. We won't let it be stamped into the
dirt!...But to be just to the tradition of Marx, Engels, Luxemburg,
Liebknecht and Thaelman, it's also necessary to practise an unsparing
critique on all failures and mistakes made at that time."

Regarding the original situation in Garmany after 1945, it continues:

"The resolutions of the Potsdam Agreement were decisive outlines for the
creation of a democratic Cermany in which the Nazis were justly to be
oppressed... To do away with German militarism and Nazism it presented
basic anti-fascist tasks in economic, political and ideological areas."

The situation of the communists in Germany was as follows:

"On the one hand a historic chance presented itself - participating in
state power in the Soviet Occupation Zone - a rigorous anti-fascist and
democratic struggle with the long-term goal of erecting the dictatorship of
the proletariat and to lead the building up of socialism.

On the other hand, the situation was characterized by so many
particularities, that a simple continuation of the line of the
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of the KPD from bhefore - N
1945 or even from 1933 A )
wasn't possible. The ﬁ;;gﬁl :
danger in this way of E%&&;; . - ; eineo
revision of the principles | . .. e OEVELOPHENT OF THE SED FRON 1946 10 1956", 3t
of proletarian revolution | ©.°.0 faligwing Tepice were discussed:
was especially large. fTre vLail of the Central Dommitres of a2 (P qf June, 133"

The task of communists Y Tne Prisgam Agreement
was  then, in  genuine * The Founding of the 5ED
struggle against both Y The ‘Special German Path' to Sscialisn
deviations - aganist Y The Fioht dgainzt Nazy ldeclogy
schematism and against the Y Pegarging the Cnaracter of State Power in the Soviet
revision of principles - Cecupation Zone/GDR
to correctly apply the ¥ Living Tongitions in the GOR
principles of Marxism- Y The 1Tth of July, 1953
Leninism to the special 't & Jeeper Struggle Against German deslogy
conditions of Germany PhooLetters and Critiques from Reasers in West Dermany. Hes:
after 1945..." Bariin ang the ox-5OR

in this odservation of the development of
the EPD or SED berween 1345 and 1956, the

leaflet highlichted ir form of theses as essentially nositive that

* "... in the Soviet Occupation Zone the resolutions of the Potsdam
Agreement were fullfilled in their basic points or were at least
attempted.

¥ ', .the works of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin were published. .

* '...sprouting seeds of socialistic demccracy and economy  became
visible..

-3

ne paper named as main oritical points <hat

"...the KPD/SED abandoned itself to the sham that the majority of the
people in the Soviet Occupation Zone - and later in the German Democratic
Republic - already stood on their side. But in order to reach the
reacionarily incited masses, they made foul concessions to deep-rooted
nationalistic ideology..

" §

.as a consequence' the idea of the necessary and ]uStlfled
dlctatorshlp over the Nazis was given up, resultlng in the dilution of the
concept of the dictatorship of the proletariat..."

.thus neither a wide soc1allstlc democracy nor critique and self-~
crlthue could be developed..

The 1eaflet continues:

"A false line developed from initial mistakes and failures of the SED,
which finally led to revisionistic betrayal”.

The paper makes clear whersin one of the greatest crimes of the revisionists of the SED stood, namely:

"For decades they discredited socialistic and communistic ideals in that
they presented their bungled copy of western imperialism as 'socialism'
Their lack of principles ended finally in the sell-out and the delivery of
the GDR to West/German imperialism."

inoconclusion the leaflet enphasizes the recessity ﬁ evaiuaring the experiences of the zommunist worker
novenent, including the experiences of the KPD and SED after 1946:

"Only through such an evaluation is it possible to proceed strengthened
out of a defeat into the ideological struggle as well as to stand up
against the imperialist anti-communists and their revisionist brothers.
Only such an evaluation can illuminate our way to the proletarian
revolution, to toppling West/German imperialism and to establishing the
dictatorship of the proletariat."




In view of the tough, censor-like attitude of media reporting about neo—Nazi
attacks, "Gegen die Strémung" published this leaflet in December, 1991:
"Spontanously' the bourgeois lies are accepted:

Break through the power of the bourgeois media!

The issue begins by making clear that the West/German imperialist media:

" . .is a solid component of a reactionary capitalist-imperialist systenm,
serves it and has above all the function of securing this exploitative
system. ..

While the military...together with the police and justice stystem is
responsible for the oppression of all those who defend themselves against
this system, more than a hundred thousand editors, journalists and news
agencies together with their almost technically perfect equipped apparatus
are daily engaged in the forefront."

Further, conceraing the different department of the West/German media arny

"They all are directed by ten to twelve large publishing houses, printed
in their presses, provided by them with advertisements and distributed.
That leads to, with remarkable agreement, really like upon command, that
certain basic events in their core are presented absolutely the same and
absolutely false.”

) furcher core point is formulated in the paper:

* Pyt an independant communist media up against the bourgeois media lies!

"It's apparent in every country in the world how, in critical situations
in the class struggle, television and radio media, newspaper editiors and
presses are the central points which are protected by the military - or
occupied, when there's a power struggle between two ruling cligues - and
immediately used. It's also apparent in every country in the world that in
intensified class struggles, the communist press is forbidden by the ruling
bourgois class. The Communist Party then must and will find clever legal
and illegal possibilities of exposing the bourgeois media and of explaining
the tasks of revolution...

The working class in its struggles 'spontaneously' feels that this system
isn't 'their' system at all, but will always 'spontaneously' be taken in by
bourgeois ideology, for the simple reason . that this ideology is more
various and especially because it has a more widely branched and well
organized network of distribution than communist ideology...

So that the working class is really made conscious of and organized for
their very own cause, the socialist revolution, a gigantic battle is
necessary against bourgeois ideology, against the bourgeois media and its
influence on the minds of the workers...There must be a class struggle for
the minds of the workers and other working peoples, a civil war on the
battlefield of ideology."

Finally, the leaflet says that the Communist Parry requires a well-equipped central organ in this battle. one
that

Yoarries a socialistic consciousness into the fighting working class,
exposes the bourgeois media and declares war on them and the entire
condemned to destruction imperialistic world system!"

iDmcker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redakieur: K. Klimlkeit, Koblenzerstr. 4, 6

0 Frankfurt / Main
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Information for revolutionary, Marxist-Leninist forces of
all countries

Excerpts and synopsis from the publications by *‘Gegen die Stdmung™’- Organ for the
Building of the Marxist-Leninist Party of West Germany: january - march 1992

Appears quaterly in Turkish, French, English, Russian and Spanish and Kurdish

In January, "Gegen die Strémung" published the leaflet:
"Why West/German Imperialism Recognizes Croatia®

The leaflet begins by naming the actual reasons for the recognition of Croatia:

"The concern here is singly and solely imperialistic power-politics,
spheres of influence and the right to exploit the peoples of Yugoslavia.
Anything else is pretense and pure hypocrisy... The recognition of Croatia
marks a decisive point in the policy of agression of West/German
imperialism."”

And even if the outcone of the nationalistic slaughter can't yet be foreseen,
"the losers are already certain: the peoples of Yugoslavia.”

A separate section documents the crimes of Nazi facists in fugoslavia: they murdered 10% of the Yugoslavian
population until the Nazis were utterly defeated by the Yugoslavian People's Liberation Army, the Bulgarian
People's Arny and the Soviet Red Arny, who suffered great losses,

The leaflet continues:

"... The war in Yugoslavia was unqguestionably desired and incited by
West/German imperialism. It cleverly understands precisely in Yugoslavia
how to exploite national prejudices and contradictions and how to incite
national conflicts and discords exploiting them for its own purposes and to
its own advantage."

In the section "The Fifth Column of West/German Imperialisn”, its methods are explained nore precisely:

"West/German imperialism stirs up national conflicts, exacerbates them to
national hatreds and observes with great satisfaction the breaking up of
multiple-nationality states into "'bite-size pieces”. They often help
themselves to the 'grandchildren' of collaborators with Nazi facism and...
reactionary portions of so-called or actual 'Cerman minorities'...

These groups, courted and financially supported by West/German
imperialism, are frequently contaminated by a reactionary hyper-German
body of thought and are intended to serve West/German imperialism as a
base and reserve for its all-round advance towards the East..."

The leaflet documents atrocities of Ustasha Fasists in Croatia, who, supported by the Nazi facists, founded the
"Independent State of Croatia" on April 10, 1941. It was the only German-occupied country which carried out the
nurder of its Jewish population mainly under its own direction and in its oun extermination camps. The leaflet
continues:

"Two counter-revolutionary movements face each other in Yugoslavia
today. The two main adversaries are the Greater Serbian chauvinists, after




the model of the monarcho-facistic Chetniks, and the Croatian nationalists,
who link onto the tradition of the Ustasha facists..But indeed, these two
forces don't stand alone. They are the playthings and implementing organs
of imperialist great power interests."

The section °fasks and Perspectives® concludes:

"t would be completely wrong, whether in Yugoslavia or any other East
European country, to take sides with either reactionary opponent... The
peoples of these countries will rise up violently against ‘'their' reactionary
counter-revolutionary leaders sooner or later. They will band together in
this fight...only in the struggle against nationalism, against the splitting of
peoples, can the policies of imperialistic dismemberment be fought... The
long-term plan of struggle can be nothing other than the revolutionary
transformation of the entire hitherto existing social order...

Our task will be to vigorously support all revolutionary forces in this
country as in all others; to unrelentingly denounce the world-wide
activities of West/German imperialism... and to develop the political force
necessary to lead the struggle more massively than ever..

The February Leaflet is entitled
The Wannsee Conference of 1942 - REMEMBER EVERYTHING!

By way of introduction the leaflet stated:

"50 vyears ago on January 20, 1942, Nazi-fascist executioners, the
henchmen of German monopoly-capital, met in a Berlin villa to co-ordinate
and perfect the already-begun genocide of the Jewish (and Sinti and Roma)
populations of Europe. A historic world example should be and was made.
The factory-like, industrial murder of entire peoples - that was the plan!"

There follows a description of the "normal” cruel terror of the Hazi facists: prisons, concentration canps,
pogrons, nurder by firing squads, starvation and forced labor in countries occupied by Nazi facists.

Nevertheless this kind of murder is different than the murder of Jewish and Sinti and Roma populations:

"It's the uniqueness of a genocide that was state-ordered, industrially
organized, bureaucratically managed and cold-bloodedly carried out with a
Prussian mentality."

* A New Stage of Terror — The "Industrial” Murder of Entire Peoples!
The leaflet expressly accentuates that:
"Nazi dictatorship is the open, terroristic dictatorship of financial capital."

At the same time, the leaflet stresses the necessity of fighting against the vulgarization of this absolutely
correct conciusion of the Communist Internationmal:

"The system of arbitrariness and mass terror, as trademark of the Nazi
facist dictatorship in itself, shows that not every measure of the Nazi
regime can be explained as resulting directly out of finance capital
interests.

The over five million Jews from all occupied countiries and additionally
half a million Sinti and Roma, were not murdered ijust to break the
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. o istance put up by them...Sure

In HMarch, 1991 appeared simultanecusly “Gegen Tesis . .

die Stromung” Ho.59, 40 pg. with the folloning that they were also killed in order
to rob them of their money,

themes: ;
* A Docusent of the Struggle Against the posessions and property...

Revisionist  Counter-revolution:  "Programmatic
Declaration of the Revolutionary Comaunists of the
Saviet Union (Bolsheviks) of 1966 (extracts)

¥ Take the Socialist Soviet Union in Times of

But neither pure economic profit
interest nor concrete military needs
can satisfactorily explain why...
, ; particularly in the years when the
Lenin and Stalin as an Exarqple! ; military defeat of the Nazi regime

¥ Learn  from Their  Struggle  Against became ever clearer why it was
Bureaucratism and Revisionisn! that the Nazi exezutioners

* How Can He Explain the Khrushchev .
Revisionists’coning to power after the death of ?;’:t%?;fgketobar:?srﬁer humans on a

§talin?

¥ Nazi Genocide - Also a Threat of German Imperialism for the future!

The systematic policies of genocide took place in the deeper-lying and
long-term interests of the actual power centers of the Nazi regime, in the
interests of German monopoly capital, of German imperialism, which showed
the peoples of the world what it's capable of doing...the system of
Auschwitz as a monstrous product of the world system of imperialism, as
self-creation of German imperialism, serves today more than ever as a
threat to all peoples of the world.

For International Women's Day on March 8th
Clara Zetkin - For the Rights of Women of the Proletariat in the Fight For
Communism

The leaflet introduction describes the worsening of living and working conditions of proletarian and working
woren in West Germany. It continues: :

"On March 8th, precisely all those directly or indirectly responsible for
the worsening situation of women hypocritically raise a hue and cry,
proclaiming they are for the equality of women and against their being
discriminated against: they are female politicians of bourgoise political
parties, specialists of the labor unions, representatives of various so-called
'womens' organizations', ete... It's clearly no coincidence that one of the
true pioneering fighters of women's equality, the firmly dedicated
communist Clara Zetkin, is ignored. For Clara Zetkin proves that there is:

* No True Liberation of Proletarian Hosen Under Capitalism!
The leaflet clarifies that even the most far-reaching demand for political equality

"does not abolish either private property of the means of production nor
the class contradictions between bourgeoisie and proletariat; nor does it
remove the causes of econonic dependency and exploitation of the immense
majority of women and men by the minority of women and men of
property..."” (C. Zetkin)

Even with the greatest successzes in the struggle for a formal equality
within capitalism, working women will be exploited and oppressed."”




The leaflets expressly emphasizes that:

"The victory of the proletariat by means of revolutionary mass actions
and civil war is impossible without the purposeful and unerring, ready for
any sacrifice, fighting and dedicated partipation of women from workaday
peoples...

- But as long as women and men workers don't fight together against their
common enemy, the imperialistic bourgeoisie, they'll never be able to
achieve a decisive victory in this great struggle."

L separate section contains an excerpt from the "Documents of the First Party Conference of "Gegen den Strémung”
(4) - Report on the Discussion Regarding the Programmatic Resolutions of the First Party Conference".

% "Ho must destroy the old "male standpoint” down to its last, finest roots
- in the Party and in the masses.” (Lenin in conversation with C. Zetkin)

“This means female workers themselves must fight and overcome their lack
of self-trust and their passivity, particularly in political work... Workers
and especially communists must fight and discard their arrogance towards
women... Our communistic work includes a large portion of educational work
among men..." (C. Zetkin)

The leaflet continues:
% Only Communism Brings Real Liberation of Fomen!

"The origin and development of opression of women is closely linked with
the origin of private property of the means of production, with the
splitting of society into classes and with the origin of the state as tool of
the ruling exploiter classes for holding down the opressed classes.

All exloitive societies till now have been characterized by a special
exploitation and oppression of women...Only with the overthrow of the
imperialistic bourgeosie in a proletarian revolution, with the violent
demolition of the state apparatus and the installation of the dictatorship of
the proletariat, will preconditions be created to systematically fight and
eliminate oppression and unequal treatment of women..."

And the leaflet concludes:

"First with communism, after the abolioshment of private property of the
means of production, after the elimination of the exploiter classes and the
disappearance of the remaining class contradictions, will the disadvantaging
of women be completely eliminated."

WORKERS OF ALL COUNTRIES, UNITE!

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redakteur: K. Klimkeit, Koblenzerstr. 4, 6000 Frankfurt / Main




Information for revolutionary and Marxist-Leninist forces
of all countries

Excerpts and synopsis from the publications by “‘Gegen die Strémung’’- Organ for the
Building of the Marxist-Leninist Party of West Germany: April - June 1992

Appears quaterly in Turkish, French, English, Spanish, Russian, Serbo-Croatien and Kurdish

In April, the following leaflet was published by "Gegen die Strémung":
A Nazi criminal and his career: Nazi officer - Official of the revisionist SED
(Socialist Unity Party of Germany) - Top-level Social Democrat politician
What the “Just Case” shows us

The leaflet begins with the following:

"It had leaked out that Just was a volunteer in the Nazi-Wehrmacht when
German imperialism attacked the Soviet Union; Gustav Just participated in
the murder of Jewish prisoners, stately organized by the Nazis in the
USSR. The circumstances of his resignation says a great deal about the
way Nazi War Crimes are dealt with by the press of West/German
imperialism: they systematically play them down or hush them up
altogether. But these circumstances also tell us about the way the SED
supressed and hushed up the Nazi crimes in the Soviet Occupied Zone and
the GDR."

A few examples illustrate the continuity of the personnel from Nazi fascism to
the system of West/German imperialism:

"The representatives of German monopoly capital, Kcrupp, Abs, Flick .and
consorts - after 1945 they continued where they had left off before 1945...;

Globke - co-author and commentator of the Nuremberg 'Race Laws' and
later State Secretary under Adenauer and top-ranging CDU politician...;
Kiesinger - head of the Nazi propaganda department and later West German
Chancellor...; Filbinger - a Nazi judge and later Prime Minister of Baden-
Wurttemberg...;, Schleyer - an SS member and Heydrich's right hand in
Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia, and later president of the West German
'Association of employers'...; H.J. Vogel - as a sergeant of the Nazi
Wehrmacht in Northern Italy he hunted antifascist partisans and later was
a. 0. Federal Secretary of Justice and until recently chairman of the SPD...;
Richard von Weizdcker - captain of the fascist German Wehrmacht and today
president of the West German state...”

#* The "Just case” - Also used as a ploy to divert attention from the
rehabilitation of Nazi criminals in Fest Ger any !

"It is intended to be hushed up that there was a qualitative difference in
the way Denazification was carried out in the first years after 1945 in the
Soviet Occupied Zone/GDR on the one hand and the Western Occupied
Zones/FRG on the other. "

Then, a separate paragraph entitled “The SED and Denazification: Merits -
Histakes - Betrayals” emphasizes that the great successes in Denazification
achieved in the first years after 1945, under the control of the Red Army and
with their crucial support, must be defended against all slander and lies.




Under the heading "“Expose the mistakes in Denazification in the GDR", we
document a declaration of the SED executive committee which, already in 1945,
recommended to grant an amnesty to former members of the Nazi party with the
exception of those serving sentences. Under the headline "The SED betrayal of
the Antifascist Struggle” the leaflet states clearly that the efforts of high
SED functionaries such as Pieck and Grotewohl for the release and pardoning of
German war criminals imprisoned in the Sovietunion in 1956

".. was an outrageous lack of character and a milestone on the SED's
path to a total loss of morals".

The taking over of the revisionist line of the 20th Party Conference of the
CPSU by the SED

".. paved the way for a transformation of the SED into a revisionist
party being completed in the 1960s. As a result, old Nazis were ever more

unscrupulously appointed to important offices in the state apparatus and in
the SED itself."

Further topics of the leaflet are:

# In March alone three more murderd by neo-Nazi gangs! Don't underestimate
the Nazi forces!

* Soplidarity with the justified struggle of the Kurdish people!

The May leaflet is entitled:
The working class in West Gers

any won't be ready to resign to the capitalist
system!

The leaflet begins with a few highlights from the struggles of the proletariat
and the other working population against the increasing worsening of their
situation (a. o. the token strike of 50,000 steel workers for a wage hike at the
end of 1991, the strike of 302 days of Bavarian granite workers against the
reduction in piecework wages) - struggles which the bourgeois press eagerly
tries to belittle.

The central points of the leaflet are:
# The union apparatus of the DGB ~ an ipstrument of West/German imperialism

#* The workers' aristocracy - shock troops of West/German imperialism

% Support the up-coming struggles in the factories! Let’'s participate and
gain leadership! Demask the union apparatus and the opportunists!

Another topic in the leaflet is “The Role of the Forking Class in the
Revolution®:

% fhy is the proletariat the grave-digger of capitalism?

"Since it does not own means of production and therefore has nothing to
lose in the revolution except its chainsg. Thus, it is the only class which
stands in steady and irreconcilable opposition to the bourgeoisie. It is
connected with the large- scale production, the most progressive form of
production, the basic form of production in socialism and communism. The
concentration of the proletariat in factories facilitates its consciousness-
raising, organisation and the creation of a conscious discipline among the
members."

Ty




* Only the Communist Party is able to empower the broletariat, to lead the
revolution to victory

¥ The Marxist-Leninist Party must be built up mainl ¥ in the factories!

"In the long run only then a real forcecan be set up to oppose
West/German imperialism, i. e. the organised, communist-lead red mass
terror of the majority of the working class against imperialist terror, its
system of exploitation and opression, its preparation for war!"

In June the following leaflet was published by "Gegen die Stromung":
To the declaration of the RAF of April 10, 1992:
Fight against taking the road to resigpation!

The leaflet starts as follows:

"With great satisfaction the press of West/German imperialism commented
on the declaration of the 'Red Army Fraction' to renounce violence for the
time being... A declaration, in which an attempt is made to strike a 'deal'
with the big- mouthed representatives of West/German imperialism, instead
of, with a revolutionary basic attitude, correcting own mistakes critically or
at least showing real readiness for discussion among all comrades."

Of the clear recognition of the RAF, i. e. that the present state of
West/German imperialism cannot be reformed, that it is not a basicallly
necessary institution with mistakes to be corrected, but the armed, murderous,
unscrupulous machinery of West/German imperialism, which is to be fought without
illusions, of this clear recognition, not much remains among the current
leftovers of the RAf, instead

"various unmistakable signs for a capitulative, opportunistic line are
beginning to surface..."

* No clear setting of goals in the revolutionary struggle

"Precisely today, in a time when it is important to fight against
resignation, when the difficult situation for all revolutionaries requires that
above all the weak points of imperialism are analysed and made conscious,
when it is important to show a clear line in the setting of goals in the
revolutionray struggle and to hold out the perspective of the dictatorship
of the proletariat, the perspective of communism, the RAF gives in to
ideological and political pressure of West/German imperialism."

¥ The rotten theory of the "two fracticns”

"The construction of "two fractions' of West/German imperialism is to be
seen in contradiction to, even exactly in opposition to the policy of the RAF
in the beginning years, i. e. a fraction of so-called ‘agitators and
ironbiters' and one which is said to stand for that in this state a really
different attitude is starting to prevail'. This propagates nothing but
illugions.”

* Victory of modern revisionism

"Whereas the majority of comrades in the beginning years of the RAF
looked at the revisionist Soviet Union and other pseudo-socialist states in
Eastern Europe as enemies of the revolutionary struggle, ... now there
suddenly was talk of the 'socialist states',




The inbreasing annexation of the GDR, the 'collapse of the socialist system
of states' (as they called this distorted version of real socialism) - all this
is the background for the capitulation of the RAF."

In the paragraph "Our attitude towards the RAF" the leaflet reflects about the
catastrophic decline in the line of the RAF, the change to capitulation:

"First, a lot was unclear and wrong from the very beginning with the
entire theoretical and programmatic work of the RAF. One of these things
was the refusal of a real discourse among comrades.

Second, the core of their policy, i. e. to mobilize and succeed through the
execution of important or leading personalities of imperialism, was wrong
from the start.

Third, the struggle of the RAF has nevertheless taught us something;
important experiences were gained for our ongoing revolutionary
struggle..."

Additionally, the leaflet deals with the principal question of an armed
struggle and individual terror. The following central points are stated:

® O

on origin of "economism” and "terrorism”: adoration of spontaneity

"The followers of the spontaneous economic struggle and those of
individual terror underestimate the activities of the masses and really have
not realized the real task, i. e. linking the revolutiopary work with the
working class in order to form a whole (Lenin).”

% Not a moral, but a tactical question! For the red proletarian mass
terror!

"The communists do not condemn the use of terror as a whole. They ask
the question of combining terror with the revolutionary mass movement,
educating the masses to use revolutionary mass terror against their
oppressors and exploiters... Red, proletarian mass terror against counter-
revolution - that's what communists have to propagate towards the
followers of individual terror!"

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redakteur; K. Klimkeit, Koblenzerstr. 4, 6000 Frankfurt / Main

L=}



Information for revolutionary and Marxist-Leninist forces
of all countries

Excerpts and synopsis from the publications by ‘‘Gegen die Strémung’’- Organ for the
Building of the Marxist-Leninist Party of West Germany: July - September 1992

Appears quaterly in Turkish, French, ENGLISH, Spanish, Russian, Serbo-Croatien and Kurdish

In July, "Gegen die Strémung” published the leaflet:
Against the appeasement policy of the DGB bosses, let's support the growing
workers® movement with all our might!

The introduction of the leaflet states:

"In view of the planned introduction of a 'qualifying day', the indignation
especially among the members of the IG Metall was so great that there have
already been token strikes on a considerable scale. On their side, the
capitalists are testing how far they can go. And the DGB bosses are
playing the same game as they already did during the great 8TV strike
three months ago: gathering the lead of the movement in order to strangle
any militant developments among the working women and men!"

Crucial points of the leaflet are:

¥ Strike back the attacks of West/German imperialism against the living

conditions of the working population!

In the paragraph "Lessons from the 6TV strike”, the strike of the employees of
the public service, with a temporary participation of more than 400.000
colleagues, is considered in closer detail: each stage in the betrayal of the
union leadership is unmasked; at the same time, the paragraph shows how to wage
the struggle in the corret manner. ‘

* The economic strugyles of the working populatim - only a first step!

"...While the strikes of spring dealt mainly with wage claims, the token
strikes against the plans for the introduction of qualifying days are more
and more political, directed, as they are, against the community of interest
of the capitalists and their politicians. In these struggles, the ground can
be prepared for the insight that the West/German state apparatus is not an
institution standing above the classes, but that it is the executing
instrument of the ruling imperialists.”

* The progressive youth movement and the workers® movement must Fight
together! :

"...The protest against the curtailment of democratic rights, against neo-
nazi actions and racism, against police state and the Federal Army is
stirring predominantly among the youths. Important and appropriate as all
of these actions are, their political horizon is unfortunately all too often
quite restricted: The task to wunite themselves closely with the workers
movement is often explicitly rejected. Many youths are lacking the insight
into the strength and power of a progressive, a revolutionary worker's
movement.




...On the other hand, progressive colleagues, female and male, are often
lacking the readiness to practically connect their own struggle with the
great political questions of the struggle against West/German imperialism."

* Struggle in the factories and in the street! Death to West/German
imperialism!

"It is the task of the Communist forces, of the Communist Party, to
propagate incessantly the union between the workers' movement and the
progressive youth movement, to show that all particular guestions of the
fight cannot be solved otherwise than within the frame of the struggle for
the proletarian revolution."

The August leaflet carries the title:
THE BUNDESWEHR - murderous war machine of West/German imperialism

By way of introduction, the text of the leaflet reads:

"After almost 40 years of intense preparations, the Bundeswehr gets
closer and closer to it's murderous operation plans. The Adria operation of
the destroyer 'Bayern', air force operations even over the territory of
Yugoslavia and a more and more massive attuning of the domestic
population to the 'new role of Germany in the world' are characteristic of
the present situation ... As soon as the first 'German soldier' has been
killed in action, as soon as then finally the opportunity to 'shoot back' has
arriven, domestic police terror will accordingly also move into high gear in
order to stifle protests before they have really started. The conscious and
organized struggle against this highly armed military machine requires of
the revolutionary forces a profound confrontation with the history of
German militarism and the politically and psychologically well considered
campaign for the glorification of the Bundeswehr."

The leaflet makes clear that the war preparations of West/German imperialism
do not consist in military preparation only:

# Deceit - one of the most important weapons of imperialist war strategy

"... One, if not the most important maneuver of them all consists in the
juggling with 'hunmanitarian aid' ... For most of the so-called 'humanitarian
actions' are, first, nothing else but military relief - hence, in the war in
Yugoslavia relief for the Croatian Ustasha fascists favoured by West/German
imperialism whose forces are that way less wound down by evacuation and
relief for the wounded, ... second, they are, so to speak, 'advertising costs'
of West/German imperialism to win over the Croatian as well as it's 'own'
domestic population to get a more solid support for later military
operations."

%  The  Bundeswehr -
counterrevolution

of imperialist agyression and

"... 40 years after the war conducted by the most barbarous means on the
side of the nazis, West/German imperialism prepares once again for
worldwide, imperialist and counterrevolutionary operations. A large part of
it’s territory supposedly 'lost' in World War II is now being incorporated
by West/German imperialism in the form of the former German Democratic
Republic ... Economically, it is strengthened by the process ... It's army,
the Bundeswehr, counts among the best-armed armies of the world ... In
addition to all that it commands a propaganda apparatus that would make
even Goebbels pale with envy."




In October 1992 appeared the 47-page number 60
of "Gegen die Stromung” with the title:

"The Bundeswehr - murderocus
war machine of West/German
imperialism”

Treated are the following themes:

¢ Hilitarization in all realms of life

¢ Arng exports

¢ Operations abroad

¥ The Bundeswehr as civil war army

¢ Firing order of the Bundeswehr

¢ Unbroken tradition to the Naziwehrmacht
¢ The Bundeswehr and Karl Marx

* The Bundeswehr and Karl Marx

"..Marx and Engels knew that
such armies like the Bundeswehr do
not disappear by themselves,... that
every really serious confrontation
with this army, with this state, with
the whole capitalist system means
civil war, They showed the
impossibility to overcome such an
army simply by ‘'convincing' the
soldiers, i.e. 'from the interior' only
... The most important work for the

crushing of the army of an

imperialist country -~ and the
Bundeswehr is undoubtedly such an army - can only be done by the civil
war army of the proletariat, in the armed insurrection...”

In September, there appeared the leaflet with the following title:
Pogroms in Rostock and elsewhere orchestrated by West/German imperialism:
THERE'S A SYSTEM BEHIND IT!

The introduction of the leaflet reads like this:

"In West/German imperialism's power realm, nightly raids organized by
neo-Nazi killers and murderers against accomodations of refugees or
working women and men from other countries continue uninterruptedly.
Daily there are murderous arson attacks - and this by no means only on
the territory of the former GDR, but also in West Germany. Nevertheless,
the events in Rostock or recently in Quedlinburg had their own special
guality in several respects: More clearly than ever before, the police of
West/German imperialism demonstrated that it is carrying out the business
of the neo-Nazist criminals. But in Rostock, it also turned out that a
refugees’ accomodation could be bombarded by neo-Nazis with. stones and
Molotoveocktails for several days accompanied by the exultations and cheers
of hundreds and even thousands of people who were unorganized but
fanaticised by neo-Nazi propaganda." '

Main points of the leaflet are:

* No "understanding” for and no concessions whatever to worthy reople and
incendiaries!

"... During the pogrom nights in Rostock and in the aftermath, a dirty -
flood of 'sympathetic journalism'® was unleashed ... Not only the politicians
of all the parties in Bonn declared their 'understanding’ towards the
‘population’ of Rostock, the media literally teemed with so~called
'background analyses' about why everything supposedly had to come out
this way, and that ‘actually’ everything was not the fault of the upright,
hand-clapping citizens, but of the refugees themselves, their mere
existence, their 'large number’ and, in addition to that, their unGerman
behaviour.”

The pogroms in Rostock were targeted specifically against the Roma from
Romania. For that reason, the systematic racist agitation in Nazi jargon against
Roma from Romania that has continued for months is more closely dealt with in




the leaflet’'s paragraph "Fight the agitation against the Roma!", since especially
for them and all Sinti and Roma our particular seolidarity is meant.

¥ Fithout giving the neo-Nazis and their active supporters any gquarter -
let’s fight first of all the politics of West/German imperialism! The brown
plague flows from this state!

"...The attacks ... of the neo-Nazis are a direct component of a concept of
West/German imperialism: to agitate it's own population in a nationalistic
and racist manner in order to distract from the international and 'German'
crisis coming to a head, as well as from the continuing worsening of the

living conditions etc."
* Capitalism and Nazis

In consideration of the fact that statements like '"Capitalism leads to
fascism" are nowadays rarely expressed anymore, not to speak of a comprehensive
explanation and foundation, the leaflet underlines that

"... it is a primary task of the Communist forces to point out the
inseperable connection between capitalism and fascism."

"Rostock is not located in West Germany”, reads a statement in a separate
paragraph: many antifascists have travelled to Rostock to demonstrate their
active solidarity. That was the right thing to do, but it requires the insight
on the side of the antifascist forces from Western Germany that the
responsibilty to lead the struggle against the Nazi-terror in their working
region must rest primarily with the progressive and revolutionary forces of the
former GDR, because

"...only on that base, mutual support is possible and does not lead to y
leadership claims of so-called ‘leftists', trailing West/German imperialism in
it's politics of a more and more complete annexation of the former GDR."”

* Euhance the active struggle against the Nazi criminals! ILet's build a
strong Communist Party with all our forces!

"...The struggle has to be carried out more energetically than heretofore,
not only against the Nazi gangs and the terror of the state apparatus but
against West/German imperialism and it's state apparatus themselves! We
must prepare ourselves and others for a long fight with the predominant
clear aim of a profound change, of the revolutionary change, of the
struggle for the proletarian revolution, for the erection of the dictatorship
of the proletariat, shoulder to shoulder with the working class of all
countries, shoulder to shoulder with ‘'the wretched of the earth'!

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redakieur: K. Klimkeit, Koblenzerstr. 4, 6000 Frankfuri / Main
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In October "Gegen die Strémung" published the leaflet:
The swindles of the Treuhand and the exploiters’
phrase-mongering of the West/German bourgeoisie

From the introductory section of the leaflet:

"... At the same time as monstrous swindles are being perpetrated with
the mentality of colonial exploiters and early-capitalist slavedrivers,
through gigantic financial operations bringing in hundreds of millions of
Marks, the West/German imperialists rub salt in the wound: in a
professionally-produced stage act with carefully allocated roles, with
constant references to the so-called 'costs of unification’, a universal
campaign against trade union rights and for harsher exploitation of the
working masses is being prepared and carried out."

* Ex-GDR factories: merely scrap and rubble?

"The 'Treuhand’' [“trustee'] is the decisive lever with which the allegedly
'people's own' factories, in the hands of the revisionist GDR-bourgeoisie,
are being flogged off cheap to the West/German capitalist class. The
West/German imperialists use the deliberately created lie of a 'totally
washed-out ex~GDR' for this purpose.”

The leaflet then explains the purpose of this propaganda lie, which is:

"to present the current plundering of the working population in the ex-
GDR as an 'unavoidable kill-or-cure remedy', and to make the Treuhand's
closing-down-sale with its bargain prices 'understandable'... This lie also
serves to make the 'flattening' of factories, which are in principle capable
of functioning, seem reasonable."

The leaflet makes it clear that there is a method to the sowing of confusion
by the West/German bourgeoisie: First of all they sang hymns of praise to
'German unity' as a gquarantor of economic upturn and secure jobs, now they are
suddenly outdoing each other in their negative assessments of the situation,

"..in order to use so-called ‘exemption’' or 'relaxation' clauses to cut
wages drastically and to reduce social benefits and the democratic rights
of trades unpions.”

To illustrate these processes the activities of the Treuhand and their
consequences for working people are dealt with in more detail in a special
section "Treuhand trustee = Trusty hands of Fest/German capital”. The leaflet
exposes the attempts of PDS politicians to put themselves at the forefront of
the justified protests against the Treuhand, reminding us that:




"..it was precigsely the SED/PDS that prepared the way for selling off
the GDR economy; except that its barons had envisaged having one or two
more positions in the Treuhand apparatus for themselves."

Following on from "The West/German imperialists: scorn and derision for the
working population of the ex-GDR”, the leaflet continues:

¥ Three years of direclt annexation of the ex-GDR

The annexation of the GDR by West/German imperialism is in many respects well
advanced. Given a lack of clear facts about the precise stage that this process
has reached, it is hard to say which is the 'lesser lie' in the continually
changing stream of propaganda lies coming from the West/German bourgeoisie: one
moment there are just 'minor transition problems', the next we're told once
again that the 'alignment of East and West' will take 10 or 25 years. It is
however incontrovertible that in the ex-GDR

"..there is far too little mass struggle against the consequences of
annexation, let alone against the annexation itself. It is also a fact that
those struggles which nevertheless do take place have a greater
significance and are therefore deliberately ... played down and hushed-up.

~.The absence of a truly revolutionary, communist-oriented force in the
ex-GDR, which would examine the burning issues from the point of view of
the working class of the ex-GDR, and which would elaborate and propagate
the fundamental questions of current politics and perspectives for the
socialist revolution - not least in contrast to the experience of the
revisionist GDR rulers -; the absence of a force that would openly seek to
discuss all these questions with the revolutionary communist forces of all
countries, is painfully obvious. All forces in the ex—-GDR that endeavour to
fill this gap must receive our unconditional support and solidacity...”

A further topic of the leaflet is an article on:

* Revanchist provocation: Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the V2
rocket in Peenemiinde.

8 November 1992: Justified protests against the West/German imperialist
politicians' propaganda show:

Resist the smear-tactic arguments against the rigorous anti-Nazis!

By way of introduction the leaflet says:

"On 8 November the political representatives of West/German imperialism
organised a large—scale state show, held of course in 'Greater-Berlin' of all
places. But their hypocritical show, planned above all for the foreign
media, didn't pass off without one or two blemishes. Many of the 300,000
demonstrators hadn't come to demonstrate for Kohl, Vogel and Weizsacker,
but against the Nazi excesses of recent years, months and weeks. And
many were also demonstrating against the state's deportation policy and
against abolishing the right of asylum..."

% How the rigorous anti-Nazis were declared to be public enemy No. 1

"It was blatant provocation when all the Kohls, Vogels and Weizsackers,
who as pupils of Goebbels stir up feelings against the refugees,
announced that one must give in in the face of the Nazi-pogroms and
regulate the ‘'stream of refugees' ... In doing so they desecrated the
memory of the nearly 100 Jews who were murdered during the Nagzi-
pogroms in November 1938, of the over 20,000 who were thrown into Nazi
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concentration camps and maltreated, and of the more than 200 synagogues
and houses of prayer that were destroved.

The same people who welcomed and signed the treaties for deporting
survivors of the genocide on the Sinti and Roma to Romania suddenly
began making hypocritical noises about loving thy neighbour' and the
'dignity of the individual'. The fact that this was too much for the real
anti-Nazis, that they took action against this repulsive hypocrisy, was
sufficient reason for a vile orgy of beatings ... The No. 1 enemy had been
identified, a propaganda offensive against the consistent anti-Nazis filled
the pages of every newspaper.,"

The leaflet goes on to expose and comprehensively refute the propaganda
against the rigorous anti-Nazis:

Smear-argument 1: "Everyone, from Kohl through to the Left, must stand
together against the Nazis”

Smear-argument 2: "The protests against Hr. Kohl only help the Right*
Smear-argument 3: "Violence is violence, so the Left are like the Nazis!"
The leaflet continues:
"What the West/German imperialist politicians and the Nazis really fear is
a mobilisation of the truly progressive revolutionary and communist forces
that have already been declared extinct!"

In addition the leaflet has a brief statement on:

*  Solidarity with the revolutiopary Kurdish liberation strugglel
Solidarity with revolutionary comrades in Peru!

In December "Gegen die Strémung" published the leaflet:
Hundreds of thousands demonstrate against the Nazi murderers

Ho confidence in this state that produces the brown plague!

"It's a contradictory situation: hundreds of thousands demonstrate
against the Nazi murderers, among them above all young people. And those
behind the brown plague, the representatives of this state, rub their
hands and convert the demos into '‘demonstrations against inaccurate
reporting abroad', against the alleged 'foreign atrocity propaganda', as it
used to be called.

It will be of crucial importance in combatting this unscrupulous
manipulation of the justified outrage against the increase of Nazi murders
to direct the outrage ... quite clearly against this state and its lies.
Because it is from this state that the brown plague comes; the state only
moves against the Nazis when it is put under pressure by actions of the
real anti-Nazis, by international publicity (arising from very varied
motives) and by the peoples of the world who will never forget the Nazi
crimes,..

At the same time as the state, acting under all the constraints and
pressures caused by these factors, tries to create the impression of
genuinely being against the Nazis, it alsoc presses ahead with further
limitations of democratic rights; prepares to apply emergency laws; plans
ever more directly and openly to deploy the federal army all over the
world; and prepares for the biggest deportation action against asylum~-
seekers that Germany hag ever seen..."




As a contribution to the debate over why this is happening and what the links
are between Nazi-fascism and capitalism, between the democratic struggle
against the Nazis and the necessary preparation of the socialist revolution,
there follow "Theses for discussion’:

The dictatorship of the West/German bowrgeoisie, behind the parliamentary
veil, is intensifying political oppression

* Parliamentarism: a cover for the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie
# Special features of the Bonn parliapentary republic

# The neatly allocated roles of the Bonn parties im concealing the
dictatorship of Weslt/German imperialism

* State ‘fascistification’ and Nazi-parties/Nazi-gangs

% The struggle for democratic rights and preparing for the socialist
revolution

"Imperialism: it's reaction all the way down the line, The forms of
struggle that are legally available to the working class and other working
people are being constantly reduced ... West/German imperialism will go
further and further down this road. The struggle against each and every
such reduction of democcratic rights, in each individual case and in the
widest context, is absolutely essential, so that ~ without giving rise to
illugions as to the nature of this state apparatus, this parliamentarily-
concealed dictatorship - above all the forces of proletarian revolution can
be ‘brought together and organised.

A decisive factor in this process will be to use these struggles, like all
other short-term struggles, to develop the consciousness of the working
class about the situation and about the tasks of a revolutionary workers'
movement. In other words, to create socialist consciousness and in
practical termg, wherever possible, to take mass struggles beyond the
narrow limits of legalism and pacifism. The struggle to defend democratic
rights against state 'fascistification' and Nazi-gangs and Nazi-parties must
be ordered and subordinated as part of the struggle to prepare and carry
out the socialist revolution to overthrow the present social system." (The theses
presented here are taken, largely unaltered, from 6DS Yo, 46 "Documents of the lst Parly Conference - Death to West/Gernan Imperialisn, Revanchisz
and Militarisn!")

Further topics of the leaflet are:

% Attempts to ‘hlot oult’ the Nazi-murders of Silvio, Vahide, Yeliz and
Ayse

#® Fifty vears ago: the defeat of the Nazi-WHehrmacht at Stalingrad!

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redakteur: K. Klimkeit, Koblenzerstr. 4, 6000 Frankfurt / Main
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In January "Gegen die Stromung" published the leaflet:
60 years ago, on 30 January 1933, German finance-capital entrusted the Nazi-fascists with the
political representation of its interests

Against falsification and simplification:
Understand the significant characteristics of Nazi-fascism!

"On the occasion of the sixtieth anniversary of Adolf Hitler's appointment as
Reichskanzler there seem to be almost no limits to the idiocies being propagated
about the 30 January 1933, about the Nazis, about fascism and its origins and
history."

On the one hand there's the 'argumentation’ of West/German imperialism's open propagandists: through a
'distancing’ from Hitler they attempt to hush up the fact that Nazi-fascism- was inseparably allied with
German imperialism and the capitalist system. At the same time there are vast numbers of pseudo-marxist
characters who only appear to act in opposition to these imperialist ideologues and who:

"... with their stupid simplifications discredit correct theses and arguments by
presenting them as absolute, and thus function as cue-givers for other varieties of
anti-communism,"

The leaflet makes it clear that these simplifications, in the final analysis, serve but one purpose, namely:

"to move German chauvinism and the unique features of Nazi-fascism out of the
firing line of criticism."

* Open terrorist dictatorship by finance-capital and the shared responsibility
of the German people

The leafiet counters the suggestion that drawing attention to the German people's share of guilt allegedly
takes finance-capital out of the firing line:

"... It is the task of communist forces - today as much as then - to make clear, in
contrast to the imperialist ideologues and others who falsify the facts,

;hat, as has been proved, German finance-capital as a whole handed over its
political affairs to the Nazi-fascists, and

that at the same time a significant characteristic of Nazi-fascism was that it was
able to create - through the use of terror and chauvinistic rabble-rousing, through
flattery and through the SS concentration camp system - a hitherto unprecedented
mass foundation among the Germau people for german imperialism for the smashing
of the labour movement, for the campaign of hatred against the Jewish population, for
wars of conguest and genocide."




* Not only the smashing of the Geriman labour movement ...

Countering the one-sided and simplistic theses that it was the only aim of the Nazi fascist dictatorship to
smash the German labour movement, theleaflet emphasizes:

"... Nazi-fascism simply cannot be reduced to a single aspect... It was not only a
war of conquest against the peoples of Europe and the socialist Soviet Union, but also
a substantial element in the international counter-revolution to defeat the forces of
international revolution."”

* The profit motive and industrially-organised genocide

Prisons, concentration camps, forced labour, starving people out, pogroms, systematic executions, mass
murder - the ‘everyday work' of the Nazi executioners. And yet this kind of murder is different from the
murder of the Jewish population and of the Sinti and Roma:

"The point here is the uniqueness of this genocide, state-ordained and industrially
organised, bureaucratically regulated and carried out in cold blood with a Prussian
mentality..."

In contrast to vulgar marxist positions, which reduce every measure of the Nazi-fascists to an immediate
economic interest and thus play down the particularly aggressive nature of German imperialism, the leaflet
explains:

"Of course Nazi-fascism didn't mean that the supreme law of imperialism, the quest
for profit, ceased to apply ... But the economic interests of the German capitalists are
not enough to explain Auschwitz ... The point was rather to set an example, world-
wide and for '1,000 years', of brutality and cruelty such as had never before occurred
in 'the history of the world. This occurred in accordance with deeper, long term

interests of Germany monopoly capitalism, of German imperialism, which thus
showed peoples everywhere what it is capable of."

"Why discuss Nazi-fascism now?"' - is a question many anti-fascists ask. In a special section the Ieaflet
answers:

"Anyone who wants to conduct a really consistent fight against today's neo-nazis, a
radical fight which goes to the root of the problem, must also fight West/German
imperialism itself and its ideology, ... namely the Nazi ideology, which is basically
just the ideology of the German bourgeoisie taken to its extreme: German
chauvinism, nationalism, racism and anti-Semitism!”

The February leaflet is titled:
More important than ever:

Study Marx and Engels' "Manifesto of the Communist Party!"

By way of introduction the leaflet says:

"Things are starting to move in the working class ... Tens of thousands of
steelworkers and their families take to the streets in the Ruhr area to protest against
the planned liquidation of their jobs. In the ex-GDR ... workers are coming together
in a defensive struggle against the politics of robbery practised by the West/German
imperialists ... At the moment these struggles are still just locally or regionally limited
and have an economic defensive character. In order to give these struggles a wider
perspective, to bring them together to a class struggle of the proletariat against its
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arch-enemy  the bourgeoisie,‘ a great
(central organ of the Manxist-Leninist Party of Austria), &%albgllioel\?elihg%c: Ssst?fg}; E?rﬂigl'so::iet;isnoaq
Westberiner Kommunist' and “Gegen die Stiémung text' of all communists throughout the
published a joint position paper, 64 pages in length, the world, of the 'Manifesto of the
third part of the analysis of the Communist Intemational Commupist Pmy. by K. Marx and F,
Engels, is more important than ever."

In January 1993 the editorial bodies of "Rote Fahne"

The contemporary relevance of the theses of the 2nd

World Congress of the Communist International The leaflet emphasises the following key points

from the "Manifesto of the Communist Party":

ON THE AGRICULTURAL
QUESTION

* Workers of all countries, unite!

* The proletariat: grave-diggers of

Also contains: capitalism

The successes of the revolution in the rural areas of
Lenin's and Stalin's Soviet Union and the devastating
consequences of the belrayal by the Krushchev
revisionists

* The most radical rupture of all, in
two senses

"The Communist revolution is the
most radical rupture with traditional
property relations; no wonder that its development involves the most radical rupture
with traditional ideas." (Marx /Engels, "Manifesto of the Communist Party")

In conclusion, from the section headed ""Let us learn Srom the 'Manifesto of the Communist Party'"';

"The 'Manifesto of the Communist Party' is, however, not only a scientific analysis
of the laws of motion which govern human society and of capitalism in particular, an
analysis and evaluation of the position of the various classes in relation to one
another, it is above all also a political programme, a guide to revolutionary
actionl...”

A further topic of the leaflet is a topical contribution on the way the West/German imperialist media is
"Covering-up Nazi and police murders' and their background.,

In March "Gegen die Strémung” published the leaflet:

Stalin and chauvinism are incompatible!

"... The bourgeois media are foaming at the mouth: portraits of Stalin alongside the
Pamyat placards of Great-Russian nationalisis on one and the same demonstration!
And in reality: people demonstrated in Moscow and other cities of the ex-Soviet
Union with pictures of Stalin. At the same time, though, the murderous eenerals
were demonstrating, their defeat in Afghanistan still undigested, the Great-Russian
chauvinists and the Tsarist forces. Anti-Semitic filth was washed up, incompatible
and conflicting positions appeared to coexist alongside one another... In truth,
however, Great-Russian chauvinism is incompatible with Stalin ..."

The leaflet makes it clear that the defence of Comrade Stalin's positions plays a central role in the coming
ideological struggle against the many-layered ideologies of the exploiters, especially

"in a countx:é like imperialist West/Germany, which has never got over the defeat of
Nazi-fascist Germany, brought about by the socialist Soviet Union under Stalin's
leadership, and never will get over it."




Alongside a separate section ''Stalin was an unshakeable enemy of anti-Semitism!" the leaflet also
includes an appeal from 'Gegen die Strémung' ''To the true communist forces in the formerly socialist
Soviet Union!" which exposes what lay behind the phrases about "state socialist property” and "socialist
democracy" etc. after the 20th Party Congress of modern revisionism in 1956, namely the repressive
exploitative system of the revisionist bourgeoisie. The appeal makes it clear that the point must be

"... not merely to wave pictures of Lenin and Stalin, but to understand the weapon of
Lenin and Stalin, their central ideas as a weapon, as a guide to action, as the starting
point for a truly principled political and ideological platform ..."

* Stalin's nationalities policy

"In the course of solving the national question in the socialist USSR, in the struggle
against Great-Russian chauvinism and also against nationalism and chauvinism in
other regions, the communists in the USSR were often faced with very complicated
situations and, no doubt, some mistakes were made in practice. The basic line of the
nationalities policy worked out by Lenin and Stalin gave them a correct orientation,
however, in order to tackle these questions in the right way on the whole, and in order
to combat and correct deviations and practical mistakes from a correct basic
position..."

The leaflet explains how this correct nationalities policy was revised from top to bottom after the rise to
power of the Khrushchev-Brezhnev revisionists, as expressed for example in their continual attempts to
introduce Russian as the official language in all Republics of the Soviet Union or in their demotion to cheap
raw material producers for Russia.

* Stalin - defender of proletarian internationalism

"The victory of the working class in the developed countries and the liberation of
the oppressed peoples from the yoke of imperialism are impossible without the
formation and the consolidation 0%, a common revolutionary front; the formation of a
common revolutionary front is impossible unless the proletariat of the oppressor
nations renders direct and determined support to the Fiberation movement of the
oppressed peoples against the imperialism of its 'own country', for 'no nation can be
free if it opresses other nations' {)Engels)." (J. Stalin, "The Foundations of Leninism", 1924,
Peking 1979, page 77)

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redakteur: K. Klimkeit, Koblenzerstr. 4, 6000 Frankfurt / Main
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of all countries

Building of the Marxist-Leninist Party of West Germany: April - June 1993

Appears quaterly in Turkish, French, ENGLISH, Spanish, Russian, Serbo-Croatien and Kurdish

On the occasion of the 1th of May, the international fighting day of the proletariat, "Gegen
die Stromung" published the leaflet:

Resistance Will Develop Out of The Enterprises Themselves!

West/German imperialism is advancing in all areas: internationally, it promotes the looting of the
oppressed peoples, especially in the Eastern European countries it takes advantage from the incitement
of nationalist bellicose conflicts, the worldwide military operations of the Federal Army (Bundeswehr)
are propagated and extended more and more, in West Germany itself and on the area of the former
GDR, state terror, deportations and arrests of refugees are the order of the day, and the Nazi murders
continue, In the meantime, as the leaflet stresses,

"... the social conditions of the broad masses of the working people are also worsening, while
their exploitation is enhanced.”

The struggles of the last months in the enterprises, documented in a special section, make clear that
Justified resistance against this is developing, but that it is for the time being primarily directed against
rationalisation and the closure of enterprises, like at Krupp-Hoesch in Rheinhausen, Siegen and
Hagen,

* The appeasement politics of the union bosses

The bosses of the DGB (German Federation of Trade Unions) play a decisive role in the combat
against and the sabotage of these resistance actions. Apart from fulfilling the task of "justifying" to the
working people the worsening of their living conditions with German nationalistic arguments, they

time and again succeed, by their enormous union appatatus,

"... by their financial means, their connections and their network of professional union
leaders, in puting themselves at the forefront of the labour struggles and switch them off like
pushing a button at their will ... This "little game’ serves, on the one hand, 'to release steam’...
But much more important and lasting is the demoralizing effect. A feeling of powerlessness and
disappointment is pread!"

* The class conciousness of the working men and women doesn't arise
spontaneously

The experiences gathered in these fights are indispensable for the further development of the
struggles in West Germany; in these struggles

"... arises the germ form of the conciousness about the possibilities and tasks ... of the
proletariar - no more, but also no less, Because spontaneously, the ruling ideology, the ideology
of the imperialist bourgeoisie gains time and again the upper hand ... 'For the simple reason
that the bourgeois ideology is, from it's provenance, much older than the socialist one, because
it is developed more multifariously, because it disposes of incomparably more means of
dissemination’ (Lenin, "What Is To Be Done?", 1902).”

Precisely the West/German bourgeoisie, which counts armong the most experienced in the world in
the ideological subjugation of the working people, succeeds over and over again in canalizing the

Information for revolutionary and Marxist-Leninist forces

Excerpts and synopsis from the publications by “‘Gegen die Stromung’’ - Organ for the
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struggles of the working women and men and in using them for its own ends. For that reason, the
experiences of the spontaneous struggles are not sufficient to get to the roois of the evil, to overturn
West/German imperialism. For this, proletarian class consciousness is required:

“The political class consciousness can be given to the worker only from the outside, from a
realm outside of the economic struggle ... The area out of which alone this knowledge can be
derived consists in the relations of all classes and strata to the state and to the government,
consits in the mutual relationships between all classes’ (Lenin, "What Is To Be Done", 1902)."”

Proletarian class consciousness is not only derived from the assessment of the international relations
of the classes, the knowledge of the international entanglements of the forces of revolution and
counterrevolution.

"The rich treasure in experience of the struggles of the international proletariat and the
oppressed peoples ... are also an indispensable source of the proletarian consciousness. And
what finally counts is not only the experiences and struggles of today but also the struggles of
generations of working women and men, their victories and defeats ... Proletarian class
consciousness rests precisely on the knowledge of Marxism Leninism, ... which has
evaluated and generalized the totality of the experiences of the class struggles.”

* First of May - fighting day of the working women and men of the whole
world!

Today, where the imperialists are on the advance, where they succeed everywhere in inciting the
peoples against each other and in dealing heavy blows to the revolutionary movement against world
imperialism,

"... it is all the more important to comprehend thar it's not only the reactionary exploiters of
one’s own couniry who are part of an international counterrevolutionary imperialist force. On
the contrary, it is also necessary to stress and propagate that, on the other hand, every single
revolutionary struggle in the whole world is part of the worldwide struggle against imperialism
and reaction, ... Workers of all countries, unite!"

A further topic of the leaflet is an article titled: "Fight againsi the further expansion of the
revanchist Federal Army!"':

" Let's fight against the military operations of the Federal Army in Ex-
Yugoslavia and Somalia! Combat the preparations for war! |

In May, "Gegen die Stromung" published the leaflet:
The Rule of Financial Capital and The Rising "National Debts"

In the introduction, it says:

"In every respect and and at every opportunity, not only the real wages of large portions of
the working population are reduced, but the social contributions by the state are also cut ... As
accompanying music, a big hullaballoo is staged by the capitalists, their associations and
speakers, their rented hacks ... and their politicians about the ‘urgent necessity’ of all this,
because, after all, the 'German economy’ is lying deep down lowly, the debts are driving the
state into bankrupicy eic. In short, they want to drill the ideology of 'saving’ into the heads of
the people, to awaken the readyness for sacrifices in the 'the national interest’ and, by means of
a mixture of half truths and lies to paralyse and break the fighting will of the broad masses of
the working people in town and countryside.”

* National debits - in the direct interest of financial capitall

When somebody has debts, he's got to lend money from somebody who has more than enough of it.
The fact that the West/German state has billions of marks of debts and is paying billions in interest for




In May 1993, no. 62 of "Gegen die Srémung”
was published, containing 120 pbages, on the
matter

On The Resistance in The
Concentration- and
Extermination Camps of
Nazi-Fascism

From the content:
" The Concentration- and extermination
camps in the system of Nazi-fascism

* The armed insurrections in Auschwiiz-
Birkenau, Treblinka and Scobibor

and the real crisis

them only shows that there is enough money
there, that the banks, that West/German
financial capital are only too eager to lend the
required billions.

"So the fact of the subordination of the
whole state apparaius to ... financial
capital can be proven clearly: The banks
and combines dictate the basic traits .. of
the policy of West/German imperialism,
... because, not least, the state apparatus
is firmly in  their hands also and
especially in financial terms..."

In a particular section, the leaflet deals more
closely with the questions "Who profiis from
the national debis?" and "How do national
debis actually emerge?". Further down, it talks
about

* The hullabaloo about the crisis

The leaflet makes plain that with it's "wailing about crisis", the West/German bourgeoisie is

pursuing the aim

"...In economic terms, to Justify’ the enhanced looting of the mass of the working people,
especially the working class, with respect to politics, to enforce the rising militarisation and
Jascistisation of the state apparatus for reason of ‘security’ (for their power), and
ideologically, of an intensified use of the poison of German chauvinism as supposed answer 1o

the ‘crisis of sense’.”

At the same time it is impossible to overlook that the imperialist world system is stuck in a crisis:
unimaginable poverty and hunger of the peoples of the world exploited and oppressed by imperialism,
excess production, unemployment, shop closures in the imperialist countries - manifestations of crisis
everywhere. In difference from, for example, the world economic crisis of 1929, especially the

West/German imperialism manages

"... to make use for profitable capital investments ... of the national bankrupicy of the Jormerly
revisionist countries Poland, Hungary, the Soviet Union etc., to expand it's realm of influence
and to draw billions over billions out of these countries and areas." :

Especially the annexation and looting of the former GDR shows with striking clarity that the
unfolding crisis is not yet an immediate danger for the billions of profits of West/German imperialism,
because hidden behind their bewailing of the "costs of unity," there is

"... an enormous increase in production sites and capital Jor West/German financial capital.”

* Economic crisis and revoluiionary struggles

"Every crisis that is serious to some degree and really threatening io imperialism will never
be a ‘purely economic’ crisis, but qr the same time it will always be the result of massive and
extensive revolutionary siruggles of the peoples of the world and the revolutionary oriented
class struggles of the working class in one's own country.”

The leaflet points out that, conirary io the situation in 1929, today, with no strong Communist
movement worldwide or in it'own country leading the struggle against it, West/German imperialism
has achieved a certain stability, a "regulation” of the working class, despite important and necessary

labour struggles during the last years,

" No illusions in West/German imperialism




In the face of the worldwide increase in power for West/German imperialism, sbort-sighted
prognoses about an end or even a "collapse” of Western German imperijalism are certainly unrealistic.

"On the contrary! It is towards long struggles, to be organized in long terms, striking deep
roots and lasting for a long time, against world imperialism and against WesilGerman
imperialism that all revolutionary forces oriented on Communism must prepare themselves.”

The leaflet published by "Gegen die Stromung" in June was entitled:
Murdered by Nazis: Saime Geng, Huelya Geng, Hatice Geng, Guelsuem Ince, Guelistan

QOeztuerk!

Strike Back Doubly and Threefoldly!

"Saime Geng (4 years old), Huelya Geng (9 years old), Hatice Geng (18 years) Guelsuem Ince
(28 years) and 13-year-old Guelistan Oeztuerk ... fell victim to the murderous Nazi attack in
Solingen. This racist crime was a new climax of a long chain of assaults, arsonist atacks and
murders directed against fellow workers, men and women, from other countries, refugees, Cinti
and Roma, against the Jewish population and other 'minorities’ like homeless and handicapped
people etc., singled out as enemies by the Nazis."

* The arsonists are sitting in Bonn!

"The politicians in Bonn had given, with their so-called ‘asylum compromise’, the siarting
shot for all this, after having prepared the way for months on end by their racist campaign
against anything 'foreign’, and after having served as cue-givers for the Nazi gangs organized
all over the country.”

* Organize the defence and resistance against the Neonazis!

"Within the protest movement against the spreading Nazi pleague it becomes clearer and
clearer that all trust in the politicians and state organs is a dangerous illusion ... In order to act
effectively against the Nazis, it is necessary to organize antifascist self-help! We must not let
ourselves be intimidated by the campaigning of the bourgeois lyer's press which announces
loudly: Violence is Violence!’ and ‘Left = Right!’ etc.”

* Against the atiempts at division!

Defend yourselves, don't let

yourselves be burnt to death by According to the motto "divide and rule," the smear
German criminals !

“"We survivors of the holocaust and our retstives, we shall confront pro})ag da Of the es t/GeIm perlahSts is mg
our deadly enemies never again defancelsssly » never § This oath
remains, as long ss our deadly enemy remains. ...

burnttodeainlby German "... - not without success in it's cooperation with
brothers, sislers, sons and daughters) Be preparad for them when . s Pat ;
tny corre, e an tha wate ot Tey Soula come - s nigh the fascist Turkish state and it's representatives - to
omorrov’s night and {or along time from now! Recaiva them inthe

way these paopla acting out of the dark deserve, and unmask them take advantage Of the fact that Turkish faSCfstS are

through your.eounteraclion what they are: cowards quick to run, to
whomnothing is more important thenthe unlnjuredness ol their own

lives, ereaturas of n snonymous darknsas, also active in the curreni protest movement. These

{rom which to wrest them is your lask

o TN are untertaking the attempt to caich the lead of the

Therefore: guard  your

cor. " upon Barmmans 1o b movement and to score points for themselves."

on guerd with you » there will
Ed be,andl'msure of i, enough of
hemreadytodo il. Show the

Comerind hen e syl The bourgeois press is making good use of this to divert

besause youase scting in setbdefenca. i from the assaults of the Nazi-fascisis and to defame the

15 your damned righito tak y foryourown
it the state can't protect you, Turn a deaf ear to the wisecrackers who 2 L .
ot want 6 Gpanse cievar s justified protest movement, but:
Don't listen, after Sofingen, 1o those who want to fool you inte
believing that In the ‘constitutional slate’, you'd rather have 1o let
yoursei K i i

o oot voch ioughie sbaer 10 Y the condions "The honest forces that are actually fighting
sl against the Nazis and all other fascists - be they
Turks, Kurds, Germans or of other nationaity - will
thwart the plans of the Wesi/German imperialists!
Siruggle against  nationalism, racism  and
chauvinism! Long - live proletarian
internationalism!"

You can get that poster in different
languages at:

Buchladen CGeorgi Dimitroff, Koblenzer
Str. 4, 60327 FrankfurtMain, West
Germany

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redakteur: K. Klimkeit, Koblenzerstr. 4, 6000 Frankfurt / Main
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Information for revolutionary and Marxist-Leninist forces
of all countries

Excerpts and éynopsis from the publications by “‘Gegen die Stromung’’- Organ for the
Building of the Marxist-Leninist Party of West Germany: July - September 1993

Appears quaterly in Turkish, Kurdish, Farsi, French, ENGLISH, Spanish and ltalian

In July, "Gegen die Stromung" published the leaflet:
Achieve proletarian internationalism by fighting against modem revisionism!

For the unity of the Communist forces the world over!

"Without or even against the worldwide revolutionary forces oriented on Communism, without
intensive exchange of information, without tough but solidary discussion and mutual criticism, without
practical solidarity in fighting against imperialism and revisionismlopportunism of all shades, there
can and will be no progress in the struggle against imperialism, and. especially no progress in
building the Communist Party in one's own country! This cannot be emphasized enough in a time
when the revolutionary forces in West/Germany are confronted with a large variety of tasks and
problems ... In view of the abundance of tasks and the restrictedness of one'’s own forces, one can
quickly submit to the dangerous tendency of seeing hardly anything but one’s own narrowly limited
realm of tasks, of placing an absolute value in one's own section of the struggle and of considering it

r

as the ‘navel of the world'.

* The struggle of the proletariat is international! - For the international
cooperation of the Communist Parties!

Following the two sections under this headline which points out that proletarian internationalism, the
international organisation of the Communist forces on a principled basis and with clear-cut.aims has always
been the essential idea in the history of the workers' movement - from the first "International Workers'
Association” of 1864 to the "Communist International" founded in 1919 to the "Communist Bureau of
Iniformation" -, the leaflet continues:

* Revisionism isn't dead, but rethains, under the new conditions of today, the
main danger in the struggle for the unity of all Communist forces of the wohle
world! ' ' :

In the section ""Why the study of the history of the struggle led by the Marxists-Leninists against
Khrushchev-revisionism is of the utmost topicality", the leaflet moves on to a closer inspection of an
important document in the anit-revisionist struggle, of its promising aspects and also its mistakes: the
"Proposal Concerning the General Line of the International Communist Movement" published by the
Communist Party of China in June 1963:

"The study of the documents of the debate initiated in public in 1963 by the Communist Party of
China, the Party of Labour of Albania and other Communist Parties in the struggle against
Khrushchev-revisionism is rewarding, it is even essential for the struggle for the unity of the
Communist forces of the whole world today. Especially the critique of the mistakes of the Communist
Party of China and the other revolutionary forces ... is also essential for a real comprehension of why
the first effort for a new beginning in the struggle against revisionism did not go deep enough, why the
Communist forces that were then forming anew, working together internationally, did not withstand
the pressure of imperialism and revisionism and  have largely  fallen  apart.”




Between 1979 and 1988, there appeared a

sequence of Joint Declarations issued by the "Rote * The revisionists are deploying
Fahne" of the Marxist-Leninist Party of Austria, their counterrevolutionary
"Westberliner Kommunist” and "Gegen die activity within the revolutionary
Strémung"” that were dealing critically with the movement worldwide and in
"Proposal” submitted by the Communist Party of West/Germany as well

China in 1963

"... Everywhere where the flames of
revolutionary — mass  struggles  are
spreading, international revisionism has
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these revisionists in the basic questions of
Communist theory and practice. Where
there are revolutionary mass struggles in progress, it will be of decisive importance to find ways for a
real debate among the revolutionary forces on all levels.”

* Clear programmatic aims, scientific-communist methods, revolutionary unity

~ of theory and practice!

For the evalutation of the experiences of the Marxists-Leninists in the struggle against modern revisionism,
the leaflet emphasizes three points:

"Without clear content, without clear programmatic objectives based on scientific Communism, an
international unity is not a real unity; apparent but only temporary successes would only herald
further catastrophic setbacks and defeats. Every solidarity, regardless how practical, would finally be

* in vain..

Indispensable are scientific methods, methos for the evaluation of the rich experiences of the
international workers' movement, as well as consciously fixed methods for an altercation of the
Marxists-Leninists among themselves, for discussion, critique and auto-critique, for an open and
public debate. : ‘ :

For the success of our common struggle it is first of all crucial, starting from the correct theory, to
translate this theory into practice and to develop a correct, principled, practical revolutionary activity
of international cooperation!"

The August leaflet of "Gegen die Stromung" was entitled:

Support the struggle of the colleagues, male and female, in
Bischofferode in the former GDR!

"The up to now most furious and long-lasting labour struggle against the quasi-colonial methods of
the West/German imperialists is characterized by the fact that it is not under the direction of the
reactionary DGB trade union leadership. On the conrtary - the ‘responsible’ bosses of the Industrial
Union of Mining and Chemistry (IGBE) has fallen on the back of the colleagues and has spoken out
directly against this struggle! The escalating forms of the struggle such as the occupation of the
factory or hunger strike, which have already left the frame of the usual forms of protest, signal the
great importance of the struggle. Finally, the call of the fighting colleagues of Bischofferode for

.
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support by actions in other enterprises is signalling to the West/German imperialists, too, that more is
at stake - and that still more can be at stake - than the fighting aim immediately envisaged, the
maintenance of the jobs in the potash pit in Bischofferode..."

Following the section "The politics of elimination the 'competitiors'” which demonstrates that the chemistry
giant and IG-Farben successor BASF simply wanted to get bothersome competition off its necks by the
closing down of the potash pit in Bischofferode, the leaflet goes on:

- * Tricks and methods of the West/German imperialists

The feigned 'simpathy’ of the media in the beginning, all too soon to be replaced by a smear-campaign and
a propaganda of lies, the splitting maneuvers by 'compromise offers', and not least the direct bribery of often
up to then acknowledged leaders of the struggles - all this belongs to the arsenal of tricks and methods by
which the West/German imperialists and their accomplices in politics, unions and media succeed time and
again strangling the struggles of the working women and men.

"The knowledge about these methods of struggle used by the West/German imperialists - depending
on the situation, combined with brutal police forc - is necessary in order to more successfully execute
the present and future struggles.”

* The necesarry strugle for the maintenance of the jobs and the perspective of
the further struggle

The struggles in Bischofferode are daily struggles, economic struggles for the immediate defense against
the attacks on the living situation of the working women and men; it is obvious that they are necessary, but,
at the same time, they demonstrate the necessity of a larger perspective of the struggle: a struggle that is
directed against the capitalist system itself. But not only this, as these struggles are directed not only against
the consequences of the annexation of the formder GDR by West/German imperialism, but objetively also
against the annexation itself.

"The development of the next months and weeks will show whether these struggles can develop into
an ignition spark of general discontent in the former GDR, whether even struggles unfold that carry
the struggle against the annexation of the former GDR consciously on their flag." :

Especially in view of capitalism restored "under socialist cover" in the Eastern European countries by the
revisionists, the leaflet poses the question: Fighting for a reform or for the revolutionary overthrow of
capitalism?

"... The aim cannot be the return to the mendacious conditions of the revisionist GDR under the
leadership of the SED which has - after some hopeful years in the beginning - stopped practicing
socialism in anything but words. What was practiced in reality was capitalism in disguise. There was
no socialist democracy whatsoever, no dictatorship of the proletariat; the activities of the state did not
lie in the hands of the working class. Our aims are the genuine ideals of the workers’ movement of all
counties ... The struggle in Bischofferode, as well as the struggles to come during the next years, will
confront these questions time and again, and will also put the question about the building of a

scientifically working Communist Party with clear-cut aims which is worth the name more and more
vehemently on the agenda ..."

Another topical contribution under the title "The soldiers of West/German imperialism in Africa on bloody
trails!" is directed against the intervention of Bundeswehr troops in Somalia.

In September, "Gegen die Stromung" published the leaflet: ,
What does the murderous massacre of the UN-troops in Somalia
show?

“... Indiscriminately, wihtout any immediate military purpose, calculated on the intimidating effect of
a massacre, the UN-troops in Somalia shoot down more than 100 women and children, unarmed




demonstrators. The fascist-cynical justification for the massacre of the UN-troops was: it was
necessary to destroy the "human rampar'!”

* The tradition of war crimes under UN-flag

Whether the military intervention in Korea 1950, the war against the national liberation movement in the
then "Belgian-Congo" in 1960 or the mass bombadrment of the civil population of Iraq - :

" .. the UN-flag has always served as an ideological and psychological protective shield to cover
and cloak the responsibility for these criminal wars." ‘

* The Bundeswehr - standing in the tradition of the nazifascist Wehrmacht -
under UN-flag

"This tradition of covering-up and cloaking is used more and more by the revanchist and militarist
army of West/German imperialism, too. The Bundeswehr, which has been active in a more or less
limited frame under flag of the NATO or also the UN in various military operations in diverse
countries, now wants to show (UN)-flag ... The fact that the soldiers of the Bundeswehr belong to the
same UN contingent that is at the moment engaged in the massacres in Somalia must be stressed all
the more, since German generals and officers are posing demonstratively as innocent bystanders. In
this, the aspect of rivalry with US-imperialism plays a role that is not to be underestimated. For in the
arguments about different tactics, it is not more or less "humanity’ that is at stake. The concern is the
neocolonialist aim of winning certain cliques of the local military and exploiting classes for one's own
side when it comes to building a 'new order’ in Somalia and of playing the first violin if possible."”

* Reasons of the criminal war action in Somalia

The fight against hunger which is presented as an alibi for the use of UN-troops by the big imperialist
powers is nothing but hipocrisy, because they themselves are producing this very same hunger in order to
enlarge their maximum profits even more. We see that something else is behind it:

" Direct economic interests in the considerable raw material deposits present at the horn of Africa
are interwoven with geographic and military-strategic considerations in view of a political
development in Eritrea an Ethopia whose outcome s currently still impossible to assess. What is
more, the purpose of the action is to show in advance to the ever more rising peoples of Africa - driven
by hunger and poverty and determined to strike back - what they have to expect in the case of an
armed uprising against the rule of the imperialists and their carefully groomed local cliques."

* The war in Somalia - prelude to new and larger military actions of the
Bundeswehr!

" .. This action is not only a further big military step of the Bundeswehr towards an open worldwide
military expansion, but also a large-scale maneuver of psychological warfare. The West/German
imperialists intend to attune their own population to permanent Bundeswehr wmilitary actions in local
wars..."

"Somalia - GSG 9 - Grams: A new stage of militarization and fascistization!" is the title of a seperate section.
For as early as 1977, West/German troops had already landed for a military action in Mogadiscio - the
infamous GSG 9-unit which stormed the hijacked Lufthansa airliner and killed the kidnappers.

"It's the same unit which has introduced a new stage of fascistization in the interior by openly
executing Wolfgang Grams ... The GSG 9 - elite unit of West/German imperialism. By then advance

troop for foreign military operations, today pacemaker of the accelerating process of fastistization in
the interior!”

* A challenge to all revolutionary forces

"The new stage of fascistization in the interior introduced by openly executing Wolfgang Grams, as
well as the new stage of military expansion by WestiGerman imperialism reached through the
intervention of the Bundeswehr in Somalia are a challenge to all revolutionary forces!"

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redakteur: K. Klirﬁkeit, Koblenzerstr. 4, 60327 Frankfurt/ Main




Information for revolutionary and Marxist-Leninist .
forces of all countries

Excerpts and synopsis from the publications by “Gegen die Sttdmung”- Organ for the
Building of the Marxist-Leninist Party of West Germany: October - December 1993
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In October, “Gegen die Strémung” published the leaflet:
”The Hamburg Insurrection is not a ‘matter of history’ but a rehearsal forthe future” (Ernst Thaelmann)

The Hamburg Insurrection of 1923

"Exactly 70 years ago, in October 1923, workers of both sexes oriented on Communism and organized
in the Party associations - guided and supported by the comrades of the Communist Party of Germany
(KPD) - took up armed struggle against the capitalist system and for the ideals of genuine socialism. The
Hamburg Insurrection was a fight at the barricades, it was an armed insurrection and also an organized
retreat. The workers, male and female, proved in practise that and how an armedinsurrectionin a highly
industrialized country can be conducted. The Hamburg Insurrection which was limitedin terms of locality
and time and did not become a signal for armed insurrection in other parts of Germany, it did not lead
to the victory of the proletarian revolution in Germany. Nevertheless, the study of all the circumstances
that triggered it, of the history preceding it and it’ s essential features is an indispensable task confronting
all forces who are taking the struggle against this imperialist system really seriously.”

* The Course of the Hamburg Insurrection

"...During the three days of the Hamburg Insurrection, a relatively small number of300 armedworkers,
guided by the KPD and practically supported by several thousand residents, succeededin holding the field
against a superiorforce twenty times as strong of an extremely well equipped police and army.”

Because of the lacking supportof the October struggles in Hamburg, however, the insurrection had to be aborted.
The exact planning and execution of the organized retreat is one of the special characteristics of the Hamburg
Insurrection:

"The insurgents had to bemoan only a minimum of losses, the wounded revolutionaries were brought
into safe shelters, the captured weapons were rescued and brought into hiding. The insurgent masses had
suffered a defeat for the time being, but were already preparing for the next battle at the same time.”

* The Background History of the Hamburg Insurrection

The Socialist October Revolution of 1917 in Russia had rocked imperialism in it’s foundations. After the
November Revolution, the intensification of the class struggles spread to Germany, too: strikes, manifestations,
demonstrations and hunger revolts were the order of the day, there were evén downright armed confrontations.
In the year 1923, the rule of the German bourgeoisie was not all safe because of the economic crisis and the
prevailing lack of political stability.

”The Communist Party, the KPD, founded only four years before, seized the possibility and dared the
attempt of an armed insurrection, even when victory was not safe out-and-out.”




* The Lessons of the Hamburg Insurrection

The reasons for the defeat of the Hamburg Insurrection was subjected to an exact analysis by the KPD and Ernst
Thaelmann: the mistakes within the Party, concerning the mobilization of the reserves and the Party’s tactics.
Comrade Thaelmann said, in his concluding statement concerning the investigation of the lessons of the Hamburg
Insurrection:

v Thus, in autumn 1923 the revolution failed because of the lack of one of it's most important
preconditions: the existence of a Bolshevik Party (Ernst Thaelmann, “The Lessons of the Hamburg Insurrection,”
1925)."

In a separate section, “The Hamburg Insurrection and the Necessary Analysis of the KPD from 1918 to
1933,” the leaflet posed the task of a brotherly and critical analysis of the revolutionary KPD, not only during the
Hamburg Insurrection but generally:

"For the inexorable question still stands, and also concerning the further development of the KPD
between 1923 and 1933, why the KPD didn’t succeed in mobilizing the majority of the working class, if
not for the proletarian revolution, so at least for the armed defense battle against nazifascism.”

But to analyse the lessons of the armed struggle at the Hamburg Insurrection also means to integrate these
experiences into the totality of the experinces gained during this time about armed struggle: the armed struggle
of the male and female workers of Vienna against austrofascism, of the peoples of Spain against francofascism
and the troops of Nazi-Germany and Mussolini, of the Communist fighters of both sexes in France, Italy, the
Netherlands, in Czechoslovakia and other countries against nazifascism.

” Only the analysis of all these armed struggles ... can create the preconditions to draw the lessons for
the battles to come, taking into account the conditions prevailing today in the most exact manner.”

The following leaflet appeared in november:
West/German imperialism Acts in the Pose of Victor of World War Ii!

» Now it has been consecrated, the ‘Neue Wache’ as ‘national memorial’ of West/German imperialism
- with great hoolabaloo and in accord with the maxim to really ‘draw a final stroke beneath the past’ now
... The background to this is that, by concluding the ‘Two-plu-Four-Treaty,’ formerly defeated German
imperialism succeeded in evading a just peace treaty including all the justified demands connected with
it.. “

* Obsequies for Muderers and Murdered?

"What was presented now by Kohl, Weizsaecker and Suessmuth, namely, the inauguration of this
‘monument for the victims of war and tyranny’, is but a further step in a long-termed plan to rehabilitate
the nazi-Wehrmacht in all realms of society...”

In it’s core, all of this is of course by no means new, but the logical continuation of the honouring of the graves
of the “Waffen-SS” in Bitburg in 1985. But the particular fashion, the loudness and audacity with which such
historical lies are trumpeted by the representatives of West/German imperialism can serve as a barometer not only
for the dangers of the process of consolidation - brought under way since the third October of 1989 - of an “all-
German” imperialism making the two German states and West-Berlin uniform more and more, but also:

” .. as barometer for the mounting success of the ideologues of this consolidating imperialism in
anchoring the mentality of the ‘final stroke’ in large paris of the population on the basis of imperialism’s
revanchist policy, in cementing it juridically in treaties and enforcing it worldwide in real politics.”




* Why West/German imperialism has Successfully Sabotaged the Conclusion of a Peace
Treaty for Decades

“...It's hard to believe, but true: up to the present day, no peace treaty exists between Germany and the
states of the Anti-Hitler Coalition ... Up to now, the West/German imperialists used to point to the so-
called ‘peacetreaty proviso’ - i.e., the conclusion of a peace traty sabotaged by them - when it came to the
recognition of the Oder-Neisse border as a just Western border of Poland, to the recognition of the
expulsion and resettlement of Germans from Poland, Hungary and Czechoslovakia as a necessary and
correct step andto the recognition and fulfillment of the demands of the victims of nazifascism - especially
in Eastern Europe, but also in other countries for indemnification and reparation.”

Rather, so the leaflet stresses, West/German imperialism succeeded in escaping every responsibility in
connection with the nazi regime by the ‘Two-plus-Four-Treaty” concluded between the four victor nations, the
GDR and West Germany. Of additional importance is the fact that

r»

" ... the signals emmited at the negotiations about the ‘Two-plus-Four-Treaty'” also showed that West/
German imperialism did not only recover from it's defeat in World War 11, but has also entered with
special aggressiveness the scene as an economic, political and military factor of worldwide importance
- as imperialist big power, that is.”

* Death to West/German imperialism, Revanchism and Militarism!

“In sum: The West/German imperialists didn’t accept a peace treaty, they trample the rights of the
people under their feet and prepare a new imperialist war, the rupture of the state of peace that existed
anyway only as ‘an end to the state of war.” This is directed against the imperialist competitors. This is
directed indirectly against the peoples living in the sphere of infuence of these imperialist rivals. This is
likewise directed as counterrevolutionary war against every progressive and revolutionary movement in
the world!...”

On the occasion of the ban on nearly 40 Kurdish organizations and worker’s associations by West/German

imperialism, the leaflet contains a topical contribution with the title “Fight Against the Ban on the Kurdish
Organizations!”
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The december leaflet carries the title:
”Everything Reactionary is the Same:

If You Don’t Hit it, It Won’t Fall!”

" 100 years ago, Mao Tse-tung was born. Since 1963 at the latest, his name stands for the open polemics
against the treachery of the phony Communists, the revisionists in the states of the Warsaw Pact and in
the Soviet Union. His name stands for the continuation of the revolution, for the construction of socialism
in China, for the worldwide struggle for Communism - Red China challenged imperialism and
revisionism. The Cultural Revolution begun in 1966 inspired and mobilized the revolutionary male and
female proletarians of all countries and spurred struggle of the revolutionary youth against all exploiting
authorities. After Mao' s death, however, Red China also changed colour, the revisionist bourgeoisie, after
having assumed power executed the restauration of capitalism and threw the doors wide open for world
imperialism. If today, on the occasion of the 100th birthday of Mao Tse-tung, both the evil slanders of the
bourgeoisie and the hypocritical praise of the opportunist experience a peak, they are nevertheless
pursuing, albeit by different means, a common goal: to eradicate the unforgettable and exemplary work
of Mao Tse-tung in the struggle for Communism!”




After this, some of the basic thoughts of
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* “Every Communist Must Grasp
The Truth, ‘Political Power Grows
Out of the Barrel of a Gun’”

* “Revisionism’s Assumption of
Power Is the Assumtion of Power
by the Bourgeoisie”

* “If You Want the Revolution, You
Must Have a Revolutionary Party”

*The main thing is to understand to le-

arn!” - that is the tifle of a separate section that wants to encourage the study of the writings of Mao Tse-tung.

Further, we can read:

* Did Mao Tse-tung Commit No Mistakes?

.. The essential and greatest world-historical accomplzshment of Mao Tse-tung consists inthat he has
led the the 600-million people of China to victory in the democratic stage of the revolution, shoulder to

shoulder with all other forces of the proletarian revoluti-
on and supported by Stalin’s Soviet Union ... This re-
quired the principled application of Marxism-Leninism
on the conditions of China, especially of the teachings of
Lenin and Stalin on the revolution in colonial, semi-
colonial and dependent countries. Mao Tse-tung has
solved this ask masterfully.A thoroughgoing study of the
history of the Chinese Revolution and the history of the
Communist Party of China is an indispensable precondi-

tion for forminga well-founded opinion about the work of
Mao Tse-tung.”

The leaflet stresses the necessity of an approach in the
assessment of the work of Mao Tse-tung both critical and in
solidarity and states:

”... In the spirit of such a critique carried out in
solidarity, our opinionis that Mao Tse-tung also commit-
ed mistakes, and very serious mistakes at that. At times,
he has held positions that represented a concession to
right-wing oppotunism and to the Chinese bourgeoisie
and had clear deviations from the teachings of Marxism-
Leninism on the dictatorship of the proletariat and on the
construction of socialism as a consequence.”
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“It is an indispensable task posed for all
organizations with a democratic and
revolutionary claim to fight against the ban
on the Kurdish Workers’ Party KWP and
other Kurdish organizations on the territory
of West Germany, West Berlin and the former
GDR and, additionally, to support the Kurdish
comrades in their struggle as effectively as
possible.

Forit'sprimarily arequirement of solidarity,
a moral obligation, to lend maximal support
to all oppressed peoples and, accordingly,
also to the part of the Kurdish people living
on the present official territory of Turkey in
their just struggle for their right to secession
Jrom the Turkish state, their right to create a
state of their own.”

Further, the leaflet makes clear that this support is a
direct obligation for all West/ German organizations in
the fight against their “own” imperialism. It would be
totally false to present the latter one merely as
“accomplice” thattolerates the fascistregime in Turkey,

for,

“onthe contrary, West/Germanimperialism
is an imperialist big power, if not the decisive
imperialist big power, that has the strings in
it’s hands, that supports the fascist regime in

Turkey, counsels and finances it, supplies it
withweapons and is keeping it at the saine time
in the status of a half-colony.”

What is more, the Kurdish comrades play an
outstanding role in the struggle against the state
fascistisation. They resolutely mobilize their forces
against the ban on the Kurdish organizations and are -
in this respect - in the forefront of the struggle against
West/German imperialism.

“To leave the Kurdish comrades to themselves
in this struggle would simply be treachery of
proletarianinternationalism and of the struggle
against West/German imperialism.”

After the ban of the KPD (Communist Party of
Germany) in 1956, the ban on GUPS and GUPA
(organizations of Palestinian students and workers) in
1974 and the ban on DEV SOL and HALK DER
(workers’ organizations in Turkey) in 1983, the ban on
the Kurdish organizationsis anew leap in the progressing
curtailment of the remaining democratic ri ghts in West/
Germany,

“For that reason, every democratic and
revolutionary organization must realize that it is
threatened by being banned at any time. On the
other hand, it would be a victory also for their
work, if common struggle succeeded in undoing
the ban on the Kurdish organizations.”




QO Reasons for the lacking cooperation of
democratic and revolutionary organizations

The worldwide decline of revolutionary, of Communist
organizations, and connected with it, the nearly total
abandonment of the cooperation of Communist forces
on the basis of proletarian internationalism is certainly
one important reason for this. But this argument alone
doesn’t reach far enough. The deeper reason lies in the
often underestimated influence of revisionist forces
with their theory and practice geared to reformism and
nationalism.

“The missing atmoshere of a criticism and
self-criticismin a spirit of solidarity, of a public
polemic about all essential questions of principle
and of current affairs prepared the ground for a
situation where existing weaknesses and
mistakes, small ones as well as important ones,
were not removed but cultivated.

By this, the stage was set for a development
where the imperialist and reactionary forces of
the whole world could push through their long-
known tactics of “divide and rule” - especially
by means of the poison of nationalism... The fact
of the matter is that only strong Communist
organizations, really Communist Parties can
uncompromisingly withstand the terror of
reaction, thepoisonof revisionismandtheplague
of nationalism.”

Q Mutual support and public criticism do
not exclude each other!

“Even today it is possible and necessary for
the revolutionary forces to support each other
practically and to cooperate ... But this
cooperation must be combined with a public
discussion on the existing ideological and
political contradictions.”

To all those who defame - under the pretext of
“struggling in the hail of bullets of the enemy” - every
criticism as the work of the enemy, the leaflet retorts:

“People who try to strangle criticism in this
manner are taking the skewed road of
bureaucracism and revisionist officialdom and
will inevitably paralyse the revolutionary
initiative even of their own comrades...”

QO The Nazi-murders of Moelln and
Solingen

“The slander campaign practised by West/
German imperialism, among others against
asylum-seeking persons and other people of a
variety of nationalities living and working here
has created an atmosphere in which neo-Nazi
organizations could execute dozens of murders.”

It’s not surprising that also agents of West/German
imperialism and other reactionary forces of various
countries, for example Turkish fascists, tried to creep
into the protest movement forming itself against the
Nazi-murdersin Moelln and Solingen of Turkish women
and girls, and to grab for the leadership of the movement.

“That is why it was phenomenal that Spanish,
Iranian and Kudish youths demonstrated
togetherwithTurkishand Germanyouths against
the Nazi-murders of Moelln and Solingen....

In ourview it is entirely right and appropriate
that Kurdish comrades took part in these anti-
Nazi struggles, precisely and especially against
the ‘Turkish flag’... With this, they didn’t only
fight against the Nazis in West/Germany, but
they also created, in a really internationalist
manner, the germ form of a common stand and
struggle of the youths of all nationalities here.
For only in the common struggle - this is shown
by the historical experience of the worker’s
movement and the revolutionary movement of

- all countries - can debates in the spirit of
solidarity, can productive debates about
nationalism and the dividing policies of
imperialism be carried out.”

Finally, the leaflet deals with the perspective of a
closer cooperation between the democratic and
revolutionary forces of the most various nationalities in
West/Germany:

“The indispensable precondition for such a
cooperation are in our view consciously fixed
methods of discussion, of public debate, criticism
and self-criticism. The hushing up of the existing
ideological an political contradictions can be
no base for this necessary common struggle. Of
primary importance will be to establish regular
connections, to enter into discussions and to
give mutual support as a first step on the way to
an organized cooperation.”
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The leaflet contains the enclosure “The declaration
ofthe ERNK (National Liberation Front of Kurdistan )
concerning the Nazi-murders in Solingen does

damage to the antifascist forces Jighting in West/
Germany,”
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In February, the leaflet appeared:

“The police nark Klaus Steinmetz from
Wiesbaden leads the command unit of the GSG
9 (“antiterrorism” unit of West/German
imperialism which killed Wolfgang Grams) to
the site of the execution. In Tubingen, in F reiburg
and in Frankfurt/Main, police informers were
unmasked. Narks, undercover agents... Since
more than 150 years, the counter-revolutionary
classes are sending informers into the ranks of
the worker’s movement, into the ranks of the
revolution. But that’s not all: another, and still
more effective method consists in the enlistment
of informers who are recruited from amongst
former revolutionaries who have grown tired
and got under pressure, who have become
vulnerable to blackmail or are blackmailed.

The Germanbourgeoisie has been, and still is,
worldwide among the leading bourgeoisies in
this respect, if it is not actually the leading one.
The term GESTAPO, Secret State Police, in
connection with a whole system of Gestapo
narks and informers has become the embodiment
of counterrevolution in all of the world...

The correct approach to the problem of the
informers and the adoption of the right counter-
measures in the ideological, political and
organizationalrealmis of very greatimportance
for all authentically revolutionary and
uncompromisingly democratic forces.”

Q Simple rules with large effect

it, tell it only to the one who must know it’ - this
and similarly simple rules had to become
habitual, their transgression (for example to ask
an illegal comrade where he lives) had to be
excluded, had to be made impossible by the
whole atmoshere of the work...

Further, it was of huge importance that the
KPD had a military apparatus of professionals,
of professional revolutionaries which evaluated
systematically allreports oninformers andpolice
methods, on arrests, behaviour under torture
and the situation in the prisons...

The regular examination of all important life
circumstances of the cadrewas also animportant
means in the struggle against police spies ...
Only if the whole biography of a comrade is
known to the maximally possible degree and if

~his or her present circumstances of life and

capabilities and emotions in the revolutionary
struggle have been scrutinized, the best protection
against infiltration of informers can be
guaranteed. Therefore, a struggle on two Jronts
was necessary: On the one hand, the struggle
againstgullibility, onthe other hand, the struggle
againstthe creation of anatmospere of mistrust.”

The leaflet closes with the words:

“The system of the centralized democratic
Communist Party is not immune against spies.
But it is the most effective system if and when the
correct line contributes ideologically and
politically to an atmosherewithin the Communist

Among the successful counter-measures taken by the
* KPD of Thaelmann in it’s struggle against the sinister
activities of the informers were the following:

Party that enables it to work with scientific
methods in the organizational realm, too. And
then the spieswill have a difficult, a very difficult

““Don’ttell anything to anyone who can know life before them.”




The march leaflet carried the title:

“After Cambodia and Somalia, the West/
German militarists take the next step in their
plans of conquest. German soldier’s boots are
to march once again on areas which have
already been devastated by German soldiers
of the Nazi Wehrmacht! The warin Yuogoslavia
fanned especially by West/German imperialists
offers itself as an excellent training, not only
for the German Nazis in the pay of the Ustacha
fascists, but also for the Bundeswehr (federal
army), and on a large scale!”

Q German arrogance and “bravery” -
warmongering

The respective countries where the Bundeswehr
willenter the scene in the future, here more massively,
there more. cautiously, may not be fixed in detail,
pretexts and relizations of the martial conflicts may
still have to be concocted:

“One thing is clear: there is not one conflict
in the world, not a single one, in which West/
German imperialismis notinvolved or collects
informations, and prepares for a possible
intervention.”

Q Not only shori-term profits

1t’s not primariuly the short-term profits of the arms
dealers and profiteers that are most important. Such
“projects” can often cost West/German imperialists
more than they are able to collect in direct profits for
the moment.

“These are costs for training “close to
practice” that are paid willingly, given the
far-reaching plans in the accelerating crisis
for the preparation even for worldwide military
conflicts.”

That profits of a totally different dimension are at
stake is shown by the leaflet by taking as an example
the war in ex-Yugoslavia which was fanned and
forced by West/German imperialism through the

“recognition” of Croatia, throughintense arms dealing
and finally by military interventions under
“humanitarian” cloak.

“As soon as the whole country will be largely
destroyed and not only hotels and factories,
but also the whole infrastructure can be bought
at dumping prices, the great moment of West/
German imperialismwill come. Invesiments in
a size of dozens of billions - dubbed of course
as ‘help’ - are to make the country a safe zone
of influence for West/German imperialism in
it’s competition with the other imperialist big
powers.”

Other crucial points of the leaflet ate:

QO Be aware of the interventionist pro-
paganda of the imperialisis!

QO No illusions about West/German impe-
rialism, revanchism and militarism!

As it has occured so many time since 1945, the just
anti-fascist struggle of the peoples of the world against
Nazi-Germany is is used by West/German imperialim
to justify one imperialist and reactionary war today and
another one tOmMoIrow,

“The arsonists are playing the role of the
innocent burghers, the same people who
contributed heavily to this conflict, who took
partin it’s organization and made it possible
are now posing as humanitarians and helpers...

It is the task of the Communist forces to
destroy the illusions about West/German
imperialism, especially in the heads of the
revolutionaries, to demonsirate the metho-
dicalness and lawlike regularity in the struggle
of West/German imperialism for world power in
terms of principle as well as in as concretely a
manner aspossible, to spreadfull consciousness
about it and to lead and organize the active
struggle against it.”

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redakteur: K. Klimkeit, Koblenzer Str. 4, 60327 Frankfurt / Main
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Excerpts and synopsis from the publications by “Gegen die Strémung”- Organ for the
-Leninist Party of West Germany: April - June 1994

Appears quaterly in Turkish, Persian, French, ENGLISH, Spanish and ltalien

In April “Gegen die Strémung” published -
“Westberliner Kommunist” - the leafiet:

in the course of a closer cooperation together with

The leaflet begins with the words:

“During the last weeks, the Turkish state

apparatus intensified it's military and ideologi-

cal fight against the Kurdish liberation move-

ments and the Kurdish population. The arrest of
Kurdish parlamentarians, the murder of edito-

rial staff members of Kurdish newspapers, mas-

sacers of the Kurdish population - the Turkish
state shows more and more openly the grimace
of naked military dictatorship lurking behind
the mask of ‘parlamentarianism’ and ‘reforms’,

Inthe process, West/German imperialism takes
more andmore upon the role of the leader of the

politics of the Turkish state, but also the role of
the ‘advertising manager’. The ban on the Kuyr-

dish Worker’s Party (KWP) and other Kurdish
organisations in West Germany, West Berlin
and the former GDR is accompanied by a shrill
concert of dirty arguments against the Kurdish

liberation movement,”

have to be expulsed, no matter what is at
stake”

QO Destroy the lie “The cause of the Kurds
is justified, but the conflict has nothing to
do with Germany”

Q Destroy the hypocrisy “The form of the
protestis only doing damage to the Kurdish
cause and only provoking the police”

O Destroy the infamy “In the solidarity
work, one must separate the ‘good’
democratic organisations of the Kurds from
the ‘bad’ PWK”

Another issue of the leaflet is the current-events
contribution “The Nazi Arsonist Attack on the Syn-
agoge in Lubeck”. The leaflet comments:

“...That nothing else is to be expected from the

In the following, the leaflet disproves some of the
most central lies that are spread by the various depart-
ments of West/German imperialism against the Kur-
dish liberation struggle:

Q Destroy the slander “The Kurdish

‘organisations are part of international

terorrism”

O Destroy the campaign “The Kurds are
guests, if they don’t behave properly, they

Nazis and other criminals is only one side of the
matiter. The other side of the coin is that they can
count on mounting assent for these actions, that
the whole atmosphere is changig in one certain
direction, that, seen from the nazis’ point of
view, for reasons of ‘public relations work’ not
only houses of asylum seeking persons are set on
fire, but also synagogues. All of this shows how
the gentlemen politicians and professors, that
means, large parts of the public, have paved and
prepared the way in such a manner that these




attacks on synagogues only meetwith thinprotest
and are even regardedmore or less as ‘normal’...
The necessary radical struggle against anti-Se-
mitism is always connected with an ideological

struggle against German chauvinism and West/
German imperialism’s policy striving for world
domination!”
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in Mai/June the following leaflet was published by “Gegen die Strémung” and “Westberliner

Komimunist” in the course of a ¢closer collaboration:

The introduction of the leaflet reads:

“The uprising in Chiapas in the south of
Mexico early this year came like a ray of hope
for revolutionaries all over the world, at a time
when it appears as if international imperia-
lism were on an unstoppable offensive on a
broad front and as if the revolutionaries were
beaten. The revolutionary siruggles in Mexico
give people courage and prove yet again that
the contradictions of the imperialist system
cannot be solved by itself, that the struggles of
the peoples will breakout with renewed strength
to resolve these contradictions in a revolutio-
nary way, i.e. through the overthrow and de-
struction of the imperialist system.”

Representatives of “Spartakus” (Organ for the Buil-
ding of the Marxist-Leninist Party in Turkey) and of
“Gegen die Stromung” had the opportunity to meet in
Barcelona with comrade P., a representative of the
“Movimento Revolucionario de México”, and to con-
duct with him a thoroughgoing discussion published in
the leaflet in extracts.

O The Uprising in Chiapas

The Mexican comrade describes the beginning and
course of the Chiapas uprising as follows:

“In the night of December 31st to January
Istfive towns in Chiapas were occupied simul-
taneously in the early hours of the morning ...
Three of these towns have more than 100,000
inhabitants. We have been asked again and
again whether the uprising in Chiapas was
also linked with the implementation of the
NAFTA-treaty on the lst of January. Ans-
wering this question in an interview Marcos
explained thatin such an action surprise is the

most important factor, and so they chose
December 31st to start the uprising, because
most of the soldiers and police get drunk on
New Year's Eve. And so it was; so that troops
from Mexico City could not be sent so quickly
and itwas only on January 2nd that units of the
army could be despatched.

We chose the federal state of Chiapas and
those cities to unleash the insurrection,
because one of our most important aims
\| was to reveal to the whole world the condi-
|| tions in which we, the people, have to live,
\| and to do this we had to direct such a
|| powerful blow at the state authorities that
Il they would be unable to hush it up.

In addition, many Non-Governmental Orga-

~ nisations (NGOs) from Europe and the USA

work in Chiapas. San Cristébal is an im-
portant tourist attraction and hundreds of
tourists were present in the town when it was
taken. It was for this reason that the Mexican
state was unable to conceal the news of the
uprising. The long-term occupation of the ci-
ties, however, was never a part of the plan. The
EZLN (Zapatista National Liberation Army)
wanted to strike a blow at the Mexican siate in
a glare of publicity and then withdraw...

In the course of the first five days we succee-
ded in killing 300 soldiers and taking 280
prisoners. We also captured about 1,000 wea-
pons, such as pistols, rifles and machine guns
aswell as 1,400 kilos of dynamite. We brought
down 3 helicopters and 3 aeroplanes and
succeeded in releasing all the prisoners from
three jails. At the moment in the Lacandon
jungle there is a liberated area of 30,000
square kilometres ... On January 8th the other
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politico-military organisations carried out
actions to express their solidarity with the
uprising in Chiapas and also as a sign of
condemnation of the massacre that the Mexi-
can state had committed against the civilian
population.”

Concerning the so-called “peace negotiations”, the
comrade said:

“We believe that three factors induced the
Mexican government to begin the so-called
“negotiations” and to stop bombing the civi-
lian population. First of all the Mexican go-
vernment realised that contrary to their initial
assumptions they were unable to crush the
insurrection ina surprise coup. This was com-
pounded by their fear on the 8th of January
that the uprising might spread across the ent-
ire country. And finally there was the huge
sympathy that the uprising had aroused among
the population as a whole... All these factors
were decisive in changing the tactics of the
Mexican government. They had to gain time in
order to isolate the EZLN and to present the
situation to the rest of the world as if the
struggle of the EZLN were quite unjustifiable,
so that they could polish up their ownimage in
order to crush the insurrection afterwards...

As regards the “negotiations” I must say
that in reality no proper negotiations ever
took place. The EZLN put forward forty de-
mands in the cathedral of San Cristobal and
the Mexican government made forty replies in
return. But this was in no way a negotiation. It
is clear on both sides that the problems of
Mexico cannot be solved at the negotiating
table. The Mexican government wants some
sort of “dialogue”.

Other points of the interview were:
O Democratic struggle is necessary, but
the revolution in Mexico will be a socialist
one!

O West/German imperialism in Mexico

Q On international contacts, on relation-

ships to the revolutionary movement in the
world

O On the revolutionary organisations in

You can get the leaflet documented here in extracts "Long
Live the Revolution in Mexico" (8 DIN A4 pages, DM 1.-) in
German, Turkish, French, English and Spanish through
Buchladen Georgi Dimitroff
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. LongLive the and economy of Mexico;
Revolution in Mexicol s
ey Emiliano Zapata and

Pancho Villa-two leaders
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from1810- 1819; on the
situation of the comrades
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Mexico and the guestion of the Communist
Party

The “Movimiento Revolucionario de México” repre-

sented by comrade P.

“...is an amalgation of all the revolutionary
organisations engaged in an armed struggle
in Mexico. There are seven: the Zapatista
National Liberation Army (EZLN), the Revo-
lutionary Clandestine Workers’ Party -
People’s Union (PROCUP), the Party of the
Poor (P.D.L.P.), the Armed Vanguard of the
People (V.A.P.), the Che Guevara Brigade
(B.C.G.), the Simon Bolivar Brigade (B.S.B.),
the Revolutionary Armed People’s Organisa-
tion (O.RA.P.).”

“...The aims of our struggle are: the seizure
of power, the smashing of the Mexican state
and the establishment of the dictatorship of
the proletariat in order to build socialism.
Obviously, and I need not mention this expli-
citly, socialism is the first step on the road to
communism,”

“As a basic programme we study the “Com-
munist Manifesto” by Marx and Engels, then
“What is to be done?”, “One Step forward,




two steps back”, “Two tactics of social de-
mocracy in the democratic revolution” and
“State and revolution” by Lenin and the “Hi-
story of the C.P.S.U. (B) - Short course” by
Stalin ... And of course, military writings are
very important for us...”

At the end, the representative of “Gegen die Stro-
mung” declared:

“Finally we would like to say that for us it
was important to understand that our way of
thinking and the world in which we live is very
different from the world you and your comra-
des come from, the world of the armed upri-
sing, in which many of the ideological qu-
estions do not have the importance they might
have for us here. We do not mean that contra-
dictions should be hushed up. - we will discuss

Answering the question why the seven organisations
of the “MRM” do notunite and merge into one Commu-
nist Party, given their consent in questions of principle,
comrade P. elucidated the line of the Mexican comra-
des on the building of the Party:

“When one looks at history one can see that
there are three types of vanguard. First of all
there is the revolutionary vanguard to which
all the revolutionary organisations belong,
but they are scattered across the whole coun-
try and when they do have links with one
another this is a fairly loose coordination. A
revolutionary organisation consists of a core
of professional revolutionaries; they have
worked out a correct political line and strate-
gy based on Marxism-Leninism; they train
their cadres not only in revolutionary determi-
nation in the face of the enemy, but also in the
adoption of a revolutionary attitude towards
one’s comrades, towards the masses and to life
in general - for example the necessity of cri-
ticism and self-criticism - the basic form of
struggle being the armed struggle. Then there
is the vanguard of the stage; this will be only
one of the revolutionary organisations, which
becomes inpractice the vanguard for a certain
stage of the struggle. They stand out because
of their maturity and ability; they lead an
ideological struggle against the mistakes and
deviations of the other revolutionary organi-
sations; they determine the correct line and
guide the other revolutionary organisations,
just as Lenin with Iskra secured the political
and ideological leadership of the Bolsheviks.
Then there is the historically determined van-
guard, the Communist Party. This is the most
conscious vanguard of the working class, which
leads and organises the oppressed and explo-
ited masses in the struggle for the proletarian
revolution and the establishment of the dicta-

them. We merely want to stress that direct
participation in the revolution and within this
framework carrying out ideological debate is
a correct procedure. We cannot sit here in our
privileged situation, where we are able to
arrange meetings or conferences to discuss
problems and then approach revolutionary
movements in other countries from above.
Quite the reverse; we should attempt primarily
to learn from the experiences and difficulties
of the revolutionary movements and in this
process of learning discuss our positions on
basic questions such as the communist party
or the dictatorship of the proletariat. We do
not want to set such questions aside, but in
West/Germany we do want to consider as one
of our basic tasks to do all we can with practi-
cal propagandain support of the revolution in
Mexico. Wewill seek constantly to be informed
on the revolutionary process in Mexico and on
‘the armed struggle, so that public opinion
around the world will be aware of the im-
portance of your struggle and give all the
support possible.”

And the Mexican cémrade added:

“Ibring greetings toyou fromall our fighters.
Our struggle did not begin on January 1st 1994,
but thirty years ago. It will continue for a very
long time, for the enemy we are dealing with is
economically and politically powerful. Howe-
ver we are sure - otherwise we would not have
embarked on this struggle in the first place - that
sooner or later we will be victorious. VENCE-
REMOS!”

The leaflet contains another topical contribution on
the “Cooperation of Nazis and Police” during the
pogrom-like huntof people from other couniries through
the streets of Magdeburg in the former GDR.

torship of the proletariat. This develops du-
ring the struggle and arises out of the unity of
the revolutionary vanguards.”

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redakteur: K. Klimkeit, Koblenzer Str. 4, 60327 Frankfurt / Main
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In the frame of the closer cooperation between the two organiztions, “Gegen die Strémung” and
“Westberliner Kommunist” published, in July, the following leaflet with identical texts:

“70years ago, comrade Stalinwrote the work
‘The Foundations of Leninism’. This work, writ-
ten on the occasion of the death of comrade
Lenin, contains with it’s thematic and logigal
structure no more, but also no less than a basic
introduction and orientation for the study of the
theory of scientific Communism in the era of
imperialismandthe proletarian revolution. The
ideological struggle for the defense of thiswork
of Stalin directed against the pseudo-marxist
currents of his time is separating

era of imperialism, whose historical roots are to be
found mainly in an internationally new situation. Se-
condly, the organic connection between the teachings
of Marx and Engels and Leninism as an epochal
further development of Marxism, Finally, the interna-
tional character of Leninism, the validity of it’s core
statements for all countries notwithstanding the fact that
itincludes “Russian particularities” and had to take into
account the concrete conditions of Russia at the time in
question,

the truly Communist forces from

the revisionists and reformists even
today ... Many young comrades
have never read a work by Stalin
himself, but then probably all the
more about him - and what that
was is all too evident. But actually
it should be equally evident that
true revolutionaries should not
blindly parrot anticommunist slan-
der but should obtain an ownpictu-
re for themselves about what and

J. V. STALIN

THE FOUNDATIONS
OF LENINISM

O  “The fundamental question
in Leninism, it’s point- of de-
parture is the question of the
dictatorship of the proletariat”

Here, the leaflet deals with theree essen-
tial traits of the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat: itis aninstrument of the proletarian
revolution, it is the violent, dictatorial
oppression of the expoiters and reactio-
naries on the one hand and at the same
time, the highest form of democracy, the

how Stalin has written...”

Price: DM 5.-

socialist democracy for the majority of

Afteran elucidation of the inner logic and systematics
of the structure of this work, the leaflet turns to two
central questions from “The Foundations of Leninism”
that are dealt with there in order to enhance understan-

ding:

Q “Leninism is the Marxism of the era of
imperialism and the proletarian revolution”

Three essential aspects of this definition of Leninism
ate elucidated here: firstly, Leninism as Marxism of the

the toiling masses, the formerly exploited.

A separate section deals with the “Necessity of cri-
ticism and self-criticism and of the struggle against
opportunism.” It was not by accident that Stalin places
the chapter “The Method” before dealing with the
theory of Leninism in his work, for

“even the best theory is good for nothing ifit is
not in accord with practice, if the politics of the
Communist Party is not in accordance with it’s
line, ifit is not ready 1o learn from it’s mistakes




inorderto revolutionize and develop itself further
by the uncovering of the problems, mistakes and
con-tradictions ... The possibly most important
passagefor the Communistforcesinthe chapter
“The Method’ concerns the merciless denounce-
ment of all efforts to stifle criticism and to
prevent self-criticism, to presentit as a matter of
the ‘silent chamber’... The revolutionary ap-
proach to criticism and self-criticism - frankly
admitting a mistake, ascertaining the reasons
forit, analyzing the circumstances which gave
rise to it and thoroughly discussing the means
of correcting it (see Stalin, “The Foundations of
Leninism,” 1924, Peking 1965, p. 19) - is the decici-

ve means to enhance the consciousness of our
comrades, but also of the masses outside of the
party, in order to make the Communist Party
and the dictatorship of the proletariat invin-
cible.”

Additionally, the leaflet contained a topical contribu-
tion and a poster about the Murder of Halim Dener:

“On July 1th, 1994, the 16-year-old Kurdish
revolutionary Halim Denerwas shot in the back
atpoint-blank range by the West/Germanpolice
while hewas placarding! Fighthe state fascisti-
fication! Forgive nothing, forget nothing!”

AR DA ¢

The August-leaflet - in the frame of a closer cooperation between “Gegen die Stromung” and
“Westberliner lommunist,” published with identical texts by both organizations - carried the title:

“The police of West/German imperialism has
been terrorizing the male and female comrades
of the ‘Autonomous Antifa (M)’ in Goettingen
more and more by house searches, criminal
identification, threats with detention and the
damocles’ sword of the persecution as a ‘crimi-
nal association’ during the last weeks. This
police terroris part of a heightened persecution
during the lastmonths of all those forces that are
consistently fighting back against the nazi ter-
ror and the state fascistification as well. It has
been generally the case since the FRG started to
exist that the nazis were treated gently and the
anti-nazis were persecuted. The peculiarity of
the situation of these last years is that in view of
the nazi murders, the so-called ‘reputation of
Germany’ has suffered on the international pla-
ne, so that hypocritical declaration after hypo-
critical declaration about the ‘necessary civil
courage’ drippedfromthe lips of thepoliticians,
while photo troups and action commandos of the
police protecied the nazi meetings and -manife-
stations against the anti-nazi forces that were in
turn persecuted, beaten up and even killed!”

propagates the inseperable relation between fascism
and imperialism, between the nazi gangs and the state
fascistification, organizationally, it advocates a binding
principle of organization and furthers the cooperation of
the anti-fascist forces; in the practical realm, it has
become, not least by meetings, leaflets etc. and also by
successful actions and militant demonstrations; an im-
portant center in the practical fight against the nazi
gangs and the fascistification of the state.

“These are the reasons for the intensified
police terror and, at the same time, for the
necessity of a strengthened solidarity with the
comrades of the Antifa (M) Goetinngen.”

In a special section “Some Points of Discussion
Concerning the Conception of the Antifa (M)”, some
our most central points of criticism of the political line
of the Antifa (M) are presented. And here, at once a
problem emerges: on the one hand, the Antifa (M) has
no clearly formulated Communist claim, at least public-
ly, on the other hand, it breaks by itself out of the frame
of the anti-fascist struggle and broaches also questions
of socialism:

In the it’s further text, the leaflet treats the question of
why it is especially the comrades of the Antifa (M) who
have presently become the target of persecution and
criminalization by the state: politically, the Antifa (M)

“We think that our critique about such points
- (among others, it’s assessment - wrong in our
view - of the socialist Soviet Union at the times
of Lenin and Stalin, it’s stand concerning the
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dictatorship of the proletariat and the building
ofthe Communist Party, note of author) - cannot
be directed at it’s address as an antifascist
organization. But if the Antifa (M) propagates
positions beyond this frame, it has also to accept
criticism that goes well beyond the immediate
Jrame of the anti-fascist democratic struggle.”

O Our position on the relation between
democratic and communist struggle

“.."According to our view, the democratic
struggle in all it’s forms is no purpose in itself,
but is to serve the development of consciousness
and the organization especially of the struggle
Jor the preparation and realization of the socia-
list revolution!...”

“It is difficult here to determine correctly the
interrelationship and priorities between the un-
avoidable tasks in the democratic struggle in all
it’s aspects and, at the same time, the necessity
of the intensifictation of Communist propagan-
da and of the primary investment of our forces
into the building of the Communist Party ... But

under the pretext of ‘caring only for the socialist
revolution’ can precisely be sabotaged and ob-
structed the indispensable democratic struggle
against nationalism and racism, against the
special features of West/German imperialism,”

“Therefore, it is very important to point the
democratic struggle onto the special features of
one’s own imperialism, to really pull down the
phony-democratic mask of the main enemy of
the socialist revolution. In this sense, the- advan-
cing democratic struggle is a lever Jor the pre-
paration of the socialist revolution, without it.
socialist revolution worth the name is even un-
thinkable.

For this reason, we strive, especially in the
democratic realm, for the cooperationwithother
Jorces, for this reason, we direct the attention on
the revolutionary comrades in the plants and
enterprises. The co-operation with other forces
presupposes solidarity, but also readiness for
discussion and mutual criticism, for only that
way, a long-term and fruitful co-operation can
develop!”

- R A S A

In the frame of their closer cooperation, “Gegen die Stromung” and “Westberliner Kommunist”
published in September the following leaflets with identical texts:

“... Whatever the outcome of the parliamen-
tary elections will be - whether Kohl ‘stays’ or
Scharping ‘comes’ -, it is a matter of no im-
portance for more and more people because
they feel that nothing essential will change. But
the fact that the election theatre attracts ever
less attention, that the clique of the Bonn poli-
ticians has less and less authority and profile
must not dupe the revolutionary forces: the
influence of the ruling class on the great mass of
the working people is still enormous, and those
who turn away in disgust from the parliamen-
tary fraud don’t transform themselves automa-
tically into revolutionaries nor even consistent
democrats by that...”

The parliamentary system protects the
dictatorship of capital

2o

The leaflet poses the question why, in the face of the
historical and daily experiences with “democracy” and
their “democratic rights” in West/Germany, so many
people belive in the illusion of parliamentarianism with
nearly unshakable steadfastness.

“Well, on the one hand, the fact of the matter
is that bourgeois parliamentarism is the most
secure and refined system for the deception of
the working masses, for the veiling of the capi-
talist relations of exploitation. Along with this
comes, especially in West/Germany, an alomost
superstitious reverence for the state and it’s
organizations that approaches superstition,”

“Itis the task of the revolutionary Communist
Jorces o prove why the wohle parliamentary
system has absolutely nothing to do with de-




mocracy; they must prove why it is nothing but
a disguise for the dictatorship of the capital , a
disguisewhichmore andmore wears through in
the course of state fascistification and which ‘in
case of emergency’, i.e. if capitalism is being
threatened, will be thrown away like an oldpiece
of cloth and being replaced by a bloody military
and police dictatorhip.”

Q Consequences from the realization that

this system is not at all democratic

“Only when there is full clarity about the
essence of the capitalist state, it’s political gar-
ment, but also it’s main instruments, military
and police, only thenwill theworking and explo-
ited masses be able to realize that a reformist,
‘parliamentary’ abolition of this state appara-
tus is impossible. Mainly here lies the special
danger emanating from the PDS (revisionist
“Party of Democratic Socialism” ) which assu-
mes the role of the reformist opposition in order
fo paralyze the revolutionary forces.

...The victory of the revolutionary forces can
be achieved only in armed struggle directed by
the party of the proletariat... Only after the
overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the destructi-
onofit’s state apparatus can anew state be built
on the basis of socialist democracy. After the
overthrow of the bourgeoisie, it’s resistance
doesn’t stop, however. On the contrary, the
more the power of the proletariat consolidates
itself, the more embittered the resistance of the
bourgeoisie will grow. Because of this, the du-
rable liberation from exploitation and oppressi-
on, the liquidation of the bourgevisie as a class,
the creation of socialist relations of production
and also the socialist democracy are quite im-
possible without dictatorship of the proletariat.
And: democracy for the mass of the working
people and the dictatorship of the proletariat
over reactionaries and former exploiters don’t
exclude each other, but are on the contrary
preconditions of each other...

What's also necessary is clarity about the
aims afer a socialist revolution -irrespective of
how far this revolution might seem away... A
main point of this new proletarian democracy is
the steady raising of the activity of the broad
masses of the working people, their control and
criticism, their active and organized participa-
tion in the execution of state power.”

Especially in the face of the revisionist change of
colour of the formerly socialist countries in the fifties
and sixties, resp. later in China and Albania, especially
in the face of these historical experiences, it is all the
more important to make conscious and to defend the
importance of socialist democracy put into practice in
the socialist Soviet Union at the time of Lenin and Stalin
for the first time. Further, the text reads:

“The experiences of the struggles of the first
proletarianrevolution, the Paris Commune, have
already shown that there are three essential
measuresto safeguard and consolidate the socia-
list democracy, it’s execution and strenthening:
(1) the elected representatives can be recalled
at any time. (2) The elected body of representa-
tives has to be legislative and executive at the
same time. (3) Communistforces entrusted with
state or administration tasks get worker’s sa-
lai’y.”

Q Our perspective

“To put the destruction of the old reactionary
state apparatus in the civil war by the majority
of the working class and it’s allies and the
erection of the dictatorship of the proletariat
into action, on must not think in too short terms.
This necessitates along-term, consciously execu-
ted struggle against West/German imperialism
that is envisaged to last for years. The prepara-
tion and execution of the civil war can only be
realized by a revolutionary Communist Party

‘which carries socialist consciousness into the
working class and plans, organizes and directs
it’s struggle in all areas. The construction of
such a party is what we see as our main task of
today...!”
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In October, “Gegen die Strémung” presented the following draft resolution in the form of a leaflet
to promote the discussions preceding the Second Party Conference:

“Five years after the ‘Opening of the Wall’ by
the bankrupt revisionist-capitalist SED regime
on Novemver 9th, West/German imperialism
has completed the annexation of the GDR into
its realm of dominance in military terms, too.
The exclusive supremacy, including the military,
of the FRG was now also enforced in West
Berlin which had been incorporated de facto
and had been treated as eleventh Federal
Country of the FRG already for a long time.”

O The policy of annexation by West/
German imperialism and its consequences

“With the beginning of the direct annexation
of the GDR on November 9th, 1989, West/
German imperialism, revanchism and mili-
tarism has reached an important milestone on
its way lasting now already for more than 40
years and designed to undo all results of its
historical defeat in World War I1.

With the accomplishment of this goal, the
complete annexation of the GDR and West
Berlin, the West/German bourgeoisie is now
once again able to exercise its dictatorship over
all of Germany and has additionaly gained
enormouslyinstrengthinthepolitical, economic,
military andideological realmfortheimperialist
rivalry for international spheres of influence.

German imperialism, militarism and revan-
chism wants more. The core points are: to

resurrectthe ‘German Reich’within thefrontiers
of 1937/38 and even to extend it, to gain the
official power over nuclear weapons, to become
the unchallenged Number One in Europe and,
Jinally, to militarily enforce itsworld dominance
against all major imperialist powers.

Since at present - and at first glance - West/
German - or today,we can again call it German
imperialismis able to expand by purely ‘peaceful’
means, the impression arises that military action
is not at all necessary for it, that pedce has
become ‘safer’ by now. By this tremendous stage
victory, by its grown strength, German imperial-
ism is presently by no means satisfied and has
not by any means become less dangerous. The
history of rapacious German imperialism is an
example for how the annexation of other areas
only enhances the appetite of the imperialists. Its
great successes havemade German imperialism
even more aggressive and eager for booty.”

The Jeaflet goes on to show how German imperia-
lism was able to strengthen itself politically, econo-
mically, militarily and ideologically by the annexati-
on of the GDR. Treated are, among other things, the
quite smooth dissolution and integration of the state
apparatus of the former GDR into the structures of
order and hirarchy of the West/German state appara-
tus. True, some top positions were subjected to a
purification of personnel, but the whole ‘middle
level” could be taken over without too many problems,




“This lack of character - an important aspect
for the annexaion - has to be explained as a
consequence of the revisionist SED education
which has never really struggled against the
typically German worship of the state and the
concomitant dull belief in authority, but has,
quite to the contrary, even cultivated them in
many respects. Apart from this, the annexation
took place so smoothly and without problems
because what was at stake was not a ‘change of
system’ as is constantly being drilled into our
heads, but the annexation of one capitalist system
by another one.”

O The further struggle against the
consequences of the annexation and the
perspectives of the proletarian revolution
against German imperialism

“ .. The struggle against the consequences of
the annexation is not over, it has to be continued
and suupported with all strength. Such day-to-
day struggles are directed against the real
worsening of the living conditions of the working
people in the former GDR, the patronizing and
the universal ‘pocketing’ by the state apparatus
of the German imperialists ... It’s not only a
question of the consequences of the annexation
but of the wholepolicy of annexation of German
imperialism. Evenwhenwe say that the German
imperialists presently have the former GDR
firmly in their claws, this does not mean that
the annexation has not to be struggled against
anymore. We must support the struggles
against the annexation independently of their
prospects of success, because they are
objectively struggles againstongoing injustice,
against the revanchist advance of German
imperialism.

Our task is to use the struggles that are
directed against the annexation and its
consequences as point of departure for the
unmasking of the German imperialists and
especially as a lever for the propagation and
preparation of the proletarian revolution ...
Only the destruction of German imperialism
by the proletarian revolution can really foil its
criminal plans, not only to regain all lost
territories, but also to conquer new territories
and spheres of influence and to strive for world
dominance by means of an imperialist war
against the other big imperialist powers...”

Q Ourstandtowards the Communist Party

The building of a joint Communist Party with the aim
of the proletarian revolution in all of Germany cannot
simply consist of the admission of Marxist-Leninist
forces from the former GDR and West Berlin into the
West German organization buthas to be aprocess in the
spirit of solidarity of discussion and ideological argu-
ment everywhere where there are preliminary stages of
Communist organizing.

“Against possible dangers of tutelage or
annexation, a debate on equal terms has to
unfold with the revolutionary, Communism-
oriented and Communist forces of the former
GDR and West Berlin. This debate has to be
about the line of the revolution, about the
ideological tasks of the struggle for the defence
of Marxism-Leninism against modern revision-
ism and other opportunist currents, about the
peculiarities of history and the tasks in the
respective realms of work. This is the way to
achieve organizationalunity viaideologicalunity
and thus maximally contribute ineachrespective
realm to the construction of the Communist
Party in Germany.”

The leaflet contained the annex “Third October
1994: combative demonstration in Bremen against
the revanchist ‘national holiday.””
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In November, the following leaflet appeared, a draft resolution for the second Party conference of
“Gegen die Stromung,” carrying the title “Proletarian Internationalism and the Proletarian World
Revolution:

“The reasons for the application of the
principles of proletarian internationalism, and
starting from this, for the analysis of the
international situation canandmustbe explained
and propagated in a threefold manner in
Germany:

Q Proletarianinternationalismandthe aim
of Communism

“Chauvinism, the purported unity of interest
withone’s own expoiters, the arrogance against
the ‘rest of the world’, is a deadly poison that
renders impossible any revolutionary develop-
ment, also and especially within the ranks of the
working class.

The call of Marx and Engels: ‘“Workers of All
Countries, Unite!’ is expression of the deeply
international character of Communism. This
callmeans in no way to neglect the peculiarities
of one’s own country or to deny one’s own
historically grown struggle scene in one’s own
country. Quite to the contrary, this call
encompasses the practical consequence that -
all national peculiarities notwithstanding -
capitalism has become a world system that can
be destroyed worldwide once and for all only in
Jjoint action by the proletariat of all countries,
achieving the victory of world communism
thereby ...”

Q Proletarian internationalism and the
struggle against European chauvinism

“In Germany aswell as in the other European
countries, European chauvinism is a formof big
power chauvinism. Fanned by the imperialists
of all countries of Europe, it has its main
expression in the superiority delusions with
respect to the oppressed and exploited peoples
of the colonial and dependent countries that are
very deep-seatedin the working class, especially

in the European countries...”

Each department of the world revolution must make
its own - in a certain sense - ‘decisive’ contribution to
the progress of the world revolution: the proletariat of
the capitalist countries as fighters at the inner front of
imperialism, the proletariat and the oppressed peoples
at the outer front of imperialism.

“Without the formation and strengthening of
a joint front, the victory of the working class in
the imperialist countries and the liberation of
the oppressed peoples from the yoke of
imperialism is impossible. This is expressed in
the slogan ‘Workers of All Countries and
Opressed Peoples, Unite!’

This alliance, the leaflet makes clear, can only be
forged on the basis of a proletarian-internationalist
education, on the one hand, of the Communists of an
opressor nation against big power chauvinism, and of
the Communists of an oppressed nation against ‘natio-
nal narrow-mindedness’ on the other hand.

Q Proletarian internationalism and the

struggle against German chauvinism

“... German imperialism is an imperialist big
power, it has instigated two imperialist wars of
robbery and has comitted crimes in dimensions
hitherto unknown during the time of nazi-fascism.
The tradition of German arrogance, drilled into
the minds a million times - for example, with
slogan saying that the German character is the
one and only that is able to ‘heal the defects of
the world’ - and that culminated in the nazi-
ideology, is being fanned day upon day. Under
circumstances like these, a ‘purely German’
perspective is not only narrow-minded, but first
of all a reflection of the German-imperialistic
ideology of ‘the German master race’. The
‘Germanideology’, the all-German chauvinism
inthe heads of theworking class has to be utterly
destroyed in Germany...”




O The epoch of imperialism and the
proletarian revolution and aspects of the
current international situation

The proletarian revolution in Germany has to be
considered first of all as a result of the development of
the contradictions in the world system of imperialism.
For this reason, knowledge of the basic traits of the
epoch of imperialism and proletarian revolution, its
three basic contradictions, its regularities and peculia-
rities, knowledge of the forces of international counter-
revolution as well as of the forces of the proletarian
revolution constitute the basis for the correct judgement

about the peculiarities of the proletarian revolution in
Germany. Therefore, the leaflet then deals extensively
with the following questions:

® On the forces of international counter-
revolution

® On the forces of the proletarian world
revolution

@ The tearing of the chain of imperialism
at its weakest spot

A QIR A SR A ¢

In December, the following leaflet appeared - in the process of a closer cooperation with “Westberliner
Kommunist” with the same text as there-

The introduction of the leaflet reads:

“The organizers of the Nazi murders in
Germany still mostly enjoy their freedom. For
oneof them, thisis no longer true: the nazi cadre
Kaindl can no longer plan and organize any
murders, he cannot utter racist and nationalist
slogans of murder anymore, because some stabs
with a knife ended his brown nazi life.

There already exist elements of a civil war in
Germany: more than 80 nazi murders,
innumerable murders attempted by the nazis,
hunts and assaults on colleagues from other
countries, asylum seekers and antifascists, male
and female, on jewesses and jews, on Cinti and
Roma people - all this will inevitably lead the
people affected by the persecutions and
threatened by murder and manslaughter to resort
to self-help and to arm themselves. It will
inexorably lead them to try forestall the murder
plans of the nazi murderers whenever they know
definitely that they are encountering nazi cadre.
And it’s not just a few nazi cadre who more or
less still get away with it. Kaindl will not be the
last nazi cadre who remains dead on the street
in the more and more civil war-like conflicts, by
knife, blows or whatever means.”

The leaflet goes on to elaborate the line of “Gegen die

Stromung” concerning spontaneous militant struggles
of democratic and revolutionary forces:

“ .. Exactly because we advocate theplanned,
organized, scientifically prepared struggle
against the imperialist world system, against
German imperialism and all its underlings -
also the nazis, of course - , exactly for this
reason it is all the more important to intervene

 withclarityandsolidarity into the spontaneously
developing militant struggles, also against the
nazi murderers.

No really revolutionary organization can and
will say to its comrades: ‘In case of a militant
confrontation with nazis on the street or in the
pub or whereever, don’t meddle in, first ask the
Central Comitee which line we’re following in
the case in question!” No, the line is completely
clear and reads like this:

Intervene, take part in the struggle, be
an example in militance, calmness and
self-control, react on the basis of your
revolutionary education in situations
which could not be ‘to planned’ before-
hand, react in the best way also for the
maximal protection of the struggling
comrades!

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redakteur: K. Klimkeit, Koblenzer Str. 4, 60327 Frankfurt / Main
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In January, “Gegen die Stromung” published the following leaflet, due to the process of closer
cooperation identical in text to the “Westberliner Kommunist”:

The introduction of the leaflet reads:

“Deportation imprisonment of the German
state, that’s murderous terror in a threefold
manner. First, the sword of Damocles of
deportation imprisonment and deportation is
poised over a large part of the so-called
foreigners’ living in Germany, intimidates

~ and creates a fear of this state that is by no
means unfounded. Second, the particular
situation in deportation imprisonment is still
more inhuman than the situation in the other
prisons in the FRG. But third, and this is the
crucial point, the deportation of prisoners to
other deeply undemocratic states often means
the calculated andplanned deportation direct-
ly into the prisons of these states, means
forture, even murder!”

Essential points of the leaflet are:

In a separate section, the leaflet deals with actions
of resistance of deportation prisoners during the last
years, especially with the revolt of 40 deportation
prisoners in Kassel on July 29, 1994. In the section
“Right of political asylum for those persecuted by
imperialism andreaction”, there follows an excerpt
from a draft of the resolution “Death to German
imperialism, revanchism and militarism” for the second
Party Conference of “Gegen die Strémung”. This
draft resolution makes, among other things, the
following comments concerning the demagoguery of
the German imperialists which maintains that only
those who are politically organized or have been
politically active should be considered as “‘politically
persecuted’”:

“Inreality, the notion of political persecutee
implies that people are persectuted out of po-
litical calculation, their explicitpolitical acti-
vity not being the only reason for their perse-
cution, but, much to the contrary, racist, natio-
nal and other considerations also giving rise

® The Everyday Charakter of Deportation
and the “Habituation Effect”

® The Murderous Terror of Deportation Im-
prisonment js an Important Means of
Intimidation

® The Deportation Policy of German impe-
rialism Directly Furthers the Imprisonment
of the Deportees in Their Native Couniries

to it. The reactionary maneuver of mixing the
question of the right of asylum with the prob-
lem of the modern migration of the peoples, in
order io simultaneously abolish the right of
asylum and reject the right of seeking work in
Germany for working people fromother coun-
tries, has to be smashed by our offensive de-
fenceofboththeright of searchforwork for the
‘wretched of the earth’ and the right of asylum
as a democratically defined basic right.”




Concluding, the leaflet points out, in the section
“Ourtasks”, thatGerman imperialism is on the level
of torturers and murderers, that

“the German state apparatus is in reality a
well-organized organ of German imperialism
thathasnever flinchedfrommurder andtorture
in order to safeguard its interests.

Our immediate task beyond educational
work s to put ‘astoke inthe wheel’ bypractical
actions, acts of direct solidarity wherever
possible. Especially where deportation is
directly connected with torture and murder, it
is of primary importance to rescue deportation

prisoners from the murder machine, to include
and support people with whom we work
together in an narrower and broader sense in
suchactions. Today, this immediate democratic
matter of course is not a matter of course. As
long as no progress has bee made in this
respect, areally proletarian-internationalist
revolutionary movement on a broad scale is
not even thinkable in whatever way.”

As a supplement the leaflet contains a poster with
the title “Victims of the murderous policy of
deportation - Fight against the deportation terror
by the state!”
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The six-pageleafletof February/March of “Gegendie Stromung” and “Westberliner Kommunist”

carried the title:

o maﬂmnahsm

Why '&heNaza F:jrtr@ss @z’escﬂen Had i@ Be Destr@yed'

“After a media bustle around the 50th
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz that
was disgraceful for the surviving Nazivictims,
there ‘finally’ followed - well in time - the
outcryofthe ‘Germansoul’. Federal President
Herzog, who did not have anything to say on
Auschwitz, rose to speak inorder to accuse the
alleged war crime against Dresden and to
equate the war against Nazi Germany with the
war of the Nazis and to condemn both of them
alike. And there was still more he had to say:
‘We Germans’ are generous, ‘we’ relinquish
the persecution of the ‘war criminals’ who
have destroyed Dresden, he announced, not
without a glance to the allegedly so ‘vengeful
Jews’ who are still not ready to pardon the
Germans for Auschwitzinstead of finally
dropping the mutual charges!!...”

On the other hand, the endeavour of a broad
alliance of protest of themovement considering itself
as ‘revolutionary’ broke down already in the forefield
of the ‘official commemorations’ and before actions
of protestagainst them had begun, due to two equally
absurd positions, only apparently in extreme mutal
opposition: one grouping made an ‘antinational

stance’ towards the liberation struggle in Turkey or
towards the likewise nationally motivated liberation
struggle in Mexico a precondition for the unity
ofaction, the other position put ‘the bombardement
of Dresden, the evacuation of the Germans and the
rape of German women by allied soldiers’ up for
discussion in one breath. The leaflet, however,
expounds some essential standpoints concerning the
discussion about the bombardment of Dresden:

(1). “The bombardment of Dresden is not by
accident topic no.1 in the denunciation of the
war of the states of the Anti-Hitler-Coalition
against Nazi Germany as awar crime. That ist
to say, essential questions are bundledup in
this complex of questions...

Basic clarity about German imperialism,
Nazi Fascism and the course of World War I1.
aswell as about the peculiarities andproblems
of the Anti-Hitler-Coalition are aprecondition
for the ability to fight the aggressive campaign
of deceit of the German imperialists...”

In order to take a correct and well-founded stance
on this complex of questions, clarity about the history
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of this question has to be established first:

“... These questions had been made the
center of Nazi propaganda by Goebbels since
the beginning of the air raids against Germany,
especially during the last years and months of
war...”

(2).”... Because of the reactionary inciting,
pigheadedness and lack of character on an
unprecedentedscaleinworldhistory, the large
majority ... of the German people was incap-
able to end the war on its own part and to
overthrow the Nazi leadership.”

(3). “After the war ending in 1945, the topic
‘bombardment of Dresden’ was taken loving
care of without any real interruption up to the
presentday ... With this, one goal is primarily
pursued: Withtheideology of ‘but-the -others-
have-done-the-same-thing’, the legitimacy of
the liberation war of the states of the Anti-
Hitler-Coalitior. is denied in general ... The
disgrace -unprecedentedin world history - of
the ‘hanging on’ of the German population
on the line of the Nazi propaganda literally
up to the last minute is to be diminished or
even justified.”

(4). “.. That was the background of the
Jurther-reaching war aims of the Anti-Hitler-
Coalition: areal termination of the war on the
basis of the unconditional surrender of Ger-
many after the crushing of the Nazi state and
especially the Nazi army...”

(6). “Only those who acknowledge the aim
of the complete occupation of Nazi Germany
as justified have any possibility to understand
and accept why the systematic bombardment
of all big towns and regional centres of
Germany was a justified - by various reasons
- and important form of conduct of war of the
air force of the USA and England...”

(7). “.. It was one of the very aims of the
conduct of war of the Anti-Hitler Coalition to
destroy the myth of invincibility of the German
air force by means of the air war, to smash,
bomb by bomb, the faith in the ‘infallibiliry’ of
the Nazileaders ... This was especially true for
the large majority for whom categories like
‘guilt for Guernica,’ moral responsibilityfor

concentration camps and extermination camps
were anyway of no importance whatsoever...”

(8) ... There were clear military necessities
to react to the Nazi tactics of the ‘conversion
of bigtowns into fortresses’, to destroy supply
and infrastructure as well as industry, to
enforce the evacuation of the civil population,
in order to stop the Nazi machine of annihila-
tion...”

After this, the leaflet deals with the results of the
allied air war, including the one against Dresden: The
German bigmouthedness of the ‘annihilation of the
Soviet Unionand England’ had had to give way to the
defensive Nazi wailing about the ‘destruction of
Germany.” The war was lost, the allied powers were
more powerful - that was something which even
parts of the Nazi supporters began torealize. German
war material was tied down in the bombed big towns
and could not be used at the front. Industry, housing
space, supply routes were destroyed.

(11). “On the basis of this considerations, it is
possible to speak about the sort of ‘arguments’ that
are produced against the bombardment of Dresden
since 1945, time and again, without interruption and
always with the same lack of standard...”

(12). “The fivefold credo of the ‘Dresden
ideologues’ runs as follows:

a) ‘Butthe warwas already decided.” Would
the bombardment thus have been justified 2
years earlier? ... That the war was already
‘decided’ is only a half-truth..., because up to
May 8, the Red Army had to fight in Berlin a
house-to-house battle and the losses especially
of the Red Army took large dimensions during
the last months of World War I1I...

b) ‘But Dresden hadno military importance,
its bombardment was therefore senseless’,
many say. The Nazis - systematically develo-
ping Dresden into a fortress’ - had adifferent
view of this...

¢) ‘But Dresden openedits doors to thousands
of refugees,’ they say ... But the real problem
was that the movement of the refugees was
advantageous to the Red Army. The cordoning
off, administrative supply and military
recruitment of the refugees, however, only




served the stabilization of the collapsing Nazi
regimes ... Additionally, one shouldnotforget
thatannotinsignificant partofthese ‘refugees’
were Nazi criminals who, not without
justification, feared their punishment by the
Red Army...

d) Perhaps most disgusting is the wailing
aboutthe ‘destroyed culture’... Itwas especially
the revisionist SED that distinguished itselfin
this matter ... Those who didn’t want the
destruction of culture had to dare to rise up
against the Nazi regime instead of taking part
up to the end in the Nazi war!...

¢) Certaily the most demagogic ‘argument’
ist the claim that the destruction of 60 % of the
houses of Dresden was in reality directed
against the advance of the Red Army. This sort
of argument (which is by no means advanced
by the SED revisionists only) overlooks that
the Nazis have practised a policy of ‘scorched
earth’ one way or another during their
retreat...”

The separate section “The analysis of the position
of the SED of 1950 on the bombardment yields the
result: German chauvinism!” contains these
remarks:

“Due to the lack of principle typical for
revisionismand opportunism, the programma-
tically correct statements in the Call of the
KPD (Communist Party of Germany) of June
11, 1945 on the just war of the Anti-Hitler-
Coalition and the joint responsibility of the
German people for the Nazi crimes were
relatively soonput aside whenever this was
necessary to fawn upon the broad masses of
the populationinfluenced by the Naziideology.
This was practised in a particularly gross
manner with the example of Dresden.”

Now the leaflet referes more detailed to the
declaration of the CC of the SED (Socialist Unity
Party of Germany) of August 24, 1950 “Against
bomb carpets of the US-barbarians in Korea™ in
which the atterptis made to mobilize the population
of the GDR with the rotten nationalist trick that
equates the bombardment of Germany during the
Nazi time with the bombardment of the Korean
people fighting for liberation!

“This declaration of the CC of the SED
discloses basic mistakes of in the raising to
consciousness and education of the working
class of the GDR ... In an extremely
undialectical manner, the Anti-Hitler-
Coalition dominated by the anti-Naziforces s
cut up with hindsight, in the face of the
imperialist terror of the US after 1945, jor
example in Korea, as if the conduct of war of
the US and England against Germany had
been ‘unjust’.

In this, the national desire for self-
justification that the ‘German people had not
been that bad at all’ mingles with phony anti-
imperialist reasoning into a repugnant
tangle...”

In conclusion, the leaflet explains: The correct
stance on Dresden is not some special question for
university-bred military men or would-be ‘military
specialists.” Atacloserlook, theideolgues of German
imperialism are not all that much interested in the
‘Dresden question’ but

it’s all about the justification of the war
efforts of the Nazis as ‘defence,’ about the
defamation of the states of the Anti-Hitler-
Coalition, it’s about the rehabilitation of
Nagzi-Fascism step by step - and the steps
are growing larger every day.

It is the imperative task of all Communist
forces, even if all of this is ‘only’ about
democratic questions to be clarified in a
consequent manner, to be in the vanguard in
the enlightenment about these questions, to
disseminate informations, materials and
documents in order to help the authentic anti-
Nazi documents to a breakthrough in the face
of the falsifiers of history.”

g J), BOOKSTORE
Georgi Dimitroff

Koblenzer Str. 4, 60327 Frankfurt/M.
Open:
Wednesday - Friday 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays
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In April, “Gegen die Strémung” published the following 10-page leaflet - in the process of a closer
cooperation with “Westberliner Kommunist” with the same text as there:

Intheintroduction, the leaflet deals with the threefold
symblism of Buchenwald: For the German imperia-
lists, itis the catchword for their reactionary equation of
the Nazi-KZs with the necessary and justified anti-
Nazi internment camps after 1945, for the SED/PDS
revisionists, it is an opportunity for the propagation of
their German-chauvinist conception of the world.For
the Communist forces, however, Buchenwald is

“...a symbol by which it is possible to explain
and clarify very, very much about the Nazi
crimes and theiy main authors, the stance of the
Germanpeople during the Nazi time, the role of
the KPD and, later, SED after 1945, the role of
the armies of the Anti-Hitler-Coalition and the
fulfillment or non-fulfillment of the oath of Bu-
chenwald in Germany after 1945.”

O Nazi terror in the KZ Buchenmwald

“All those who were carried off to Buchen-
wald were - just like in the other Nazi-KZs -
subjected to murderous conditions of life: hun-
ger, the worst diseases like typhoid fever or
dysentery, systematic deprivation of sleep, dui-
ly tervor and continuous chicanery by the SS,
accompanied by brutal slavework in the fucto-
ries of German imperialism in accord with the
Nazi program ‘extermination by work’ - all
this determined the ‘everyday life’ for the priso-
ners.”

In the KZ Buchenwald, mass murders of Jews, of
Cinti and Roma people were carried out, Soviet priso-

ners of war were systematically annihilated, and a
special death camp was built for the Polish prisoners.

“Fornearly eightyears, until the liberation on
April 11th, 1945, the Nazi beast had been on
rampage and committed terrible crimes on pri-
soners from more than 30 nations. More than
250,000 prisoners had been detained in the KZ
Buchenwald during this time, 70,000 to 80,000
were murdered by the Nazis, only 21,000 survi-
ved this hell...

Because of an hitherto in world history un-

- precedented extent of lack of character of the

overwhelming majority of the German people

who followed the Nazis literally until the last

minute of the war, the German people was not

capable of ending the war on its own part and to
overthrow the Nazi leadership.”

O The reason why anti-Nazi internment
camjps after 1945 were necessary

“...OnMay 8th, the military defeat of the Nazis
was a matter of fact. But Nazi-fascism was by no
means completely smashed and destroyed by
that time.”

Nazi cadres were sitting in all parts of the state
apparatus, there were, to mention only these, 12 million
NSDAP members, 500,000 SS murderers, 60,000
Gestapo henchmen, dispersed military Nazi units still
represented a danger to be reckoned with for the allied
armies. But first of all, the roots of Nazi-fascism were




not eliminated. A central part of the Potsdam Agree-
ment forming the basis for denazification were the the
anti-Nazi internment camps, among them Buchen-
wald, for:

“Without dictatorial violence against Nazis
and Nazi criminals, without their maximal
suppression and internment, without trialing
them as efficiently as possible, the denazificati-
on after 1945 was impossible to execute, at that
time, just likein our days, the slogan ‘democracy
Sor all’ is useful, in the struggle against the
Nazis, only to the Nazis themselves.”

Inthe separate section “The ‘MLPD’ in the track of
the Nazis: The lie about the ‘systematic exterminati-
on’ of German prisoners of war in US camps’’ the
leaflet unmasks a chauvinist, German-nationalist con-
coction of the worst sort: the pamphlet “The Truth
About the German Prisoners of War” (Rote Fahne -
series of the “MLPD” no. 2/85). The leaflet further
reads:

QO Defend the Communist resistance in the
KZ Buchenwald!

® Siruggle against the Nazi system of
“divide and rule” and for proletarian
internationalism

“Organizing an international resistance or-
ganization required a tendacious struggle for
proletarian internationalism. For the system of
the Nazis aimed at strirring the national con-
flicts between the prisoners ... Thus, German
and Austrian prisoners were accorded certain
privileges; the Slavic peoples considered as a
‘subhuman race’, the Jews, the Cinti and Roma
people were treated in an especially barbaric
manner stood at the lowest level of all. In all of
this, the Nazis made use of the whole variety of
chauvinist prejudices held by the prisoners in
order to play them off against each other;
especially, they exploited anti-Semitism and
racism against the so-called gypsies which had
had deep roots in Germany even before 1933...

Only by means of successful union in the
struggle against hunger, diseasess, the brutal
conditions of life that led to a deeep demoraliza-
tion of the prisoners, the overcoming of the
conflicts was really possible, at least to a large
extent. For trust especially into the German
anti-Nazi prisoners could be created only if

these could materially prove that the struggle
against the Nazis meant for them to display
maximal solidarity with the prisoners of other
nationalities...”

The resistance created an illegal network of con-
nections and organized an international resistance front,
The various national resistance organizations united in
1942/43 in the form of the “International Military
Organization”; the “International Camp Committee” -
constisting of representatives of communist resistance
groups of the most diverse countries - was founded in
1943, Tt was the acknowledged political and idelogical
leading center of the anti-Nazi struggle.

“Under the leadership of the ICC and the
IMO, a struggle was waged under conditions
scarcely imaginable today that can only be
described as heroic. Legal and illegal struggle
against the barbaric Nazi system in the KZ
Buchenwald were combined, for the improve-
ment of the chances of survival of the prisoners,
against informers and attempts at splitting un-
dertaken by the Nazis, for the development of
sabotage in the armament plants near Buchen-
wald, for the creation of armed groups and the
preparation of the armed inssurrection.”

@ Not a mainly “German” resistance!

From the presentations in the various revisionist SED
standard works about the resistance in the KZ Buchen-
wald, the intention to exaggerate the role of the German
Communists is clearly visible:

“Whoever knows that among 12 members of the
ICC, there were only 3 German Communists,
whoever knows that of the 900 military fighters
only 115 were German prisoners, whoever knows
that the radio specialist who built the transmitter
with whose help contact with the US army was
establishedwas a Polish prisoner, whoever knows
all this would never dream of falsyfying history
and painting the resistance in Buchenwald which
was infactinternational in character and leaders-
hip as aresistance of primarily German character
- at least if the intention is an honest interest in
defending the resistance against anticommunist
attacks. In reality, such a stance discredits the
international resistance by its exaggerations and,
additionally, calumniates the outstanding inter-
nationalist contribution of the German Commu-
nists. Through this overrating of the ‘German
merits,” German nationalism and chauvinism in
the German Communist and workers’ movement
are also strengthened and promoted...”
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® Struggle for the preparation of the armed
insurrection in the KZ Buchenwald

® Why the thesis of the SED/DKP re-
visionists about the “self-liberation” of the
KZ defames the resistance in Buchenwald

After arefutation of the myth propagated by the SED/
DKP revisionists about a “piece of self-liberated Ger-
many” for the “vindication of the German nation,” the
leaflet says:

O Analyze the deep meaning of the oath of
Buchenwald!

In the “oath of Buchenwald” worked out under lea-
ding participation of the Communist forces, printed in
fullinthe leaflet, this statement is made: “The annihila-
tion of Nazism together with its roets is our slogan!”
The leaflet shows that this slogan is still a programmatic
task for the Comrmunist forces in Germany, even today:
To destroy the ‘roots’of Nazi-fascism means the de-
struction of imperialism by the proletarian revolution.
The formulation ‘annihilation’ is a clear challenge to
reformist and revisionist ideas of merely imposing
restraints onNazism. The term Nazism, finally, empha-
sizes the pecularities of German Nazi-fascism:

“Destroying the roots of Nazism - this means,
among other things, especially the destruction
of the criminal ‘German’ ideology, for the suc-
cessfull execution and continuation of the socia-
list revolution on this road and in this struggle.”

DA & QR 4 ¢

In May, “Gegen die Strémung” published the following leaflet, together with “Westberliner Kommunist”:

“Whoever has been carefully following the
debates or phony debates in Germany in the
last few weeks knows that the two ‘opposing’
camps are merely making a pretence of
disagreement. Those who describe the 8th of
May as the day of ‘Germany’s subjugation’
and boast that they have ‘never broken their
oath to Adolph Hitler’, are not so very far
removed from the others who behave as if
there had been a real ‘liberation’ after 8th of
May and conclude that ‘today’s Germany’ has
no resemblance whatsoever to Germany befo-
re the May 8th. The Potsdam Agreement is a
sharp weapon which refutes both of these
apparently contradictory propaganda sirands
of German imperialism, militarism and revan-
chism today.”

® We must oppose the revanchist plans
against Poland and the ‘Oder-Neisse
frontier’!

® We must oppose the revanchist plans
against the Czech Republic!

© The Potsdam Agreementandthe struggle
for the proletarian revolution

“The terms of past treaties, the PotsdamAgree-
ment or drafts for a peace treaty, can of course
today as awhole no longer be seen as a basis for
political solutions to the problems that have
arisenas aresult of the Second World War. They
are however essenfial weapons in the struggle
Jor historical truth, and many specific points in




these documents powerfully underline the extent
of the tasks facing us today on many fronts in our
struggle against German imperialism, milita-
rism and revanchism (recognition of the Oder-
Neisse fronier line, recognition of the indepen-
dence of Austria, acknowledgment of compen-
sation and reparations, recognition of the mea-
sures takenfor the resettlement of sections ot the
German population of Poland, Czechoslovakia
and the Soviet Unionwho were infected by Nazi-
fascist ideology as just measures etc.)

..Debates about ‘socialism or communism’
turnout to be absurd and reactionary, if even the

In June, this leaflet appeared:

simplest and most essential democratic princip-
les, as laid down in the Potsdam Agreement are
not taken into consideration, are not accepted
or even attacked

...The important thing is that for example on a
day like May 1st, the day of struggle for the
international working class, we should embark
upon discussion of the basic question of socia-
list democracy, the dictatorship of the proletari-
at, the principles of socialism and communism
and the questions of buildung the Communist

Party,“ »

“After the ‘breakthrough’ at the German-
Vientamese negotiations, the Berlin senator of
the interior issued a declaration saying that
there was now ‘freeway’ for the deportation of
‘Vietnamese illegally living in Germany.’ The
rulers did what was needed to ensure a new
‘normalcy’ in the German-Vietnamese relati-
ons and the practice of the deportation to Viet-
nam by buying a so-called ‘repatriation agree-
ment’” by means of a bribe of 100 million DM.

Theplannedmass deportationswillbe directed
intheir core against the group of the Vietnamese
contract workers who numbered 16,000 in the

Jormer GDR, In the interior, a well timed chain
of lies, police measures and police terror
prepared the ground for these plans. A climax is
the police assault on a house in Berlin inhabited
by Vietnamese workers...”

® The siruggle of Vietnamese workers
against the police assaull

® Systemalic official lies, maltreatment and
terror against Vietnamese

The chauvinist and racist reporting practised for
months on end by the bougeois media and poster walls

on the territory of the former GDR and Berlin is
designed to

“..still more implant the ideology of a ‘Ger-
man-European master race’ and to justify the
massive police terror and the planned deporta-
tions.”

The police assault of the fifth of May is only the tip of
the iceberg. After an enumeration of the examples of
maltreatment, attacks and even deliberate shots at Viet-
namesethat have become known recently, the leaflet
further reads:

“The Vietnamese workers living in Germany
are not only completely refused their most natu-
ral civil rights - even most elementary human
rights are withheld from them. Maltreatments
and deliberate attempts at murder by the Ger-
manpolice are no ‘slips,” but are of a systematic
character and are threatening the life of the
Vietnamese in Germany on a daily basis.”

Further, the leaflet reports the search of the Georgi
Dimitroff bookstore by the police on June 21th on the
occasion of the distribution of the poster “Fight against
the ban on the Kurdish Workers’ Party and other
Kurdish organizations!”

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redakteur; K. Klimkeit, Koblenzer Str. 4, 60327 Frankfurt/Main
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In July, the following leaflet appeared:

“April 1995: The German imperialists enfor-
cethefirst Castor transportwith highly radioac-
tive nuclear waste against a broad and partly
militant resistance under use of one of the lar-
gest mobilizations of police forces in the post-
war history of the FRG, and with the support of
a broad consensus of the bourgeois politicians.
In June/July 1995 a totally different picture is
emerging: Against the plan of the British-Dutch
oil corporation Shell for the sinking of the oil
platform ‘Brent-Spar’ in the North Sea and the
announcement of the French Government of
nuclear arms tests in its colonial area, the
Mururoa atoll, all of a sudden ‘all are in uni-
son.” ‘All are in the same boat’ - whether in the
boycott of Shell gas stations or of French wine -
with the blessing of an alliance of Siissmuth,
Waigel, Fischer, Gysi and consorts.”

Q Fight the “German ideology” and the
politics of class conciliation in the “envi-
ronmental guestion”!

“In the various environmental protest move-
ments, time and again the following problem
arises: Here, ‘all can pull together,’ pushing the
same issue ... The common ground is placed into
the foreground, because in the ‘environmental
question,’ allegedly ‘all’ have the same interests...

Against all varieties of the politics of class
reconciliation ... it needs to be stressed that,
although the consequences of the ruinous capita-

- list exploitation of nature will in the long run also
affect the rich..., but they have much more possi-
bilities to protect themselves from havoc. This is
one side of the problem. A graver consequernce,
however, is the fact that such an ideology genera-

O Thoroughly evaluate the experiences
of the militant protest movement against
the Castor transport!

QO Fight against German imperialism’s

tes illusions about German imperialism within the
protest movements. Class contradictions are pa-
sted over and, with the help of the propaganda ‘we
are all sitting on the same branch’, it happens all
1oo often that German nationalism, the ‘cohesion

preparations for nuclear war!

“The immediate aim of the protests was to stop
the Castor transport, but this struggle was ob-
Jectively also directed againstthe nuclear policy
of German imperialism, which can’t be separa-
ted from its imperialist policy of war ... German
imperialism possesses factual power of disposi-
tion over nuclear weapons. This is not altered by
the factthat this is not officially admitted becay-
se that would not be politically opportune. To
become official ‘nuclear power’ remains the
aim of German imperialism...”

of the Germansfor the preservation of the German
Jorest, of the German homeland’, are fanned and
supported,”

Q Only the destruction of the capitalist
system can put an end to the ruthless
exploitation of nature!

In a separate section, the leaflet deals with the stance of
the Communists concerning nature, especially under the
conditions of socialism and communism with the help of
comments by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin for the




purpose. After this, the leaflet underscores that the fact
that the formerly revisionist-capitalist countries have
imitated, in part even surpassed the capitalist countries of
the West in their plunder and robbery of nature is eagerly
being seized upon by the bourgeois ideologues, according
{o the maxim; “Whether socialism or capitalism, the
environment is destroyed in both cases.”

«.. In this regard it must be stated clearly that
these allegedly socialist countries were nothing
but capitalist countries under revisionist camouf-
lage. The reason of the ruinous plunder of nature
common to both cases was the profit principle: In
either case, the ruling revisionist-capitalist or
openly capitalist class does not show any conside-
ration for the working people. And in reality,
whether there or here, the working people did not

A

The August leaflet carried the title:

have - despite all clichés and assertions - and do
not have any say in the imporiant matters.

This only once more testifies to the fact that the
capitalist ruinous exploitation of the natural re-
sources, the destruction of the general conditions
of life of the working masses by the capitalist
system can only be eliminated, if this system itself
is abolished. This is not possible by spectacular
individual actions, but only by the civil war of the
exploited millions under the leadership of the
working class, which succeeds in the struggle for
the destruction of the reactionary state apparatus
of German imperialism, the overthrow of the
bourgeoisie and the erection of the dictatorship of
the proletariat...”

PG ¢

“During the last weeks, state terror against the
Kurdish population in Germany was massively
enhanced. The just Kurdish resistance, demon-
strations, hunger strikes, occupations, directed
directly against the German state, against its role
as massive supporter and wire-puller of the poli-
tics of the Turkish military dictatorship - all this
served as the pretext for the actions of the German
state,

Paramilitary police actions of the most brutal
sort by masked SEK teams, employment of water
guns, orgies of clubbing and dozens of maltreat-
ments, racist controls in the manner of the police
state, hundreds of arrests - this is the ‘balance-
sheet’ of the police terror against the Kurdish
resistance during just afew days, accompanied by
massive anti-Kurdish agitation by the bourgeois
media....”

Q Racist face controls

O The police terror was an attack, not only
against the PKK, but against the whole
Kurdish population living in Germany

O Don’t leave the Kurdish working people
unassisted in their exemplary struggle
against the German state apparatus!

Following the separate section “Giilnaz Baghistani
died from the consequences of the march of the hunger-
striking Kurds in Berlin enforced by the police!,” the
text of the separete section “Don’t underestimate the
Nazi terror against the Turkish and Kurdish populati-
on!” reads:

“ ..The Nazis’ tactics is to ‘hop on the bandwa-
gon’; they breed fear and terror among the popu-
lation from Turkey, too. The bourgeois media
cloak the Nazi terror in order to play down the
Nazi peague. The struggle for the internationalist
support of the Kurdish liberation struggle cannot
really be carried out, if it is not combined with the
struggle against Nazi terror, which is also and
especially directed against the Kurdish and Tur-
kish population.”

In a special section, the declaration of “Gegen die
Stromung”: “Fight the warfare of the Bundeswehr in
ex-Yugoslavia!” is reprinted.




In September/October, the leaflet appeared:

“...The date is characteristic and was certainly
not chosen by chance: Exactly on September 1, 56
years ago, the topmost watch-dog of German
imperialism, Hitler, declared: ‘From forty-five
past five, fire will be returned.’... This next to
unrivaled provocation amounis to a conscious
demonstration that the German imperialists can
apparently once again ‘afford’ to do whatever
they like - and this of all things exactly on the
territory of ex-Yugoslavia where the German im-
perialists committed monstrous crimes and car-
ried out their genocidal politics during World
War Il...”

Q Areactionary andimperialist war against
the interest of all peoples of Yugoslavia

Thereactionary nationalist Croat and Pan-Serbian forces
prove to be the main opponents in the war in ex Yugosla-
via, But:

“The Croat reactionaries, the Serbian reactio-
naries and all the other reactionary forces do not,
however, stand alone. They are first of all execu-
five organs of the interests of the imperialist big
powerswhose rivalries in their struggle for a new
partition of the world combine with the real pro-
blems of the peoples of Yugoslavia, rooted in part
inhistory... Itis, however, already certain who the
losers are: the peoples of Yugoslavia.”

O The partisanship of German imperialism
for Croatia necessitates a particular
unmasking of the Croat Ustasha criminals
without “flattering” the Serbian side

In a separate section, the leaflet unmasks the war-
mongering demagoguery of the Green Party. The leafiet
further reads:

Q The historical problems of the peoples
of Yugoslavia do not under any
circumstances justify the mass slaughter!

Knowledge of important historical facts and correlati-
ons is indispensable for an understanding of the present
situation, since the reactionary nationalist Croat and Pan-
Sebian forces especially invoke history (“Ustasha” and
“Cetniks,” respectively). The foundation of Yugoslaviain

1918 with its largely preponderant Pan-Serbian chauvi-
nism, the attack of German imperialism on Yugoslavia on
April 6, 1941 and the founding of the Ustasha state
Croatia under its patronage, a state that expelled and
murdered hundreds of thousands of Serbs as well as tens
of thousands of Jews and Roma, are important stages in
this history.

“Only after the victory of the partisan armies
aligned with the Red Army over the Nazi fascists,
there was a short span of time with a glimmering
of hope for the peoples of Yugoslavia to be able,
on the road to socialism, to abolish national
oppressionand reach apeaceful, voluntary living
together of the different nations and nationali-
ties.”

But the Yugoslavian revisionists headed by Tito took
the road of treason, the road of chumming up to the
imperialists,

“All of this inevitably also meant that the allian-
ce of the peoples of Yugoslavia created in the
struggle against the fascist occupiers was under-
mined: Where naked profit interest is the only
economic rule, there can be no peaceful living
together in a federation of nations and nationali-
ties with equal rights... From then on, Jurious

. national strife and national oppression were the
rule in Yugoslavia...”

Q The real war mongers and instigators of
war are the imperialist big powers

Nevertheless, the revolutionary forcesin Germany must
first of all unmask and fight their ‘own’ main encmy, that
is, German imperialism, without, however, ignoring or
underestimating the role of the other imperialist big
powers:

QO The war in ex Yugosiavia was desired
and fanned especially by German
imperialism

“...German imperialism pushed hardest - and
not for the first time - for the violent, and also
military, destruction of Yugoslavia, in order to
promote and bring about its expansionist and
revanchist aims...”




With this, German imperialism does not only pursue the
enhancement of its political and economic influence and
the military safeguarding of this influence by stationing
German soldiers:

O The importance of the Bundeswehr
intervention in the concept of German
imperialism with respect to world power

“...With the direct and open commitment for
war of the Bundeswehr in Bosnia, German impe-
rialism has made another great step on the road
to the enforcement of its aspirations for world
power... This is about getting the population used
to direct war actions, about training one’s own
army in real ‘cases of emergency’, about the
preparation of local, independently led imperia-
listwars of German imperialism, directed against
imperialist rivals and especially also against the
liberation struggles of the peoples in all parts of
the world, and about the long-term preparation of
worldwide imperialist wars for the repartition of
the world against the other imperialist big po-
wers.”

In the separate section “The Bundeswehr: An army in
the tradition of the Nazi Wehrmacht and of German
militarism and revanchism”, the leaflet treats the perso-
nal and ideological continuity from the Nazi Wehrmacht
to the Bundeswehr. Additionally, the Crimes of the Nazi
fascists in Yugoslavia are documented in a separated
section: the genocide of the Jewish population and the
Roma people, the mass murder of Serbs and the atrocities
of the Nazi occupiers against the anti-Mazi forces. The
leaflet further reads:

QO The Bundeswehr - murderous war
machine of German imperialism

QO Tasks and perspectives of the struggle
and of international solidarity against the
warfare of the Bundeswehr

“ .Itwould be totallywrong to identify with one
of the reactionary sides. Neither the chauvinist
leaders of the Serbs nor the uiterly reactionary
leaders of the Croats or the reactionary Bosnian
leadership represent the interest of their peop-
les... The perspective of struggle can only be the
revolutionary upheaval of the whole hitherto exi-
sting order of society, the war against the interfe-

rence of the imperialist big powers and against
the domestic reactionary forces...

Thefact hat the war being waged on the territory
of ex Yugoslavia is unjust and reactionary on all
sides does not at all mean that there is no room for
international solidarity and support. Our solida-
rity is directed to the murdered peoples of Yugo-
slavia and especially to all those forces who pit
themselves against the activities of reaction,
against the chauvinist politics of vituperation,
hatred and division.

It is our task to resolutely support all revolutio-
nary forces in ex Yugoslavia in their hard strugg-
le, to untiringly denounce German imperialism
and to make clear that it is enforcing the politics
of destruction and of internal war in these coun-
tries in order to buy up the destroyed country even
more - and for dumping prices - and to be able to
‘sanitize’ it under its own dominance and in its
own interests.

Against the war action of the Bundeswehr,
against all forms of military action and stationing
of Bundeswehr troopsin ex Yugoslavia, and against
the Bundeswehr in general, propaganda and agi-
tation have to be strengthened. We must support
antimilitaristic actions against war actions as
forcefully as we can and connect them wherever
possible with the long-term perspective of the
struggle against German imperialism...”

On the occasion of the revanchist “day of reunification”
and the demonstrations against it, the leaflet contains the
supplement: October 3, 1995 - no reason for celebrati-
on, a cause for siruggle! (Supplement: 5 years of
incorporation of the GDR).
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In November 1995, the following leaflet appeared:

“The German imperialists celebrate with
‘helmets off for prayer’ and ‘big curfew’ the
Jortieth anniversary of the war-mongering
Federal Army. Hundreds of ‘ceremonial acts’
and ‘recruit’s swearing-ins’ are being organized
throughout the whole country. Quite consciously
and provocatingly, the whole arsenal of the
tradition of German militarism is put into action.
Although the whistles of the participants in the
demonstrations who are threatened and
intimidated by the terror of the police are right
and necessary : The present and future struggle
within and outside of the Bundeswehr has to set
aims for itself that go much farther, has to take
forms of a much farther scope.”

As first realm of such a struggle, the leaflet mentions,
as a task still largely on the democratic level, a raising
of consciousness concerning the historical continuity

of the Bundeswehr with German militarism:

“Pre-eminent in this is educational work on
the multifarious continuity of the Bundeswehr
with the Nazi Wehrmachs ... The falsification of
history through transfiguration of Prussian
militarisminthe wars around 1812, the homages
to the Prussian spirit of subservience and slavish
obedience, the cover-up of the murderous policy
of the German military against the oppressed
peoples in the colonial wars in Africa and its
criminal role in World War I are also indis-
pensable realms of education against German
militarism...

A second realm concerns the somewhat more
difficult but at the same time stillmore necessary
task of enlightenment, in as concrete a manner
as possible, concerning the presently executed

interventions, under ‘humanistic’ cover, of the
Bundeswehr as an instrument of German im-
perialism from Somalia and Cambodia up to the
war action in ex-Yugoslavia...

But all this educational work notwithstanding,
necessary as it is as a means of struggle for the
unmasking of the Bundeswehr as a murderous
instrument of Germanimperialism, the ‘weapon
of critique cannot substitute the critique of the
weapons’, as Marx wrote.”.

Q  Onthe necessity of the struggle within
the Bundeswehr

The leaflet then further describes the tasks of
Communist cadres within the Bundeswehr. Apart from
the acquisition of knowledge on military operations,
these tasks also include the mobilization of ordinary
soldiers against the crimes of the Bundeswehr:

“Communist agitation and propaganda,
actionswithin the imperialist army are necessary
andimportant and are of a significance not to be
underestimated, also and especially keeping in
mind the superiority of the enemy in terms of
personnel and technics. And last not least the
degree of stability of the state apparatus also
depends on the degree of stability of the army
and its general state. In this we have to fight the
very special illusion of possible success in the
neutralization or even the ‘winning-over’ of the
essential core realm consisting of elite troops
and officer corps. The imperialist class has
enough means and possibilities io rally around
itself a very effective, truly devoted, blindly
obedient pack of corrupt murderers and to con-
centrate them in the core realm of the army ...




Less than ever it is possible to really deeply
penetrate this core area and to make an
imperialist army unusable ‘from within’ or to
neutralize it.”

Q The struggle ouiside the Bundeswehr
against the Bundeswehr

The leaflet makes clear that all necessity of the
struggle within the Bundeswehr notwithstanding, the
main part of the work for the destruction of the imperialist
army can only be performed by the armed formations of
the proletariat. For the Communist Party, this does not
only mean the task of the evaluation of the experiences
of armed struggles of the international proletariat and of
the proletariat in one’s own county, but also the necessity
of addressing the task of the education of own militarily
trained cadres. Especially today, in a time of decline of
militant actions of the revolutionary forces and the
seemingly unhindered advance of German imperialism,
the leaflet calls to mind the words of Engels, who
formulated the basic principles for the armed uprising
as an art;

“First, one must not play with the uprising, if
oneisnotdeterminedto bear allthe consequences
of the game. The uprising is a calculation with
extremely indeterminate factors whose values
can change everyday, the forces of the adversary
havealladvantages of organization, ofdiscipline
and of traditional authority on their side; if one
cannot confront them with strong superiority,
oneis beaten and destroyed. Secondly, once one
has taken the road of uprising, one has to act

with greatest determination and to pick the
offensive. Defensive is the death of every armed
uprising; it is lost even before it has confronted
the enemy. Surprise your adversary, as long as
hisforces are scattered, take care, every day, for
new successes no matter how small; preserve
your moral preponderance furnished to you by
thepreliminary success of the revolt; pull, in this
manner, thewavering element who always follow
the strongest drive and always take sides with
the stronger party to your own side; force your
enemies into retreat, even before they can rally
their forces against you, to speak with the words
of Danton, the greatest master in revolutionary
tactics known so far: de 'audace, de ["audace,

de audace! (audacity, audacity, audacity!).”
(Engels, The Uprising,” 1852, Marx/Engels Works, German
edition, volume 8, p.95)

Concluding, the leaflet says:

“Independently of the multifarious modi-
fications that this basic rule has undergone in
various historical situations, it still in many
respects remains a beacon light and a guiding
line in the struggle, for the final rallying of
radical-democratic forces within and outside of
the Bundeswehr, and for the transition to the
irue task of the Communist Party in the civil war
of the proletariat: the execution of the profound
socialist revolution in the struggle for the
dictatorship of the proletariat, for the socialist
democracy, in the struggle for Communism
shoulder to shoulder with the working class of
all countries.”

PR gk G A ¢

The December leaflet carried the title:

“100 years ago, Friedrich Engels died. If
things had gone according to his wishes, there
would be much less need for us to emphasize the
topicality of the lessons on the preparation of the
armed uprising of the proletariat - the matter
would be settled by now. If he had had his way,
we could study his writings and those of his
comrade-in-arms Karl Marx with a different
emphasis, in connection with the practice of the
construction of socialism and Communism. But
history ‘did not give him his way’. It has its own

laws, turns and bends and does not conform to
thewishes of particular persons, aswas stressed
particularly by Friedrich Engels himself

The hundred-year history since the death of
Friedrich Engels is a history of big defeats,
enormous successes, further defeats, further
successes and defeats. Without doubt we find
ourselves since decades inaperiod of an extreme
decay of the really Communist forces world-
wide. Especially this historical reality makes it
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allthe more urgent, primarily for the systematic
work of the construction of the Communist
Party against diverse varieties of opportunism
and modern revisionism, to stress Engels’
outstanding revolutionary accomplishment in
the elaboration of scientific Communism.”

Introducing first the core feature of the life and work
of Friedrich Engels under the heading “Firmly on ihe
Side of the Working Class”, the leaflet makes clear
that Engels was the first one to state that it is the
historical mission of the proletariat to be the champion
of the socialist revolution. In this, he took a critical
stance vis & vis the proletariat, especially under the
circumstances prevailing in Germany, with class
struggle not yet being very developed there at that time:

“It is not a question about what this or that
proletarian or even the whole proletariat
imagines as its goal for the time being. It is the
question of what it is and of what itwill be forced

to do in accordance with this condition.”
(Engels/Marx, “The German Ideology,” 1845, Marx/Engels
Works, German edition, volume 2, p. 38, emphasis in the
original).

Q  Proletarian internationalist

As proletarian internationalist, Engels stated that
only the proletariat, in the struggle for communism, can
do away with all nationalism, national quarrel and strife
between the peoples, but this was, for him, no automatic
resultof the struggles and revolutions; rather, he stressed
that enormous efforts have to be undertaken for this.
For the proletariat of a oppressor nation, he formulated
the following important conclusion:

“A nation cannot become free and at the same

time continue to oppress other nations.”
(Engels, “Speech on Poland,” 1847, Marx/Engels Works,
German edition, volume 4, p.417).

Still unconditionally valid and, considering the
complicity of the German people in the crimes of Nazi
fascism, all the more worth stressing is what Engels
stated in this respect with concern to Germany:

“A nation that has been willing to be used as
tool of oppression against all other nations
during the whole of its past, such a nation first

of all has to prove thatit is really revolutionized.”
(Engels, The Prague Uprising,”, 1848, Marx/Engels Works,
German edition, volume 5, p.81).

As task of the proletariat after the proletarian
revolution, he formulated:

“But by now, behind official Germany, socialist

Germany is already there, the party to which the
future, the near future of the country belongs. As
soon as this party comes to power, it can neither
execute nor keep this very power without
redressing the injustices committed by its

predecessors in office against other nations.”
(Engels, “Socialism in Germany,” 1891-92, Marx/Bngels
Works, German edition, volume 22, p.253).

Engels knew that nationalism and chauvinism will
ruin every proletarian movement if these poisons are
not mercilessly fought. Therefore, he stressed:

“What matters above all is to keep the true
internationalist spirit that does not suffer
patriotic chauvinism, and that greets every new
step in the proletarian movement with joy,

regardless from which nation it emanates.”
(Engels, Preliminary Note to “The German Peasant War,”
1874, Marx/Engels Works, German edition, volume 18,
p.517).

Finally, during his last years in life Engels was also
confronted with the rising anti-Semitism which even
threatened to get a foothold within the socialist worker‘s
movement. He categorically opposed all attempts to
extenuate the anti-Semitic “anticapitalist” phraseology
as sort of a bridge to a true anticapitalist stance. Anti-
Semitism, in the words of Engels against this position,
serves

“only reactionary purposes under feigned
socialist cover ... and with this, we can’t have

any dealings.”
(Engels, “On Anti-Semitism,” 1890, Marx/Engels Works,
- German edition, volume 22, p.50).

QO Proletarian revolutionary and
specialist of the proletariat for the armed
uprising

Engels, who immediately took part in the armed
struggles against reaction during the revolution of 18438,
authored a host of important works in military theory
and -strategy. Armed struggle is a special, the highest
form of revolutionary struggle. It is subject to special
laws to be carefully thought through. In this sense,
Engels wrote that the armed uprising of the proletariat
isan “art,” just as waris one. Engels heaped devastating
sarcasm on all those prattlers who disregard the military
questions of uprising in the liberation struggle of the
proletariat and do not see them in a basic connection
with the goal of the dictatorship of the proletariat:

“Have these gentlemen never seen a
revolution? A revolution is for certain the most
authoritarian thing that exists; it is the act




whereby one part of the population enforces its
will onto the other by means of guns, bayonets
and cannons, that is, with the most authoritarian
means thinkable; and the victorious party must
bestow permanence fo this rule through the
terrorinstilledinthe reactionaries by itsweapons

if it wants to avoid having fought in vain.”
(Engels, “About Authority,” 1872/73, Marx/Engels Works,
German edition, volume 18, p.308).

Q On the central qguestion of the
dictatorship of the proletariat in the struggle
against revisionism in the building of the
party of the working class

Four years before his death, in consideration of the
opportunism mounting within the SPD, Engels insisted
onthe publication of Marx” work “Critique of the Gotha
Program.” It was due to him that success was reached,
against massive resistance within the SPD paity
leadership, in the dissemination of this harsh critique of
the cover-up of the contradictions of capitalism and in
making public the idea of the dictatorship of the
proletariat. Here are his powerful words, in the
introduction to “The Civil War in France,” dierected
against the revisionists:

“The social democratic Philistine has recently
once again got into salutary terror in the face of
the word. dictatorship of the proletariat. Well,
gentlemen, do you want to know how this dic-
tatorship looks like ? Look at the Paris Commune.

That was the dictatorship of the proletariat,”
(Engels” introduction to Marx”™ work “The Civil War in
France,” 1890, German, Verlag fiir Fremdsprachige Literatur,
Peking 1972, p.17f).

In his “Critique of the Erfurt Program” of 1891,
published only in 1901 by the leadership of German
social democracy, Engels aptly characterized one
essential feature of opportunism:

“This forgetting of the great main factors
because of the current interests of the day, this
wresiling and striving after the shori-lived
success without concern for the later con-
sequences, this abandonment of the future of the
movement for the sake of the present may be
meant ‘honestly’, but it is and remains oppor-
tunism, and ‘honest’ opportunism is perhaps

the most dangerous of all.”

(Engels, “Criticizing the Social Democratic Program Draft
1891, Marx/Engels Works, German edition, volume 22,
p.2341).

As further core points of the life and work of Friedrich

Engels, the leaflet elaborates;

Q  Guarantor for the safeguarding of the
scientific lifework of Karl Marx and its
systematic dissemination

Q  “Engels was not infallible ... but this
has to be addressed altogether differently.”
(Lenin)

O Engels - example for revolutionary
Communists today

Concluding, the leaflet says:

“Hundred years after the death of Friedrich
Engels, the capitalist resp. imperialist system of
exploitation still prevails world-wide. After the
big victories that were attained, first of all, , the
victory of the socialist October Revolution in
Russia 1917, the Communist world movement
had to suffer immense defeats because of the
revisionist treachery of the once glorious
communist parties of the Soviet union, but also
of China, Albania etc. The bourgeoisie pours
scorn and derision over Engels and Marx,
allegedly theoretically andpractically disproved
by all of this.

But everybody who, for example, studies
Engels” work “The Development of Socialism
from Utopian Idea to Science” will recognize
without difficulty that literally everything he
wrote on the inherent laws and insoluble
contradictions of capitalism proves true, totally
and in mounting degree, in the reality of today;
and that therefore all his conclusions on the
necessity of the socialist revolution, the
dictatorship of the proletariat, of socialism and
Communism are also undiminishedly valid. As
Engels writes there, in a certain sense man
leaves the realm of the animal kingdom only
then and with this, and enters from animal
conditions of existence into truly human ones.

“To carry out this world-liberating deedis the

historical mission of the proletariat.”

{Engels, “The Development of Socialism from Utopian Idea
to Science,” 1880, Marx/Engels Works, German edition,
volume 19, p.228).

The leaflet contains the poster “Solidarity with the
Fighting Workers in France!” as supplement.
[ The leaflets cited were published by *Gegen die Stromung™ as wel/j

as by “Westberliner Kommunist,” and in the process of thelr closer
cooperation with Identical texts,

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redakteur: A. Odenthal, Vertrieb flir Internationale Literatur, Brunhildstr. 5, 10829 Berlin
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The January leaflet carried the title:

“While capital and the capitalists boast to be
‘in command of everything’ at least in Western
Europe, to have created the necessary silence of
the graveyard, the militant struggles of the
workers in France showed that this is by no
means true. In Paris, in Le Havre, Grenoble,
Lyon, in Nantes, Bordeaux and many other
towns and regions ... there was militant, inter-
nationalist and more and more radical strugg-
le. And this is not all. The strikes, demonstrati-
ons andstruggles in France lasting now for four
weeks also give a hint of whatwill happen when
‘all wheels stand still,” when the working class
will stop to lend their ear to the appeasement
and the prattle about social partnership of the
union bosses.”

O Sticks and tear gas - the furious answer
of the state against the strikers

The leaflet documents some sidelights and stages of
the struggles in France. In addition, an interview with
the militant miners from Freyming-Merlebach was
printed under the title “This is one struggle, the
specific problems of the miners notwithstantanding;
the struggle is a struggle of the whole working cluss
in France!” Other core points of the leaflet are:

O The appeasement politics of the union
bosses

. O The perspective of the struggles of the
workers

“It is true that the present class struggles in
France are economic struggles of the day,
dealing with concrete social and economic de-

mands. They are nevertheless in their thrust
directed against the community of interests of
the capitalists and the politicians. Inthis respect,
the mobilizations and strike battles in France
are a first step. The workers can see from their
own experience: In the struggle for demands
Jrom the bourgeoisie which apparently are of
even the utmost banality - whether in France or
here in Germany or wherever in the world -, the
workers must enforce their inierests against the
union leadership and the astacks of the state. In
struggles like these, it is also possible to prepare
the ground for the insight that the state appara-
tus is not an institution standing above the in-
terests of the classes but the executing organ of
the ruling class. ‘

The workers make the experience that their
actions have to be planned even in the smallest
strike, that the enemies will try to stifle and
sabotage the struggle by means of the carrot and
the stick. These struggles will more and more
break the prevailing legalism and pacifism...

The working class, which can, in its struggle
againstthe corruptworker’s aristocracy, against
opportunismand treachery, gain consciousness
of its situation and its role through the work of
the Communist Party, develops into the carrier
of a new, of the socialist form of society ... This
‘general truth’ gains concrete shape in every
struggle of theworkers. The struggles in Frannce
help the Communist forces in other countries,
they give courage, meet with solidarity and are
a ray of hope in the long struggle for the dicta-
torship of the proletariat and for Communism.”

Also in January, there appeared number 1 of “Rot




Front” (Red Front) - ajournal for scientific Commu-
nism, the theoretical organ of “Gegen die Strémung”

e

In February, the leaflet appeared:

Rt

with resolutions of the Second Party Conference of the
organization.

e

“Ten people murdered - that was the bloody
outcome of the Nazi fire assault in Liibeck. In a
downrightmassacre, Monique Bunga (27 years)
with her daughter Suzanne (7 years) from Ango-
la, Francois Makudila (27 years) with her child-
ren Christelle (6 years), Daniel (1 year), Leg-
rand (4 years), Mija (12 years) and her step
daughter Christine (19years) from Zaire aswell
as one man from Lebanon and one further
woman were burnt to death in the flames of the
home for asylum seekers inhabited mainly by
people from Zaire, Angola, Ghana, Togo, Tuni-
sia, Syria, Lebanon and Poland in Liibeck’s
Hafenstrafie on January 18, 1996. The other
inhabitants of the house suffered injuries: 30
majorcasualties struggledfor their lifesand are
marked forever, 20 people were less seriously
injured. \

Without example in the history of the FRG is
not only the degree of this Nazi crime, without
example is also the complicity between police,
Department of Public Prosecution, bourgeois
media and Nazis: in the way and manner of the
police state - similar to the shooting of Wolfgang
Grams in Bad Kleinen 1993 -, witnesses’ testi-
monies and other evidence was covered up, lies
were spread, and the police even supplied an
alibi to the three resp. four Nazis that had been
arrested at first...”

O Why the Nazi massacre is covered up by
the police, the Department of Public Prose-
cution and the media

After initial protest demonstrations, the German im-
perialists very quickly succeeded in once again getting
the situation under control. In this, they had a robust
interest. The leaflet mentions three reasons for the
direct protection of the artested Nazis, for the cover-up
of the Nazi murders:

“For one thing, there is the - often underesti-
mated - nationalist and Nazist way of thinking
shown in the quiet or openly, and even in orga-
nized form, in the ranks of the police, the De-

partment of Public Prosecution and the secret
sercvices. We need only remember the well
established fact that an undercover agent of the
German secret service was organized in the
Nazi secene of Solingen and had trained the
Nazi murderers in his forgery of Nazi cadres
disguised as a ‘school for combatant sport.”

On the other hand, the cover-up maneuvers
succeeded in preventing protests of anti-Nazist
forces.

More decisive is, however, that police and
Department of Public Prosecution, in unison
with the official representatives of German im-
perialism themselves, have a great stake in the
maintenance of the ‘reputation of Germany in
the world.” Similar to the way that, on a large
historical scale, Auschwitz is ‘regretted’ - if
looked atinamore consideredway, not because
of those murdered, but because it did damage to
the ‘glory of Germany’ -, the press commenta-
ries ran wild according to the motto ‘Once
again, it has struck us’ - and ‘us,” in fact, meant
the ‘poor Liibeckers’ that had once again been
brought into ‘disrepute.’”

In the text that follows, the leaflet disproves and
unmasks piece for piece the mendacious constructs of
the German state and the bourgeois media: the maneu-
ver with the “witness” presented after the promise of a
reward of DM 50.000, the dirty lic about the alleged
quarrel “between Arabs and Africans” as cause for the
fire, the lie according to which the initially arrested
Nazis are “no enemies of foreigners” etc.; the leaflet
closes with the demand: “Immediate release of howme
resident Safoan Eid!” The leaflet further reads:

O The necessity of own research and inde-
pendent political exposures

Finally, the leaflet stresses the task to expose the lies
and deceitful maneuvers of this state in astill clearcr and
more express manner through own research:

“Admittedly, we cannot force this state to tell




the truth, butwe can force it to spread more and
more gross lies, more and more absurd fal-
sehoods, so that its grimace of lies comes out
more and more clearly.

The Nazi massacre of Liibeck has shown anew
that illusions held of this state, its police and
Jjustice are more than harmful, that the most
deterined, most consequent democratic and re-
volutionary forces must not let themselves be
pushed into the defensive by the state’s brazen
lies, and especially, that each sort of trust that
the organs of the press with their image of
themselves as ‘critical’ will ‘certainly disclose
the case’ is totally besides the point,

Necessary istheinsightthat - all real, but often
also only pretended differences between the
various departments of the army of editors,
Journalists andnews agencies notwithstanding -
all of them only bind to themselves their own

S
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In March, the leaflet appeared:

different parts of the population, and that all are
hanging on an entirely material string of ten to
fiftenn large publishers. The bourgeois media
are a solid component of this reactionary capi-
talist-imperialist system, they serve it and have,
before and above all, the function to safeguard
this system ... The Nazi massacre in Liibeck
gives a glimpse of what, apart from the terror of
the state - the daily mass deportations, the
thousands of imprisoned in the deportation pri-
sons - will come upon us of daily Nazi attacks
and -assaults, and how such Nazi attacks are
systematically covered up and shielded by this
state and its army of journalists.

Fighting back doubly and threefold, the orga-
nization of the real solidarity with all those
prosecuted by the Nazis, exerted by all conse-
quently democratic forces of all nationalities -
this is one of the first and most important tasks
of the day ...”

A,
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“When the news of the mass dismissals plan-
ned by the Vulkan corporation filtered through
to the public, the workers of the Vulkan shipy-
ards in Bremen and Bremerhaven were fed up
with it. From February 19, 1996, workers blok-
ked the works gates; they even occupied the
Vulkan shipyards in Bremen on the 20th Janua-
ry, 1996. A transparent was fixed to the works
gate: ‘Wewon't let this enterprise die, we shall
struggle.” These blockades and the occupation
constituted the beginning of massive protests
and struggles especially of the workers of the
Vulkan shipyards in Bremen and Bremerhaven
Jor the conservation of their jobs, protests and
struggles that lasted for several days.

The various forms of struggle, the effective
break-off of the struggles after several days, the
sense of resignation gaining ground, paired
with the treacherous hope that, perhaps, ‘res-
cue’ could still come from the banks and the
bourgeoispoliticians, the leadership of the strug-
glesin the hands of false friends - all this shows

the strengths and possibilities, but, above all,
the weaknesses of this economic struggle - and

- also the limitations of every spontaneous struggle
of the day under the rule of capitalism.”

As crucial points the leaflet mentioned:

O The struggle of the workers and the ap-
peasement politics of the DGB- and IG-
Meiall leadership

O Trust in your own strength!

“Factory occupations, blockades and demon-
strations, all this should be started again and be
extended inorder to really generate pressure, to
dealreal blows to capital. All splitting attempts
of the capitalists and of the union leadership -
above all by German chauvinism, into German
colleagues and colleagues from other countries
- must be denounced and fought vigorously ... A
decisive touchstone of whether German chau-
vinism is really fought in a daily struggle is the




question whether internationalist solidarity,
theinternationalist element is really promoted,
strengthened and extended.”

O The capitalist system is the cause
mass dismissals and unempoyment!

“Under imperialism, the last stage of capita-
lism, the economic basic law consists in the
safeguarding of maximal profits for financial
capital through exploitation, ruin and pauperi-
zation of the working people of the ‘own’ coun-
try, by enslavement and plundering of the peop-
les of other countries, especially of the countries
dependent on imperialism, and by ever more
mounting militarization, by imperialist wars in
the service of securing maximal profits ...”

without massive inciting of the working people
with the poison of chauvinism.”

O The necessary struggle for the preserva-
of tion of the jobs and the perspective of the
further struggle

“What follows from this insight? This does not
mean that struggles like the ones in Bremen and
Bremerhaven, economic struggles for the im-
mediate protection against the attacks of the
capitalists against the living conditions of the
workers, of the exploited working people are
meaningless. Onthe contrary ... for these strug-
gles are the precondition to be at all able to lead
new struggles that reach further. But still, there
is a big dilemma: The struggle for the conserva-
tionof the jobs s, at the same time, a struggle for

o “Unemployment” - an economic, politi- the conservation of exploitation ... Because of
cal and ideological instrument of the this, the questionmust be posed: For areform of

Germam imperialisis

“On the one hand, unemployment serves as d
‘human reservoir’ that can be thrown into this
or that new production project according to the
necessities of capitalist profit maximization wi-
thout interruption of the capitalist production of
surplus value. On the other hand, it is an im-
portant instrument of the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie for the enactment of its reactionary
policy of ‘divide and rule.” Unemployment is a
lever for the aggravation and intensification of
the exploitation of the workers still active in the
production process ... The threat with mass
dismissals, rush dismissals, in order to remove
the most militant colleaguesfromthe enterprise,
constitutes an important lever for the dictator-
ship of the bourgeoisie ... With mounting unem-
ployment, there are stronger and stronger ai-
tempts of the German bourgeoisie to use unem-
ployment for the strirring of national contradic-
tions, especially of German chauvinism, by sug-
gesting that theworking people from other coun-
tries are ‘taking the jobs away’ fromthe German
working people, just as if it were not the capita-
list system that is not only the cause of unem-
ployment, but even directly interested in it. Ger-
man chauvinism and racism are used by the
German imperialists to even further bind the
German workers to themselves, they are an
instrument of the worldwide imperialist war
preparations of the German imperialists, be-
cause it is not possible to lead imperialist wars

capitalism, or for a revolutionary overthrow of
capitalism?

We say clearly: For the overthrow of German
imperialism and the destruction of the capitalist
system of exploitation, for the building of socia-
lism and Communism! For the armed struggle
of theworking class and its allies for the smashing
of the bourgeois state apparatus from top to
bottom and from bottom to top, the only road at
all to overthrow the dictatorship of the bour-
geoisie.” .

Further themes of the leaflet are, among others,
“Solidarity with the Kurds struggling against the Ger-
man police!” as well as the declaration of the Organiza-
cion Campesina de la Sierra del Sur (OCSS) con-
cerning the occupation of several embassies in Mexico,
among them also the German embassy.

BOOKSTORE
Georgi Dimitroff
Koblenzer Str. 4, 60327 Franidurt/M.

Open:
Wednesday - Friday 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

o _J

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortiicher Redakteur: A. Odenthal, Vertrieb fiir internationale Literatur, Brunhildstr. 5, 10829 Betlin

29



(X4

- “?} Information for revolutionary and Marxist-

| Leninist _forces of all countries

Excerpts and synopsis from the publications by “Gegen die Stromung”- Organ for the
Building of the Revolutionary Comimunist Party of Germany: April - June 1996

Appears quaterly in Turkish, French, ENGLISH, Spanish and lalian & Price: DM 0,50.-

%

in April/May, the leaflet appeared:

@

What Is 10 Be Done?’ was written by Lenin
in the year 1902 on the background of the then
current situation in order to give answers to the
most burning questions of the revolutionary
movement of Russia. One could ask: What’s that
got 1o do with today’s revolutionary struggle in
Germany? Localism, dispersion, little or no
contacts and discussions between the various
political groups, dozens of initiati-

tion and execution of the October Revolution, of
the armed insurrection. The book delineates the
long-term plan for the October Revolution!...”

O The outstanding significance of theoreti-
cal worlk

The leaflet the stresses three argu-

ves oriented almost only locally,

with perspectives that hardly reach
beyond their own immediate busi-
ness, thus dissipating their ener-
gies by being absorbed in individu-
al projects, as well as the hapha-
zard approach connnected with all
of this, are predominant. Equally
widespread are enmity towards
theory and criticism, especially
when it comes to the discussion of
the fundamental questions of the

V. L LENI }
WHAT IS TO BE DONE?

cal work developed by Lenin;

“(1) The Communist Party is only
in process of formation, its features
are only just becomming defined, it
still has to work hard for the very
Joundations of scientific Commu-
nism and to defend them against
opportunism. (2) In order to really
defeatworld imperialism, to be able
to carry out the revolution in one’s
‘own’ country, one has to learn

1

revolution - such a situation, or ar
least one similar to it, is prevailing

255 p., DI 12.-

Jrom the international experiences

nearly everywhere in the ranks of

honest forces conceiving of themselves as revo-
lutionary. Widespread resignation is the logical
consequence.

Although in many respects the situation within
which Lenin wrote ‘What Is to Be Done?’ cannot
be compared to the present situation in Germa-
ny, ‘What Is to Be Done?’ has lost nothing of its
topicality. For this work is a fundamental work
of scientific Communism, it elaborates the ideo-
logical foundations of the Communist Party and
is therfore decisive for the struggle for the buil-
ding of a Communist Party. Yes, ‘What Is to Be
Done?’ was an essential lever for the prepara-

by evaluating them, in a critical
and self-critical manner, against
all nationalist tendencies. (3) The national pecu-
liarities of each country cannot be grasped by
any other means than by the theory of scientific
Communism.”

“...Lenins proclamation that it is necessary, in
the struggle for the defence of the principles of
scientific Communism, to make a radical break
with the opportunists and their ideas still is and
remains the point of departure in the struggle
against international opportunism, especially
against modern revisionism, for the construction
of a revolutionary Communist Party,”

ments for the significance of theoreti-




O The socialist class consciousness has
to be carriedinto the working class from the
outside, by the Communist Party!

The spontaneous just struggle of the working class
does not all by itself lead to the insight into the necessity
of the destruction of capitalism, it does not lead to a real
ability of the labour movement to dissociate itself from
the grasp of the opportunist and reformist leaders:

“For the simple reason that the boureois ideo-
logy is far older in origin than socialist ideology,
that it is more fully developed, and that it has at
its disposal immeasurably more more means of
dissemination.”

(Lenin, “What Is to Be Done?,” 1902, Collected Works,
Moscow 1977, Vol. 5, p. 386)

But how, then, must this socialist class consciousness
look like:

“Because the proletariar can only overthrow
the bourgeoisie if ... the hegemony of the prole-
tariat becomes reality, the revolutionary educa-
tion of the proletariat must not, in any case, be
directed only towards grasping its own situation,
but the working class must know everything
abour all classes and strata, about the relati-
onship of these classes to the bourgeois state and
among themselves...

The Communist Party has to break the bour-
geols ideological system through scientific, me-
thodical work on the basis of the application of
the theory of scientific Communism to the parti-
cular conditions of one’s ‘own’ country, in the
struggle against all opportunist forces that want
to diminish the role of the CP as theoretical,
political and organizational vanguard...

Itis essential ... to create clarity about the main
enenty of one’s ‘own’ revolution, the basic struc-
ture of capitalist society and the way of removing
it, clarity about the goals of socialism and Com-
munism within the working class. It also means,
before everything else, to fulfill the task, in the
struggle against German chauvinism and ra-
cism, to propagate the slogans ‘Workers of all
countries, unite!” and ‘Workers of all countries
and oppressed peoples, unite!’ to awaken the
working class to their meaning and to enable it
to act according to them.”

O The central significance of the organiza-
tion of all-sided political exposures

O On the stance of the Communist forces

towards democratic class struggle

The leaflet explicates in a detailed manner that the
distinction between countries with strong feudal vesti-
ges dependent on imperialism on the one hand and
imperialist countries on the other is a point of departure
in the determination of the democratic tasks of the
Communist forces in the respective countries. The
leaflet further says:

“In the struggle against any dissemination of
illusions concerning the imperialist system, it is
of primary importance to stress two decisive
points:

@ Every democratic struggle within the capi-
talist system ... has its limits. Present successes
are directly or covertly retracted the next day,
the reactionary overall development can be no
more than slowed down by determined struggle
but is impossible to stop within the capitalist
system ...

@ There is no democratic demand that cannot,
under particular circumstances, be used as a
tool of trickery against the workers, in order to
fan illusions into the capitalist system and its
alleged reformability. All this goes to prove the
absolute necessity of the subordination of the
democratic struggle under the struggle for the
proletarian revolution. This subordination me-
ans ... to prepare, in these struggles, as the most
important point, the socialist revolution, to crea-
te, in these struggles, socialist class conscious-
nesss, to connvert the successes of these strug-
gles into a starting point for the connection of the

~legal with the illegal work for the purpose of the
revolutionary preparation of the exploited mas-
ses for the overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the
erection of the dictatorship of the proletariat,..
Really Communist forces must be ‘vanguard
fighters for democracy,’ as Lenin says, that is,
must engage themselves in democratic struggles
and support them maximally.”

O The building and siructure of the Com-
munist Party

“Lenin explicates that the ideological roots of
the opportunistic organizational ideas lie in
their opportunistic theoretical and politicalideas.
Because: A party which wants to make the pro-
letariat conscious, which wants to prepare and
direct the armed insurrection of the working
class against the exploiting classes with the aim
to erect the dictatorship of the proletariat over

s
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all reactionaries until Communism must have
organizational structures suitable for the task...”

As aprimary task of the building of the party from top
to bottom, Lenin stressed the necessity:

“to create a center of Communist leading
cadres, mainly consisting of professional revo-
lutionaries (especially from the ranks of the
workers ...), for only that way it is possible to
build a revolutionary movement in the whole
country that can develop enough consciousness,
organizational fitness, energy, tenacity and con-
tinuity to carry out the overthow of the ruling
exploiter classes...”

O Clandestineness
Against all forms of legalism, Lenin emphasizes:

“that illegality and clandestineness, the com-
bination of legal and clandestine work must be

RAq

The topic of the May-leaflet was:

main features of the party, just for its mere ability
of survival in the the struggle of life and death
with the political police of the bourgeoisie...”

O Inner-party democracy

“...Against bureaucratic conceptions and
against ‘primitive democratism, ... Lenin empha-
sizes two decisive means that guarantee the
selection and control of the functionaries by the
masses and their connection with the masses, the
functioning of inner-party democracy even un-
der the conditions of deepest clandestineness:
Jull solidarity and mutual trust among the Com-
munist cadres and a revolutionary public opini-
onwhich persecutes the breach of solidarity with
utmost rigour...”

The leaflet contains the declaration of the editorial
staff of “Radikal Brechen” concerning the merger
with “Gegen die Stomung” as complement,

PAgiAe

“The public swearing-in of several hundred
Bundeswehr recruits in Berlin on May 30, 1996
thatwas planned with huge effort is an enormous
militaristic provocation. Today, German impe-
rialism, militarism and revanchism once again
feels strong enough to carry out, for the first time
since the military smashing of its Nazi-Wehr-
macht in the year 1945, such a militarist specta-
cle in Berlin, where already the soldiers of the
precursor armies.of the Bundeswehr were pu-
blicly swornin order to go, afterwards, to war for
German imperialism’s murderous goals of world
rule. The struggle against public ‘swearing-ins,’
as in Berlin or, for example, or in Bremen on
May 6, 1980, where 15.000 antimilitarists
struggled in part militantly against the public
swearing-in of recruits in the Bremen Wesersta-
dion, the struggle against the unbroken line of
tradition of the Bundeswehr reaching back to
reactionary Prussianism, is absolutely correct
and necessary. What is riecessary for the consci-
ous and organized struggle against this highly
armed military machine to develop, on the whole

and in a long-term manner, is primarily the
deeper analysis of the basic function of the
Bundeswehr within the system of German impe-
rialism.”

Core points of the leaflet are:

O The Bundeswehr - murderous machinery
of German imperialism in internal and exter-
nal direction

O The militarization permeats the whole
public life

O German imperialism - an especially ag-
gressivve imperialist big power

O Struggle against all forms of German
militarism and for the smashing of the Bun-
deswehr




On the occassion of the DGB-demonstration on June 15, the leaflet appeared:

“The long-standing state of continuously gro-
wing exploitation is now raised to a still higher
stage by a new package of curtailments: cur-
tailment of the continued payment of wages in
case of sickness to 80% of the wage; the ensuing
sick-benefit is supposed to be cut from 80% to
70%, increase of the age limit for the pension
age for women from 60 to 65 years and cur-
tailment of pensions, gradual removal of the
protection against unlawful dismissal, prolon-
gation of the working time, at the same time
stiffened pace against the jobless whose claim to
the so-called ‘unemployment help’ is to be shor-
tened in duration and cut by 3% per year etc. On
the whole, the curtailments are supposed to
amount to DM 25 billion per year.

Will the workers, the jobless, all those affected
by these measures submit to all this? Will the
thing, after some froth by the union bosses, be
‘swallowed’ without real struggle? Then the
road will be free for the next stage of accelerated
exploitation.”

“The truth is that it is in no way surprising that
these operations are continuously ‘successful’
and, so to speak, without visk. For the union
apparatus is firmly in the hands of a well paid
and totally bought small stratum of union bos-
ses (Lenin called them ‘worker’s bureaucra-
cy’) which can, in turn, be sure of the support of
a not inconsiderable stratum of the working
class, namely, the worker’s aristocracy.”

O The worker ’s aristocracy - shock troop
of German imperialism within the labour
movement!

“In addition to the profit that the German
imperialists squeeze out of their ‘own’ workers,
the gigantic and particularly brutal exploitation
of other peoples and also of the working people
from other countries living in Germany brings
even more extra-profits in enormous amounis.
One part of these extra-profits is used by the
German imperialists to buy a particular stratum
of the working class as their agency and use it as
such. Especially the ‘overseers’ and ‘non-com-

missioned officers’ in the enterprises, but also
parts of the better qualified workers are pro-
nouncedly favoured and differentioted from the
lower strata of the working class by privileges
and are thus more or less closely bound to
German imperialism, as well as bribed and
bought.”

In a separate section with the title “Union functiona-
ries are working hand in hand with the pelice and
incite workers already blinded into a nationalisi/
racist mood against their class brothers and sisters
Jrom other countries” the leaflet deals with the natio-
nalist agitation of the IG-Bau [union of the building
branch] leadership against construction workers from
other countries and makes clear that

“... every really serious union movement must
fight against all these tendencies massively and
militantly right from the start, side by side with
the workers threatened by racism, nationalism
and the police state...”

O For the alliance of the most militant and
advanced colleagues!

“Concretely, this means that those colleagues
\inside and outside of the union apparatus intere-
sted in the real struggle against capital must lead
an extensive ideological and organized struggle
against the whole arsenal of nationalism, racism
and the class-collaborationist partnership ideo-
logy as well as the superstition in the state, in
order to mobilize the collegues on their own
without and against the union bosses.

Inthis, we must be prepared for a hard struggle
with all varieties of reformism, opportunism,
appeasement politics and treachery also within
the unions.”

(" BOOKSTORE Georgi Dimitroff )
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Fax: +69 73 09 20
Open:
Wednesday - Friday 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays
N d d /

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redakteur: A. Odenthal, Vertrieb fir Internationale Literatur, Brunhildstr. 5, 10829 Berlin

1



f Bulletin 3/96

| Information for revolutionary and Marxist-
) Leninist forces of all countries

Excerpts and synopsis from the publications by “Gegen die Strémung”- Organ for the

& : Building of the Revolutionary Communist Party of Germany: July/August - October1996

)5 ¢ Appears quaterly in Turkish, French, ENGLISH, Spanish and ltalian ¥ Price: DM 0,50.- A4

In July/August, the leaflet appeared:

»In February 1956 - three years after the
death of Stalin -, the new party chairman of the
CPSU Krushchev presented a program to the
world thatwas revisionist through and through.
This was a fundamental turning point. For this
congress revised the Communist line in all
fundamental questions of class struggle and
substituted it by an opportunist line of adapta-
tion to world imperialism. Apart from the con-
demnation of Stalin in Krushchev’s notorious
‘secret report,’ the sensational ‘novelty’ at the
20th party congress was Krushchev’s propa-
ganda of the ‘peaceful road’ to socialism.

The consequencesweredevastating: All Com-
munist Partieswhichfollowed the ‘new road’ of
the 20th Party Congress changed colour. The
CPSU changed into a reformist-bourgeois par-
ty under the leadership of the Krushchev-Bres-
hnev clique. Onthis basis, capitalismwas resto-
red under a socialist cloak, and the Soviet
Unionwas changed into a state of exploitation
and oppression, into a imperialist big power
based on the plundering of other peoples and
the peoples within the USSR. In an equally
devastating manner it was revealed in practice
that the so-called ‘peaceful road’ leads to bloo-
dy catastrophes, as during the murder of hund-
reds of thousands of Communists in Indonesia
in 1965 and as in Chile 1973, where tens of
thousands were massacred.

O  The 20th Party Congress of the CPSU
1956: Complete treachery of the ideas of
Communism!

Inthe section,, The revisionist trick with the ‘proper-
ly of the state’*, the leaflet disproves the defenders of
the revisionist-capitalist Soviet Union of Krushchev
and Breshnev who demagogically claimed: ,,As long as
the state property ruled, socialism still existed there!*

»Not without reason the modern revisionists,
in a consciously superficial manner, do not
declare the reality of exploitation to be the essen-
tial feature of capitalism, which they instead see
as incarnated in the juridical question of the
‘private property’ of factories and of land. Thus
they can point to the state ownership of the
means of production in the former USSR, the

former GDR etc., which they then automatically

declare to be of a socialist character ... In order
to decide who really owns the decisive means of
production, the important thing is not the juridi-
cal form or the name (state property or people’s
property); what is important is whether it is
really the mass of the working class that controls
this state and executes the power in it. The
decisive question for judgement in the question
of whether capitalism or socialism rules in a
society is the class question: Which classes or
which class has (have) state power in its (their)
hands?“

O  “Breshnevism* - transition of modern
revisionism to the ideology and politics of
Russian social imperialism

The dismissal of Krushchev by the Breshnev revisio-
nists in 1964 was far away from being a ,,turnaround*
orevena,return®to Lenin and Stalin. The ideological




foundation of the new power holders remained revisio-
nism, just as before. The fleeting apparently , leftist*
manoeuvres of the Breshnev revisionists served for
enhanced oppressionand as ideological justification of
the social imperialist policy of the revisionist Soviet
Union,

, The stance toward this variety of modern
revisionism is still important today, and even
especially today. In view of the bankruptcy of
modern revisionism at the state level, one can
observe a certain sort of revival of ideological
,, Breshnevism. “ There are evenforces that , cri-
ticise“ the collaboration of the Soviet Union
under Krushchev and Breshnev with the We-
stern imperialists, but who, on the other hand,
support and greet as supposedly ,,anti-imperia-
list“ the measures carried out by the revisionist
Soviet Union that were directed against the
other imperialist big powers. The decisive mat-
ter in this connection is thus obscured:

Underthe political andideological leadership
of Breshnev, revisionism, which was already
in power in the Soviet Union, developed after
the restoration of capitalism inte a new impe-
rialist big power in a ‘socialist cloak,’ into
social imperialism.*

Later on, the leaflet recalls three crimes of the Bres-
hnev revisionists: the military occupation of Czechoslo-
vakiain 1968 under the coverof ,,defence of socialism,
the support for the supposedly ,revolutionary,” but
actually fascist military dictatorshipin Ethiopia against
the Eritrean liberation movement from 1977 and the
war against the peoples of Afghanistan from 1979.

O  How could the revisionists gain power
within the Communist Party and restore
capitalism in the socialist Soviet Union?

,,» The discussion about the development of the
Soviet Union cannot simply be about correctly
proving thatitwas only the revisionist forms that
were abandoned under Gorbatchev and Yelisin
while the counterrevolutionary content had al-
ready been stabilised decades before. More
Sundamentally, it should be about undersian-
ding, with a special attention to the strongest
and most long-standing bastion of the proletari-
anworld revolution, namely, the socialist Soviet
Union at the time of Lenin and Stalin, how
counterrevolution in its revisionist form could
win in this country.

The leaflet then summarises some core ideas on these
questions of decisive importance for the perspective
and the development of truly Communist forces. Point
of departure in the analysis of the historical experiences
of the first proletarian state is a principled understan-
ding of the fact that the dictatorship of the proletariat
means the continuation and intensification of class
struggle until Communism. As animportant core idea,
the leaflet clarifies that the victory of modern revisio-
nism in the Soviet Union was a grave, but by no means
necessary and inevitable defeat. A serious study of the
line of the CPSU(B) and of the works of comrade Stalin
shows that the reasons are not to be found there. It was
rather the insufficient, depth-lacking adoption of the
correctline of Lenin and Stalin on the dictatorship of the
proletariat, the CP, the role of the cadres and the masses
that played a decisive role. In the last section ,,The
struggle for the complete break with modern revisio-
nism must be continued and intensified! the follo-
wing is said:

., With the bankruptcy of the revisionist re-
gimes in Eastern Europe, modern revisionism
has not at all collapsed or disappeared as an
opportunist ideology hostile to scientific Com-
munism. Modern revisionism is by no means
bankrupt or dead; at present, it’s simply chan-
ging its form and face ... The revisionist de-
velopment in the Soviet Union after the 20th
Party Congress as well as the destruction of
practically all former Communist Parties by
modern revisionism is the main reason for the
vast opportunistic quagmire of today. The con-
struction of truly Communist Parties, the pre-
paration and execution of the armed socialist
revolution can thus make advances during the
next years and decades only if this is insepa-
rably combined with a truly thoroughgoing
struggle against modern revisionism on an
international as well as domestic level.©

As a supplement, the leaflet contained the theses of
the resolution of the 2. Party Conference of ,,Gegendie
Stromung® with the title ,, Touchstones in the siruggle
against German imperialism, revanchism and mili-
tarism, against German chauvinism and racism, the
fascistization, and increased exploitation.

As a further supplement, the leaflet contained the
,,Manifest of Aguas Blancas“ of the Ejército Popular
Revolucionario from Mexico.

PA G A G ¢
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The September leaflet carried the title:

,, It looked asifitwerefrom amildly simplified
textbook on the role of the bourgeois state in
imperialism: While Nazi murder troops could
bawl their slogans in Worms for onewhole hour,
while 300 German Nazis could leave without
hindrance to Poland and used the international
football match Poland-Germany for the massi-
ve disseminationof Nazi propaganda, onemonth
before the more or less politically nonconfor-
mist punk ,,chaos days* in Hanover and Bre-
men had been forbidden and then stopped with
great brutality under a massive show of police
force. Several weeks later, 313 demonstrators
classified as , left“ by the police were brutally
arrested as soon as their trains had arrived inin
Grevesmiihlen, where the demonstration should
take place, in order to execute the ban on
demonstrations imposed on the legally an-
nounced demonstration directed against the Nazi
scene in Grevesmiihlen.

Taking these spotlights as a point of depar-
ture, it is worthwhile to take a clear view the
function of the bourgeois-imperialist state, its
ways andprocedures, the extent of the oppressi-
ve methods that are put to use and, at the same
time, accompanied by hypocrisy. “

The leaflet then focuses a little more closely on the

various examples. At the end, it reads:

,» These few examples clearly show that the
German state consciously controls the Nazi
scene and imposes ,,moderation“ on them only
every now and then. The Nazis are an accompa-
nying and supporting tool of German imperia-
lism within the whole system of its reactionary
measures, kind of a reserve that is carefully
protected against anti-Nazi forces.

Despite all incantations of some supposed
»equality“ which is day by day mendaciously
invoked as ,,democratic reality “ in Germany by
the bourgeois media and politicians, we can
clearly see that the democratic rights for ,, lef-
tist“ forces, existing to a very limited amount in
any event, are more and more being constrained
and removed.

The contradiction between the supposedly
democratic claim and the reality in Germany
has to be systematically unmasked. We have to
mobilise all honest anti-Nazi forces that do not
entertain any illusions about this state. In this,
we have to take advantage of all existing possi-
bilities within the frame of all democratic rights
stillinforce, nevertheless being preparedat any
time that very soon we won’t be able to use them
any more. We have to take these and other
questions as a starting point in order to take a
close look at the role of the police state, to
demonstrate the function of the state in capita-
lism generally and to lay bare its class charac-
ter. There are more than enough opportunities
to do that.

It is our task to show that the only alternative
in the long run is the proletarian revolution, the
destruction of the whole bourgeois state appa-
ratus through the armed struggle of the workers
and their allies and the erection of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, where no small minority
oppresses the large majority by means of a well
equipped police- and military apparatus as is
the case under capitalism, but where the huge
majority of the formerly exploited and oppres-
sed hold down their former masters and really
democratic conditions for the majority of the
formerly exploited are more and more compre-
hensively realised on this basis.

It is for us to act more massively than ever
against antiderocratic manoeuvres inthe man-
ner of the police state and to use our actions in
the best possible way to propagate, in connec-
tion with these struggles, the program of the
Communist Party.

-
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In October, the leaflet appeared:

~During the last weeks, more than hundred
thousandworkers laid down their workinanger
and rage for several days at Mercedes, Opel,
Bosch, BASF and in many other enterprises,
demanding the immediate retraction of the cuts
in the continued payment of wages in case of
sickness by the capitalists. Many colleagues felt
Jorthefirsttime that they are not powerless, that
the represent a real force if they fight together ...
The DGB labour aristocratswantto repacify the
situations in the enterprises by rash obedience
VIS a vis the capitalists by negotiation offers and
by appealing to the workers to put trust in their
‘negotiation skills.” During the next weeks, it
will be of decisive imporiance whether the oppo-
sitional and revolutionary forces in the enter-
prises succeed inmaking clear that the question
of the continued payment is not only a question
of the wages but that it is about the warding off
of a much farther-reaching general attack of the
capitalists for the unrestrained increase of their
profits at the expense of the still existing social
rights of the working class and the working
people in this country.

In the section ,, What this struggle is about,* the
leaflet demonstrates that more is at stake than the cuts
in the continued payment: An offensive for the worse-

ning of the conditions of life and work is about to be

started on abroad front. The sick are punished for their
illness and are forced to work in spite of it. But this is still
notall:

»The goal is the establishment, against the
sickand theweak and under the catchword of the
performance-oriented society,” of the social-
darwinistic mentality of the ‘survival of the
fittest’ whowins out against the ‘weak and those
unfit for life’ in the ‘siruggle for survival.”

* After this, the leaflet deals with the exemplary strike
in the metalindustry 1956 for the continued payment in
case of sickness which was led by the workers in
Schleswig-Holstein for 114 days against promises and

pressures onthe part of the capitalists and the police, as
well as against the appeasement tactics of the union
leadership. In aspecial section, the leaflet explores the
situation of the construction workers from other coun-

tries:

Q Solidarity with the construction
workers from other countries threatened by
police raids, deportation and Nazi terror!

The construction workers belong to the most brutally
exploited parts of the working people in Germany:
Starvation wages which are often not even paid out,
almost total lack of industrial safety and accident pro-
tection, work days of 12 - 16 hours, overcrowded
containers as placesof residence. Joint raids of the 1G-
Bauleadership and the police, deportations by the state
and not only racistincitement and actions by the labour
aristocrats of IG-Bau, but also a mounting racism of
German workers incited in the spirit of racism, and
finally, Nazi attacks - all this determines the ‘everyday
life” of most of the construction workers from other
countries. After alisting of the worst cases of the recent
period, the leaflet says:

»Every really serious union movement has to
fight right from the start against all these ten-
dencies, massively and militantly and shoulder
to shoulder with the workers threatened by ra-
cism, nationalism and the police state. Massive
militant actions against the Nazi terrov, protec-
tion against raids and the following deportati-
ons, and for wage increases for the ‘illegals’ on
the part of the constructionworkers working for
standardwages irrespective of which nationali-
ty, must be a first step to counteract the cursed
and by no means ineffective actions aimed at the
splitting of the construction workers ...

The basic thought of proletarian-internatio-
nalist solidarity, the goal of association trans-
gressing the borders of states and nationalities
has to be placed into the foreground within all
these struggles.

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantworilicher Redakteur: A. Odenthal, Vetlrieb fir Internationale Literatur, Brunhildstr, 5, 10829 Berlin
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In November, the following leaflet appeared:

The introduction to the leaflet read:

“The situation in Germany 1996 is getting
worse for all people threatened by racist-natio-
nalist terror nearly day by day. Murder and
manslaughter are registered by the so-called
‘public’ only very marginally. The reason for
this is, among other things, a more and more
perfect system that nips opposition and demon-
strations already in the bud by media manipu-
lation. While the deportation terror of the state
‘shunts’ up to 3000 people out of deportation
prisons and deportation internment every month,
often into countries where torture and murder
by the state are the order of the day, the bour-
geois media have treated the people from other
countries shot to death by the German police,
those murdered by Nazis, the bodies burnt by
incendiary attacks in minuscule news items - if
they have reported on them at all,

The murderous grimace of this state and its
Nazigangs, in theirindividual actions aswell as
theirjointwork under the cover of the bourgeois
media, must be unmasked and fought by auto-
nomous investigations, autonomous research
and autonomous actions.”

Drift towards fascism on the part of the

state and Nazi parties/Nazi gangs

“The drift towards fascism, hate tunes and
oppressive practice pursued in much increased
measure by the state, also and especially against
political refugees and other people of the most

various nationality living and working in this
country, the public policy of denial and cover-up
of Nazi terror encourage the Nazis and their
organisations to daily and multiplied acts of
ever sironger tervor, against ‘non-Germans’,
againsi people of different colour, against han-
dicappedpeople and homeless persons, against
all people not fitting into their German-Nazi
world picture, to pogroms like in Hoyerswerda
and Rostock, tomurderous crimes like in Molln,
Solingen, Lubeck and now in Leipzig. The com-
plicity of the German state apparatus with the
Nazi arsonisisis made clear, for example, by the
pogrom in Rostock 1991 carried out in fact
under police protection and by the cover-up of
the Nazi massacre in Lubeck 1996...

The Nazi gangs and the Nazi parties must not,
under any circumstances, be viewed separately
or independently of this state apparatus. In rea-
lity, what we have here is a supplementary and
supporting measure of German imperialism wi-
thin the whole system of its reactionary measu-
res. The Nazi parties serve in this also as ‘pace-
makers,” as a ‘trial balloon,” testing how much
the population and the working class have alrea-
dy grown accustomed to the more open Nazi-
Fascist propaganda and terror.

The Nazi-Fascist shock troops are promoted,
supported and protecied by the German state
apparatus; they are even directly and indirectly
used against anti-Fascisi and revolutionary
Jorcesincalculatedmanner. Itis precisely by the
unpredictability of their actions that the Nazi




gangs succeed in the dissemination of an at-
mosphere of daily terror.

The struggle against the Nazi gangs and their
actions, against the Nazi parties and their hate
propaganda is indispensable and has become
still more urgent today. Without yielding even
one millimetre in the struggle against the Nazis,
it has, nevertheless, to be stated in the clearest
terms that increasingfascistization, a mounting
drift towards fascism is emanating mainly
from the state of the German imperialists, that
the main source of Nazi-Fascist ideology and
openly terrorist action is the capitalist social
system in Germany as a whole. This system has
to be smashed in its foundations, from top to
bottom if one wanis to really destroy the Nazi
gangs and to really eliminate the danger of a
renewed switch from the present parliamentary
republic to a Nazi-Fascist form of government.

Eradication of Nazi-Fascism together with its
roots means annihilation of the imperialist
systemn, of capitalism!

The struggle for the defence of democratic
rights against the drive towards Fascism on the
part of the state and against the Nazi gangs/
parties must be integrated into and subordina-
ted to the struggle for the preparation of the
socialist revolutionfor the smashing of this state
apparatus and for the overthrow of this social
order.

The important thing is to wage the struggle
against the Nazi gangs/Nazi parties and against
the drift towards Fascism on the part of the state
together with all those afflicted by nationalism,
racism and Nazi terror ina militant and interna-
tionalist manner!”

- GIERA S ¢

In December, the following leaflet appeared:

The leaflet contains the following introductory re-

marks:

“About 60 years ago, on July 18, 1936, a
revolutionary armed struggle began: Broad
masses of workers, peasants, Spaniards shoul-
der to shoulder with Basques, Catalans and
Galicians resorted to arms for the quashing of
the counterrevolutionary coup of the Fascists.
Anti-Fascists, revolutionary and Communist
forces from all over the world declared their
solidarity with the freedom struggle of the peop-
les of Spain, about 50.000 members of the Inter-
national Brigades, comrades of more than 50
nationalities came as volunteers to Spain and
risked their lives for the international cause of
the struggle against Fascism and imperialism.
For one thing was clear from the start: The
Spanish civil war was no ‘private affair’ of the
peoples of Spain, but a first important battle of
impending World War 1I, the struggle of the
peoples of the world against Fascism and impe-
rialist war, especially against the Fascist ag-
gression of Nazi-Germany and of Fascist Italy.
The Italian and especially the German imperia-

list directed and strengthened the Fascist forces
by sending equipment and soldiers to the Fran-
co henchmen and setting towns and villages
ablaze right from the very start...”

O Previous history and trigger of the Spa-
nish civil war

“In 1931, the popular masses overthrew the
monarchy of the hated Bourbons ... The class
struggles grew sharper and sharper. In June
1934, the farm-workers for the first time orga-
nised a general strike, with a participation of
morve than 500.000 people. The general strike
and thearmed October uprising casrried out by
Asturion miners in 1934 was the answer to the
openintegration of representatives of the Fasci-
st reaction into the government...”

Inthe course of the year 1935, nearly allleft-wing and
left-bourgeois groups joined forces toform the Popular
Front and united on a platform with the most urgent
democratic demands. After the electoral victory of the
Popular Front alliance in February 1936, a republican
government dominated by bourgeois and petty-bour-




geois parties was formed - at first without the participa-
tion of the CP of Spain.,

“The workers and peasants pressed the go-
vernment to implement the program of the Po-
pular Front ... But the forces dominating within
the government of the Popular Front refused to
act resolutely against the reactionaries and
Fascists: The army and the state apparatus were
not purged from the reactionary and Fascist
elements, the activity of the monarchist and
Fascistpartieswas notvigorously oppressed. In
this increasingly grave situation, the Fascist
military, as the armedforce of the great landow-
ners, reactionaries and Fascists, began a coun-
terrevolutionary coup against the government
of the Popular Front on July 18, 1936.”

O The beginning of the armed struggle of
the peoples of Spain against the Spanish
Fascists

“But the workers of Spain had learned from
their own experience, not least from the October
days and resorted to the arms. In this, they also
hadthe experiences of the international proleta-
riat, the establishment of the Fascist dictator-
ship in Germany in 1933, the uprising of the
workers of Vienna in 1934 before their eyes.
Workers stormed the arms depots. Atonce, anti-
Fascist militias proliferated under the leading
participation of the CP of Spain, and already in
the first days, 60.000 workers and peasants
were under arms.”

By this, the peoples of Spain thwarted the planned
surprise attack-like assumption of power by the Fascist
counterrevolutionaries. But the Fascist troops supply
stuck in ‘Spanish-Morocco’ which was then under
Spanish colonial occupation was transported to the
mainland by an air-lift organised by the Nazi-Fascists.

“The air-lift was the start of the military
intervention of Nazi Germany and Italy during
which the Nazi-Fascists sent planes, tanks, hea-
vy artillery as well as other war material and
officers, trainers and soldiers. Already in the
first months of the Spanish civil war, 1.650
planes, 1.150 tanks, 2.600 artillery cannons and
8.800 machine guns were delivered by Nazi
Germany. Altogether, German imperialism sent
about 20.000 soldiers of its Nazi-Wehrmacht,
especially the elite troop ‘Legion Condor’ with
a strength of 4.500 men for the bloody oppres-
sion of the fighting peoples of Spain. Italy sent

primarily soldiers (about 100.000), guns and
bombs.”

In a separate section on the military intervention of
Nazi Fascism, itis said (among other aspects):

“The best known example of the German ter-
ror of destruction against the fighting peoples of
Spain is the bombardment of Guernica... For
three hours, the civil population - men, women,
children and the old - was battered with frag-
mentation and incendiary bombs. Within these
three hours, the ‘Legion Condor’ threw 50.000
kg in bombs (produced, among others, by the
IG-Farben), those fleeing were gunned with
machine guns. ... The bombardment of Guerni-
ca, the total destruction of awhole town from the
air for the first time demonstrated the terror of
destruction of Nazi Germany and its army to the
peoples of the world in the clearest manner...”

O Measures and achievements under the
Popular Front government

On the basis of aresolute struggle of broad masses of
the exploited who had armed themselves, the realisati-
onof very important revolutionary-democratic demands
beganunder the Popular Front government, and signi-
ficant achievements were attained: The oppression of
the counterrevolutionaries and reactionaries formed the
basis for measures like democratic rights for the broad
masses of the people, increased wages and labour
protectionlaws, as well as participation of the working
class in the control of production, expropriation of the
large landowners, the church and the counterrevolutio-
naries without compensation, the lifting of the cultural
level, equality of the women before the law and a start
in dealing with the question of national oppression,

“These were the revolutionary-democratic
measures of the Popular Front. Considering
them we have to be clear about the fact that the
organsofpower of the Popular Front, especially
the government, were dominated by bourgeois
and petty-bourgeois parties... The CP of Spain,
relying on the masses of the people, had to wage
a hard struggle against the other parties of the
Popular Front for the realisation of these de-
mands and did not succeed in pushing through
many of its farther-reaching demands. It is an
indisputable fact that the most thorough and
most efficientmeasureswere executed in exactly
those realms where the Communist forces were
strong. Thus the revolutionary-democratic mea-
sures inthe frame of the agrarian revolution and




the creation of a general education were intro-
duced by the Communist ministers for agricul-
ture resp. education.”

In aseparate section, the leaflet extensively deals with
“The participation of the women in the armed libera-
tion struggle.” Additionally, the question of the“Role
of the anarchist forces in the Spanish civil war” is
treated, many of whose forces actively took partin the
anti-Fascist struggle while others among them did harm
to this struggle by theirevilmachinations and sabotaged
it.

O Theinternational significance of the Spa-
nish civil war

“..In Germany, Italy and Japan, Fascist dic-
tatorships had already been erected. The Japa-
nese imperialists tried to smash the Chinese
liberation struggle, Fascist Italy occupied Ethio-
pia and Nazi Germany was about to annex
Austria and Czechoslovakia ... While the Spa-
nish Fascists were openly supported by Germa-
ny, Italy and Portugal, the other capitalist coun-
tries, especially the imperialist bigpowers Fran-
ce, England and the USA behaved a little more
‘cautious.’ On the one hand, the Spanish repu-
blic, defended as it was by the power of arms,
and especially the possibility of a farther-rea-
ching development in the direction of a socialist
revolution was a thorn in their sides. On the
other hand, they had to feign a fictitious neutra-
lity, yielding to the pressure of the protest ac-
tions of the populations of their countries. But
this hypocrisy of ‘non-intervention’ displayedat
the beginning turned more and more into an
open partisanship of the so-called ‘democratic’
governments of these countries for the side of the
Fascist interventionists...”

O The support of the international proleta-
riat

“..The stance of the then socialist Soviet Uni-
onwas unequivocally and clearly on the side of
the fighting peoples of Spain ... Of course, itwas
also of greatimportance that the socialist Soviet
Union supported the peoples of Spain not only
with food, but also with guns and with militarily
educated comrades.

The most eminent example of the solidarity of
the international proletariat in the Spanish.civil

warwere the thousands of fighters from all over
the world, the members of the International
Brigades who, immediately after the Fascist
coup of the generals around Franco, set out to
be on the side of the peoples of Spain, the young
Spanishrepublic withits Popular Front govern-
ment in their struggle against Fascism. Their
fighting morale, their courage and their practi-
sed internationalism were a splendid encoura-
gement for the struggle of the peoples of Spain.
Even if the International Brigades were not of
decisive significance from a military point of
view, their example nevertheless showed that the
internationalproletariat andthe oppressedpeop-
les of the world saw the struggle of the peoples
of Spain as their own struggle...”

The leaflet then announces the compilation of a500-
page Reader with original documents of the CP of
Spain and the Communist International for the study
of the questions and problems of the Spanish civil war.
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“The study of the experiences and lessons of
the Spanish civil war must be a concern for all
comrades today who want to struggle for the
revolution ina really consequent, revolutionary
and proletarian-internationalist manner. The
proletarianinternational solidarity practisedat
that time impressively showed the importance of
the existence of a strong, really Communist
movement in all countries. The implacable
struggle for the building of the Communist Par-
ty, for the overthrow and the smashing of Ger-
man imperialism, for the erection of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat and for Communism
requires, inthe highest measure, just the fighting
determination, the readiness for actionand sacri-
fice that marked the men andwomen who fought
in Spain in these years.”

" R
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As a supplement, the March leaflet contained the following declaration:

® The commando operation of the German
militarists in Albania

The murderous intentions were clear: In calculated

manner, the soldiers ofthe Bun-
deswehr, who do notwant to be
called “murderers,” shot at Al-
banian civilians. Small wonder:
apartfromvarious other aspects,
the heavily armed pirate heli-
copter of the German imperia-
lists, militarists and revanchists
had entered the territory of Al-
bania exactly for the purpose to
make a further step in the ha-
bituation to the preparation of
imperialist assaults against
other countries.

The response ofpress organs
of German imperialism was en-
thusiastic: “German soldiers
shootin Tirana” (FR, 15.3.1997)
and “German soldiers fulfilled
their duties” (BILD, 15.3.1997).
Characteristically, we read in
BILD “For the first time since
World War li, German soldiers

were dragged into & gun-fight... This time, in Alba-

15.3.1997,p.1and 2).

This mendacious propaganda has system and tradi-
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nia...." Inthe style of the “Vélkischer Beobachter,” the

article further saysthat "The Germans [were] attacked
by Albanian rebels. The Bundeswehr soldiers shot
back with sharp ammunition. That is a historical
incision in the life of reunified Germany.” (BILD,

wissenschaftlichen

wird die Revolution {|

tion: “To shootback”instead ofto invade belongs tothe

habitual linguistic usage of the
German imperialists.

Foreign minister Kinkel is
‘proud of our soldiers,” social
democrat Scharping (SPD)
‘thanked the soldiers who took
part for their action,” all parlia-
mentary parties in the Bundes-
tag had been informed about
the secret action beforehand!
“A formal cabinet decision and
a Bundestag resolution are to
be made up for,” the “Frankfur-
ter Rundschau” reports. War
mission is war mission, even
parliamentary “formalities” and
‘rule of law” and whatever the
hypocritical slogans maybe are
treated without hesitation as
garbage.

| Fight the preparation of
an imperialist interventi-

on against the Albanian rebelsi

In Albania, there exist the classic features of a
revolutionary situation: those “on top” cannot go on
anymore, those “at the bottom” don't want to go on
anymore! Against the revolutionary development, or




more exactly perhaps, against a possibie profound
revolutionary development in Albania, the general
staiffs of the imperialists are planning an intervention in
Albania. The primary goals are the “disarming of the
population,” the suppression of all forms of rebellion
and imperialist control over the country.

Fortactical reasons there is still discussion whether
anintervention should be undertaken by ltaly, Greece,
the USA, orratherby Germany, or all of them together,
or whether there Is yet another option by sciaping
together counterrevolutionary military forces in Alba-
nia itself with the help of an imperialist “counselling
troop” in order to let them restore ‘law and order” for the
imperialists.

B On the assessment of the situation in
Albania

Large parts of the Albanian civil population have
armedthemselves. The hitherto existing totally corrupt
Quisling’s state apparatus at the mercy of the imperia-
list has for the most part broken down, the rebels have
- in part with the open help of soldiers - stormed arms
depots and barracks and are keeping the more rural
areas, and to a certain extent also the cities of the
South and even parts of Tirana under their control.

The causes and reasons for this uprising that is
organised in a relatively professional manner and
reaches broad masses of the population lie, at first
sight, in the extreme plundering of the working peaple
by fraudulent financial business operations of an un-
precedented scale. Behind this is the fact that the
majority ofthe Albanian population generally has feltin
its own experience what capitalism and subordination
to imperialist control really mean, and has begun the
struggle against both.

Ajournalist reports thatcommittees constitute them-
selves on the basis of popular meetings (taz, 15/
16.3.1997); it is perceptible and - without euphoric
exaggerations - probable that the tradition of the
Albanian revolution against Nazi fascism and for the
dictatorship of the proletariat is not and cannot remain
without any influence on leading forces of the armed
uprising.

On the background history

The Albanian people took the history of Albania in its
own hands for the first time during the armed struggle
against the ltalian Fascists and later the German
Nazis. The Nazi-Fascists invaded Albania from mid
1943 with altogether 70.000 soldiers and submitted

the country right from the start to a wave of Naziterror,
the murder of all inhabitants of the village Borova in
July 1943 being only one example.

Led by the Communist Party, the national liberation
movement of Aibania fought shoulder to shoulder with
all forces of the Anti-Hitler Coalition. During the years
after the victory over Nazi fascism andthe conquest of
the independence of the country, the working class of
Albania decided not to take the road of Titoist submis-
sion to the billion-dollar credits of US imperialism but
to gain, by fighting on, the dictatorship ofthe proletariat
and to build socialism, side by side with the socialist
Soviet Union and peoples’ democracies. In an enor-
mous struggle, socialist Albania created a socialist
industry and agriculture, a modern social system,
fought feudal traditions with a large measure of suc-
cess, overcame hunger and flliteracy - isolated and
embattled by its imperialist-revisionist environment.

The Communist Party in Albania courageously fou-
ght shoulder to shoulder with the CP of China against
the revisionist treachery of the Soviet Union of Khrus-
hchev and Breshnev.

Under the imperialist pressure and because of own
mistakes, a few years after in China, too, the country
hadchangedits colour afterthe death ofMao Tse-tung
in 1976, Albania became a revisionist country.

The revisionist WPA under Ramiz Alia handed the
country to the imperialists without struggle; nationalist
bluster instead of clear warnings of the extent of the
dangers, nationalism instead of scientific Communist
analysis during the last years under Enver Hoxha had
failed to create a consciousness about the dangers of
an imperialist take-over of the country and had served
as a veil before the danger instead.’

The population of Albania seemed very demorali-
sed in the face of the gigantic promises and real
imperialist investments of considerable size and gave
the lie, during the last 10to 15 years, to all superlatives
about "the inextinguishable fire of the revolution in the
hearts of the Albanian people.”

But perhaps the imperialists have yet rejoiced too
early, perhaps appearances are nevertheless more

* “Gegendie Stromung” has criicised in fourissues Enver
Hoxha’s positions in his book “tmperialism and Revolution”
that appeared 1980 and has concluded as résurné that
revisionist positions on fundamental questions of revolution
are advocated in the book. On this, see GDS No 18,
September 1980, GDS No 22, Mai 1981, GDS No 29,
February 1982, GDS No 33, May 1984.

Fa



deceptivethanthe imperialistwould like to see. Forthe
revolutionary forces inthe whole world wholeheartedly
hopethatthe rebellion in Albania willtake a successtul,
truly socialist road against all odds and setbacks, that
revolutionary and Communist forces will clear-sigh-
tedly fan the struggle against the imperialist world
system, that the rebellion in Aibania will lead to a
renewed socialist development.

W%

In January, the leaflet appeared:

* Our solidarity is with the revolutionary
forces in Albanial

7 Our siruggle must be directed against
the renewed aggression of German impe-
rialism and of all other imperialists!

Frankfuri/Main, 17.3.1997

“Since several years, tens of thousands of
people come to Berlin to remember the murder
of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht ...
Every year, the reactionary state apparatus of
German imperialism arrays an enormous body
of police and uses its official brawler troops, its
SEK units especially against the honest, anti-
Fascist forces...

But as every year, this time, too, many impe-
rialist, anti-Communist and revisionist elements
denying, distorting and falsifying the cause of
these two revolutionaries were mobilised sup-
posedly as “those who continue” the work of
Rosa and Karl and used the opportunity to
preach pacifism, reformism and opportunism.
To defend the Communist heritage here and now
and to fight for the armed proletarian revoluti-
on, for the dictatorship of the proletariat and a
really revolutionary Communist Party means to
declare war on all hypocrites and flatterers of
Rosa and Karl by propagating first of all the
centrallessons of theirwork and struggle for the
proletarian revolution.”

The following cornerstones of the Communist work
and struggle of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht
are worked out and elaborated in the leaflet; Karl and
Rosa stand

e for revolutionary civil war, for the revolu-
tionary dictatorship of the proletariat and
the building of socialism,

e for proletarian internationalism and

struggle against this dreadful German chau-
vinism,

e for an implacable struggle against oppor-
tunism and reformism,

e for the creation of a truly revolutionary
Communist Parly.

In a separate section “Rosa Luxemburg and Karl
Liebknecht against the stinking reformism and na-
tionalism of the PDS!”,the revisionist PDS thattoday
occupies an evil vanguard role in the falsification of the
work and struggle of Rosa and Karl is aimed at. In its
conclusion, the leaflet summarises the following ap-
proach to the work of Rosa and Karl;

“We defend them, we are in solidarity with
them, we declare ourselves for their revolutio-
nary work and struggle for the continuation of
this work that was so disgracefully betrayed by
the revisionists. That is the main thing. On this
basis, we evaluate the whole positive and nega-
tive heritage of Rosa and Karland the revolutio-
nary KPD and criticise in the spirit of solidarity
what seems wrong to us. The important thing is
10 build a revolutionary Communist Party today
in the revolutionary tradition of the KPD, the
revolutionary tradition of Rosa Luxemburg and
KarlLiebknecht in order to continue the sirugg-
le for the destruction of German imperialism, in
order to make our contribution in the struggie
Jor world Communism shoulder to shoulder
with the working class of all countries.”




“In February, the leaflet appeared:

“There has been a growth of Nazi actions,
assaults and publications for years by now. The
bourgeois media of this country are more or less
in accord that what we have here is a number,
supposedly difficult to survey, of small groups,
some cranks so to speak - just as, allegedly, ‘in
every country’. But even a very rough inventory
yields a totally different picture; a dangerous
picture that shows that the Nazis are as always
underrated. A picture that shows that political
education and enlightenment and militant ac-
tions against Nazi activities are indispensable.
But the main point here is the concrete unmas-
king of the connections and the stance of this
state apparatus to resp. towards the Nazis, in
order to reveal in a principled and fundamental
manner that Nazism must be destroyed together
with its roots, that Nazism is primarily rooted in
the system of capitalism.”

The leaflet goes on to show with an abundance of facts

The March leaflet carried the title:

the personal, organisational, military, political and ideo-
logical relationship of the Nazis with the state apparatus
of German imiperialism. In conclusion, the following is
said about the significance, about the combination of
the democratic anti-Nazi struggle with the long-term
tasks of the preparation and execution of the socialist
revolution as well as of the building of the party:

“What is at hand is the way our struggle
against the Nazis must be led, that it must not be
led instead of other necessary struggle but as a
part of an unitary struggle against German
imperialism and against all its sections ... To
destroy Nazi fascism in all its forms together
with its roots means to destroy the imperialist
system, to destroy capitalism. The struggle
against Nazism must be integrated into and
subordinated to the struggle for the preparation
and execution of the socialist revolution for the
overthrow of this social order.”

The introduction of the leaflet read:

“For several days, tens of thousands of miners
fought with manifold actions against the threa-
tening shutdowns and the announced eliminati-
on of tens of thousands of jobs in coal mining.
During this struggle of the miners, two things
came to light:

First, it became apparent that success in con-
trolling the anger, the determination and the
struggle of the workers is not guaranteed. It
became clear how much force the working class
and its struggle actually have if theworkers fight
without and against the big and small deceivers
of the workers. Second, it could not be overloo-
ked how great the influence of the cursed social
democracy, the union bosses and also of revisio-
nist forces within the most militant parts of the
working class is, how relatively quick a magni-

~ ficently developing worker’s movement can be
stopped-and driven into demoralisation. Demo-
ralise, demoralise, and demoralise once more -
that was and is the task of the deceivers of the
workers at the top of the unions. The phony
‘worker’s friends’ support the struggle, hypo-
critically laud it, just to stifle it the very next
moment. And our conclusion from all this? We
have to concentrate on the working class with
all our forces, to maximally support its just
struggles, to create a far-reaching network
among the progressive forces within the enter-
prises. We have to systematically build the Com-
munist Party within the large enterprises as the
main fortresses of capitalist exploitation in or-
der to be able to fight and defear as far as
possible the bourgeois ideology within the wor-
king class, in order to become the leading force
in the struggle of the working class against
capital, against capitalism...”

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantwortlicher Redaltteur: A, Odenthal, Veririeb fir Internationate Literatur; Brunhildstr. 5, 10829 Betlin
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In April/May, the leaflet appeared:

»On March 18, a supra-regional campaign
dayfor the support of revolutionary and demo-
cratic prisoners was organised by various in-
itiatives and organisations for the fifth time. The
campaignday consciously referredto the inter-
nationalist practise of the Red Aid of Germany
(Rote Hilfe Deutschlands - RHD) founded by
the KPD of Ernst Thdlmann which, following
the decision of the International Red Aid (Inter-
nationale Rote Hilfe IRH), carried out annual
March 18solidarity actions for the revolutiona-
ry proletarian prisoners since 1923. We also
believeitis correctas well as an urgent neces-
sityto organise the solidarity with the prisoners
of revolutionary and democratic movements on
aninternational scale, also and especially in the
prisons of German imperialism.

As a Communistforce, we must however em-
Phasise that itis by no means sufficient to refer
to the anniversaries of the Communist move-
mentin justa symbolic manner without having
areal knowledge and areal grasp of the revo-
lutionary content and practice of this move-
ment. The remarkable prison- and solidarity
workofthe IRH and the RHD under the guidan-
ce of the Communist International during the
times of Lenin and Stalin, during the times of the
Socialist Soviet Union must be defended and
evaluatedin critical solidaritynot only against
all imperialist slanders, but also against all
simplifications of ex-Communist, opportunist
Jforces, inorder to learn maximally from these
experiences for our tasks today. Every serious
leftist political movement and organisation has

tobe measured by its stance towards the revolu-
tionary and democratic political prisoners! The
solidarity with the fighting democratic andrevo-
lutionary prisoners is ayardstick for the maturi-
ty of the revolutionary movement of every coun-
try.

Based on historical examples, the leaflet goes onto
show that the necessity of the support for prisoners is
espectally obvious since the beginning of the struggle
against capitalist exploitation. In the face of the
world-wideintensification of whiteterrorin the epoch
of imperialism and the proletarian revolution, the
Cominunist International deemed it urgently neces-
sary at its fourth congress in 1922 to found an Inter-

“national Red Aid (IRH). All Communist Parties were

asked to build organisations for the support of the
revolutionary and democratic prisoners in their coun-
tries. The central aims of the Red Aid consisted in
providing material, moral and legal support for the
imprisoned fighters in the class war, the fighters of
the revolutionary national liberation struggles against
imperialism as well as other persecuted revolutiona-
ries and their relatives, to win the struggle for their
freedom and to push through and safeguard a demo-
cratic asylum law. The leaflet then outlines a few
concrete examples of the impressive work of the Red
Aid Organisations. The leaflet further says:

“Decisive in all this was that the Red Aid
succeededinnotloosing track of its actual goals,
that it used all its possibilities to exercise its
indispensable function inthe front of proletari-
anclass struggle, namely, to facilitate, within the
various partial struggles, democratic movements




and battles, the achievement ofthe hegemony of
the proletariatinthe preparation and execution
of the proletarian revolution, which can only be
realised throughthe leading role of the Commu-
nist Party...

O On the situation and the struggle of the
democratic and revolutionary prisoners to-
day: world-wide ... and in Germany

. Hundreds of thousands of revolutionary and
democratic prisoners are presently incarcera-
tedin the prisons of the imperialists and reactio-
naries. The numbers of the fighters who had to
go through the prisons all over the world since
1945 is in the millions. Especially in places
where the class struggle is intensifying, terror,
abuse, humiliations, infringements, systematic
beatings, torture by jailers and tormentors and
even murder are the order of the day. The
,,white class terror* against the revolutionary
and democratic prisoners has not stopped since
the founding of the International Red Aid in
the 20ies; it still continues.“

But contrary to the situation in the 20s, powerful
organisations of proletarian internationalist solidari-
ty are sorely lacking today. The leaflet then describes
several outstanding struggles of revolutionary, anti-
imperialist and democratic prisoners world-wide and
in Germany. On the significance of the knowledge
about the situation of the prisoners and the support of
their struggles, the leaflet then says:

., Forone thing, we can and must tear down the
hypocritical faked democratic mask from the
murderous face of German imperialism by a
systematic exposure of the situation in the pri-
sons. On the other hand, the progressive, let
alone the revolutionary parts of the working
class cannotreally developwithout supporting
the just struggles of the prisoners with the war -
mest sympathy or without real solidarity with
thefighting prisoners.

The leaflet then goes on to show several possibili-
ties for breaking the isolation of the revolutionary
and democratic prisoners and for the support of their
just struggles.

» Therefore, itis extraordinarily important to
incorporate the prisonersinto the political-ideo-
logical debate, toinitiate arevolutionary debate

about the basic questions of the revolution bet-
ween those ,,within“ and those , outside, to
learnfrom eachother inthis debate, in order to
solve the central questions of the proletarian
revolution. Such asolidarity doesnot, however,
mean an uncritical support of wrong ideas on
the part of the struggling prisoners but, on the
contrary, includes a critique in the spirit of
solidarity.

In a special section with the title ,,Contribution to
the debate about the slogan ‘Freedom for all demo-
cratic and revolutionary prisoners!’“, the leaflet
deals with the problem of the notion ,,political priso-
ners which is unproblematic only where the prevai-
ling situation makes it unambiguously clear that only
the fate of democratic and revolutionary prisoners is
at stake. But in all cases - whatever the reasons -
where there are also reactionary or fascist, that s, also
»political“ prisoners in detention, a more differentia-
ted solution becomes necessary.

Q The struggle for the suppori of the demo-
cratic and revolutionary prisoners and the
struggle for Communism

Finally, the leaflet also deals with a problem arising
with various forces that often do very useful work in
the practical support of prisoners, namely, that the
notion of ,,political oppression” is determined in an
extremely vague and wrong manner. A stance against
,»oppression of every stripe,* that is, against all pri-
sons, hence also against the necessary political sup-
pression and detention of the reactionaries, the for-
mer exploiters and counterrevolutionaries under the
dictatorship of the proletariat is often presented as
the truly radical and consistent attitude

» The question of the political prisoners has
always been a focus of the struggle between
proletarian and bourgeois ideology and poli-
tics. The terror of the ruling classes is accompa-
nied by a greatshow of hypocrisy about ,, huma-
nitarianism " directed directly against the revo-
lutionary struggle againstimperialism. Whatis
important here is to be clear about a decisive
point, namely, that not ,, political oppression*
as such is a bad thing but that everything de-
pends onwho oppresses whom!...*

*»



The June-leaflet carried the title:

"Debates about the alleged financial difficulties
of the state and empty slogans about ‘budget
spending cuts’ (the real meaning is the dismant-
ling of social rights won in hard struggles!!) are
now being introduced into the public sphere on a
daily basis. The union bosses loudly proclaim that
we must not destroy ,our state by excessive
saving. At the same time, the military- and police
apparatus of the state (its primary function) is
actually being strengthened. Further there is hea-
ted debate - at least apparent debate - in realms
where only subsidiary functions of the state are
concerned, There is aterrible confusion about the
question ‘What is the state?’ and about the
Junctions a state should fulfil, supposedly ‘in
general,’ but actually in this social system, that is,
under capitalism. Fortunately there exists a work
that helps to lay a foundation for the acquisition
of clarity in all these questions; a work that
analyses the question of the state, clarifies it and
shows a perspective: “The State and Revolution *
by V.I Lenin.

The question of the state is one of the most complicated
anddifficult questions which has been totally confused by
thebourgeois jurists, notleast because, as Lenin says, this
questions is extremely and sensitively important to the
interests of the ruling classes:

»The doctrine of the state serves o justify social
privilege, the existence of exploitation, the exist-
ence of capitalism.., "

(Lenin, ,,The State,“ A lecture delivered at the Sverdlov
University, 1919, Works, vol. 29, p. 472)

To this generally valid statement of Lenin about the
question of the state, we have to add the peculiarities of
Germany that have deep roots in the nonrevolutionary
history of Germany, beginning even long before Nazi-
Fascism. Already Frederick Engels stated in his introduc-
tion to Marx’s work ,,The Civil War in France* that

e Germany particularly, the superstitious
beliefin the state has passed fom philosophy into
the general consciousness of the bourgeoisie and

even of many workers... "

(Engels, ,,Preface to Marx’s ‘The Civil War in France,
1891, cited by Lenin in ,, The State and Revolution,“ Works,
vol. 25, p. 458)

In his August 1917 preface to ,,The State and Revolu-

tion* Lenin writes on the importance of clarity about the
question of the state:

»The struggle to free the working people from
the influence of the bourgeoisie in general, and of
the imperialist bourgeoisie in particular, is im-
possible without a struggle against opportunistic

prejudices concerning the ‘state’,
(Lenin, ,, The State and Revolution®, 1917, Works, vol. 25,
p.388)

Based on Lenin’s work, the leaflet elaborates the follo-
wing core ideas:

O The state is a product of the irreconcila-
bility of the class antagonisms

The question about the origin of the state is actually a
really important question. For in the answer to this
question we can already clearly see when, and under
which circumstances the state is going to wither away:

» The state is a product and a manifestation of
the irreconcilability of class antagonisms. The
state arises where, when and insofar as class
antagonisms objectively cannot be reconciled,
And, conversely, the existence of the state proves
that the class antagonisms are irreconcilable, “
(Ibid., p. 392)

O The bourgeois state - instrument for the
oppression of the proletariat and for impe-
rialist war

»Imperialism ... has clearly shown an extraor-
dinary strengthening of the ‘state machine’, and
an unprecedented growth in its bureaucratic and
military apparatus in connection with the intensi-
Jication of repressive messures against the prole-
tariat bothe in the monarquical and in the freest,
republican countries.

(Ibid. p.415)

Especially against this background, we must clearly see
that the opportunists as agents of the bourgeoisie in the
labour movement extenuate and defend the bourgeois
states, including their war policies:

» The distortion and hushing up of the question
of the relation of the proletarian revolution to the




state could not but play an immense role at a time
when the states, which possess a military appara-
tus expanded as a consequence of imperialist
rivalry, have become military monsters which are
exterminating millions of people in order to settle
the issue as to whether Britain or Germany -this or
that financial capital - is to rule the world.
(Ibid. p. 495)

Despite the fact that the bourgeois state in all of its
forms remains by ifs nature an oppressive apparatus of
the bourgeoisie against the proletariat, the form of this
oppression cannot leave the proletariat indifferent.

»A wider, freer and more open form of the
class struggle and of class oppression vastly
assists the proletariat in its struggle for the

abolition of classes in general. *
(Ibid. p.459)

But this requires from the Communist Party an un-
conditional and determined struggle against refor-
mism and legalism, against all forms of demagoguery
and illusion about any possibility to ,,break the power*
of capital within the frame of bourgeois democracy.

O The necessity of the destruction of the
bourgeois state apparatus in the violent
revolution

. If the state is the product of the irreconcila-
bility of class antagonisms .... it is clear that
the liberation of the oppressed classes is im-
possible not only without a violent revolution,
but also without destruction of the apparatus
of state power which was created by the ruling
class...

(Ibid. p.393)

“The necessity of systematic imbuing the
masses with this and precisely this view of
violent revolution lies at the root of the entire

theory of Marx and Engels.”
(Ibid., p. 405)

O Only he or she is a Marxist who recogni-
zes the dictatorship of the proletariat!

,Only he is a Marxist who extends the re-
cognition of the class struggle to the recogni-
tion of the dictatorship of the proletariat. This
is what constitutes the most profound di-
stinction between the Marxist and the ordina-
ry petty (as well as big) bourgeois. This is the
touchstone on which the real understanding

and recognition of Marxism should be tested. «
(Ibid. p. 417)

Indealing in some detail with the essential differences
between the proletarian and the bourgeois state, the
leaflet makes clear that the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat is a period of intensifying class struggles until

_Communism:

., In reality, this period inevitably is a period
of unprecedentedly violent class struggle in
unprecedentedly acute forms, and, consequent-
ly, during this period the state must inevitably
be a state that is democratic in a new way (for
the proletariat and the propertyless in gene-
ral) and dictatorial in a new way (against the
bourgeoisie). "

(Ibid., p. 417)

After the section ,,The precondition for the com-
plete withering away of the state is the complete
achievement of Communism*, dealing with the ma-
ximal strengthening of the dictatorship of the proletariat
as the precondition for the withering away of the state,
the leaflet concludes with the following remarks:

we. ‘The State and Revolution’ has to be
studied and taught thoroughly to educate and
steel our own ranks, the Communists, against
all forms of opportunism and for the irrecon-
cible struggle for the destruction of the state of
German imperialism, for the civil war against
the bourgeoisie and all reactionaries for the
erection of the dictatorship of the proletari-
at."

The leaflet contained a special excerpt from ,,Rot

" Front - Journal for Scientific Communism* with

the theses of Rot Front no 4 of July 1997 concerning
Communist theory, Communist cadres and Com-
munist organisation, explicated in much more detail
in extensive lecture essays in the journal itself,

\
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Koblenzer Str. 4, 60327 Frankfurt/M.
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In July, the leaflet appeared:

“After arson attacks on refugee homes and
synagogues, the Nazis have taken fto set fire to
Protestant and Catholic church buildings. Tho-
se communities where refugees are being pro-
tected by activists of antiracist and “church
asylum” groups against deportation are now
being subjected not only to pressure from the
state through the police and the judicial autho-
rities, but also by massive terror of the Nazi

gangs.

The arsonist attack of May 25, 1997 that
destroyed the Catholic St, Vicelin church in
Lubeck nearly completelywas part of a series of
five other Nazi assaults on church facilities in
Northern Germany within a period of only five
weeks. Apart from swastika smearings, scribb-
led on the wall was the name of the Protestant
priest, whose parish St. Mary has been giving

“church asylum” for several weeks to protect
an Algerian familiy from the threat of terror,
Sfrom torture and murder. In connection with a
further arson attack on June 28th, 1997, swasti-
kas together with assassination threats - “Ha-
rig, we’re gonna get you” - were scribbled on a
building of the Protestant parish St. August and
on the wall of the church of St. Mary.

It shows more and more clearly - quite inde-
pendently from our Communist basic stance
towards religion as “opium of the people and
Jfor the people” and quite independently from
our clear evaluation of the two big state churches
and their reactionary apparatus - that the soli-
darity of revolutionary, Communist forces with
allforces, among them forceswithreligious and
humanist motives, who see -themselves faced
with the terror of this state and of the Nazis is an

urgently necessary andindispensable step inthe
struggle for democratic rights.”

The leafletthen elaborates the following main points:

O The systematic Nazi terror, the arsonist
and murder assaults supply the cues for the
measures of the state

O The Nazi terror is covered up, minimised,
and even supported by the German state
apparatus

O The state of the German imperialists is a
main actor and prepares the fertile so:l for
the Nazi terror

O Solidarity with refugees threatened by
deportation is an act of disobedience against
German love of authority

O Governmental criminalization of solidari-
ty actions for refugees and police actions
against “church asylum” initiatives

A separate section carries the title “The Catholic and
Protestant churches in Germany stands right up to
the neck in the blood of the historical crimes of the
Christian siate church.” Among other things, the
following s said:

“Today’s Catholic and Protestant Christian
churches are in the blood-drenched tradition of
_.the Christian state church. Mass murder of so-
, callea’ “heathens” during the crusades, colonia-
lism and Christian missionarism as an instru-
ment of murder, for example in the eradication
of the indigenous population in Central- and




South America, millions of murders of the so-
 called “witches,” inlarge partwomenwho were
supposed to be “in leaguewith the devil” in the
Christian world view, murder of the Jewish
population for nearly thousand years by Euro-
pean Christendom - these are among the most
brutal crimes of mass murder by the Christian
state church from antiquity to our times ... The
monstrous Nazi crimes, the genocide of 6 mil-
lion Jews, of more than 500.000 Cinti and Roma
people, the riminal Naziwar against the peoples
of Europe were all committed with the tolerati-
.on, participation and even energetic support of
the two big Christian churches...”

In an additional box, the stance of the Communist
Party towards religion is explained:

“If we declare our solidarity even with reli-
giously motivated supporters of refugees, we do
notatallwantto conceal the basic opinion of the
Communists towards religion and the church.

Even if, as in the case of the “church asylum,”
democratic initiatives receive supportfrompar-
ticular parishes or priests, this must not deceive
us about the on the whole reactionary role of
religion and the churches. Now as ever, the
formulation of Lenin is valid:

“Religion is the opium of the people - this
dictum by Marx is the corner-stone of the whole
Marxist outlook on religion. Marxism has al-
ways regarded all modern religions and
churches, and each and every religious organi-
sation, as instruments of bourgeois reaction
that serve to defend exploitation and to befuddle

the working class.”
(Lenin, “The attitude of the Worker’s Party to Religion,”
1909, Collected Works, vol. 15, p.403, Moscow 1963)

The leaflet contains aposter against the acquittalof a
policeman who, three years ago, shot the then sixteen-
year-old Halim Dener to death by a shot in the back
while the young man was gluing posters for the Kurdish
liberation struggle.

v Y% i
The August/September leaflet carried the title:

“...With a big media onslaught, the parties,
representatives and propagandists of German
imperialism have beenusing for the last months,
in connection with the Maastricht Il treaty and
centring on the Euro, the project of “Europe”

-for the cover-up or even the more or less open
Justification of the domination plans of German
imperialism, militarism and revanchism. This
approach has a bloody tradition - from World
War I to the Nazi war and up to today. Without
the unmasking of the ideological manoeuvres of
German imperialism, a truly successful strugg-
le against the European plans of German impe-
rialism is not even thinkable.”

The factis: The EU is a temporary agreement of the
European imperialists against theirimperialist compe-
titors, the USA and Japan. At the same time, it is the
defining framework for the struggle of the imperialist
European powers among themselves.

“In every country of the EU, the project of

- “Europe” ... is also used to blame the other
European imperialists and the EU for the inten-
stfication of the exploitation and oppression of
the “own” people or peoples of the respective
masters, aswell asfor the intensification of their
“own” nationalism. But the project of “Euro-
pe” is also and especially a means to intensify
the exploitation and oppression of the peoples of
the countries dependent on imperialism, aprac-
tise that is justified especially with the help of
European chawvinism, a chauvinism that ex-
presses itself especially in the superiority com-
plex in connection with the peoples in the coun-
tries dependent on imperialism that has been
fanned by all imperialists of Europe for centu-
ries.”

O The project “United Europe” means in-
tensified exploitation and oppression of
the peoples of the countries dependent on
imperialism!
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“German imperialism belongs to the biggest
industrial powers in the world. It uses this
strength, also with the help and the cover of the
EU, fortheworld-wide exploitation andfinanci-
al enslavement of the peoples, especially and
also the peoples of the countries dependent on
imperialism.

The export of capital is one of the most im-
portant means of the imperialist powers for the
realisation of maximalprofits by the plundering
especially of the oppressed peoples ... A further
central means of the imperialist powers for the
plundering of the peoples of the world is the
export of goods. Today, German imperialism,
fogether with its main competitor, US-imperia-
lism, is the leading exporting power, a fact that
also enables it to bring other countries into
economic dependency and to intensify further
and further the exploitation of the peoples of
these countries.

Inorderto safeguarditsimperialist spheres of
influence and its extra profits in the countries
dependent on imperialism, German imperia-
lismmakes use ofawhole arsenal ofindirect and
direct political and military oppression.

From the financing of “fifth columns” or
Jascist regimes, from arms deliveries, for ex-
ample to Turkey or Indonesia, to the training
and aid in the building of police- and military
apparatuses of reactionary countries on all con-
finents, to the direct action of the Bundeswehr,
Jor example in Somalia or former Yugoslavia,
under the command of the West European Uni-
on or the NATO or on its own, depending on
what is most useful for it - German imperialism
has never shrunk back from war, murder and
torture whenever safeguarding its profits was at
stake.”

O The project “United Europe” means in-
tensified exploitation for the European peop-
les!

Ifyoulookbehind the facade of the catchwords on the
“harmonising” and “levelling of the common market,”
it becomes clear that German imperialism is after the
creation of “better” conditions for exploitation and
oppression in Germany and the other European coun-
tries: wage reduction, reduction of social benefits,
reduction of the yet remaining democratic basis rights,
insulation of Europe against refugees from dependent
countries: ‘

“These are only a few of the most serious
developments towards the worsening and ag-
gravation of the situation. They mean a frontal
attack on the economic, social and legal condi-
tions of the working people, the refugees and
democratic movements not only in Germany,
but also in the other countries of Europe.”

O Germanimperialism uses the project “Eu-
rope” for the further extension of its positi-
on of dominance against its imperialist com-
petitors!

“German imperialism is one of the strongest
imperialist big powers, an especially aggressi-
ve, imperialist big power that sparked World
War I and has committed world-historically
unique crimes of genocide in World War I1, it is
an international exploiter and oppressor. For
German imperialism, the “European Union”,
the creation of a European common market, the
German Mark as leading currency in Europe,
the introduction of the Euro, the dominant posi-
tionof the German Federal Bankwhich domina-
tes the European currency system with or wit-
hout the Euro because of the economic strength
of German imperialism, are all means to enhan-
ce its ability for carrying out its world-wide
imperialist policy of expansion even better.”

O The European plans of German imperia-
lism mean imperialist warf

In discussions about the evaluation of the European
plans of German imperialism, one often hits on the
dangerous illusion that the “danger of war” will dimi-
nish with a “United Europe.” Lenin has already de-
stroyed this totally wrong thesis in his work “On the
slogan of the United States of Europe” written in 1915:

“Under capitalism the smooth economic
growth of individual enterprises or individual
states is umpossible. Under capitalism, there
are no other means of restoring the periodical-
ly disturbed equilibrium than crises in indu-

siry and wars in politics.”
(Lenin, “On the Slogan of the United States of Europe,”
1915, Collected Works, vol. 21, p.341, Moscow 1964)

The leaflet further says:

“German imperialism is and remains, whe-
ther or not it enters one or another imperialist
alliance against the world-wide revolutionary
struggles or against certain imperialist compe-




titorswithin the NATO orthe Western European
Union or the EU, an source of war in its own
right carrying out, with or against the other
imperialists, direct and openwar actions withits
Bundeswehr even today, like e.g. in former Yu-
goslavia, preparing local rapaciouswars against
otherimperialistpowers andfeverishly working
at the planning and preparation of an imperia-
list war for the new partition of the spheres of
influence among the imperialist big powers.”

O Variants of German chauvinism

The strategists of German imperialismknow exactly
that asingle trick, a single kind of demagoguery won’t
be enough for the ideological treatment of the popula-
tion. German imperialism has at its disposal various
propaganda sections with appeal todifferent parts of the
population, deceiving themeach in adifferent way. For
one thing, there is the German-nationalistic variant in
the “Euro debate”, the reference to “Brussels” or the
“sell-out of German interests” when it comes to ju-
stifying the worsening of the social conditions of the
working people in Germany. On the other hand, we
have the German-European variant of the defenders of
a“We-are-Europe” stance that apparently draws aline
between itself and German chauvinism, in order to
create sympathies within the parts of the population
emotionally oriented against the Nazis, and alsototryto
“disprove” on an international level the justified mi-
strust of the other peoples against a Europe under the
leadership of German imperialism. These two varieties
of German chauvinism differ in form and timing, in

 “When this manoeuvre is used by that section
or the other manoeuvre is used by another
section - in consonance with their role distribu-
tion, that is. The propagandists of German im-
perialism offer both positions according to a
careful calculus, often using even both manoeu-
vres combined, with bothvarieties blending into
each other. In the competitive struggle with,
e.g., the Frenchimperialists, the German-chau-
vinistvariant canmove into the foreground even
tomorrow, accompanied by musings about the
‘solo attempt of Germany,” the ‘special road of
Germany’ against ‘Brussels,” only in order to
reshuffle the ‘German-European variant’ into
the foregroundthe very next day - wholly depen-
dent on the interests and necessities of the goals
of German imperialism...”

O Forproletarian internationalism! Workers
of all countries, unite!

“This deeply internationalist principle of the
worker’s movement is by no means valid only or
even especially in Europe. This hias to be stres-
sed, if one takes into consideration various
forces thinking of themselves as leftist which
have adopted the formula “First Europe, then
the rest of the world” in their own special way.
... Intheface of this multifaceted challenges, the
answer and the perspective of the Communist
forces, the worker’s movement in Germany can
only be: Intensified class struggle, not under
German slogans, not “unification of Europe,”
but consciously against all varieties of nationa-
lism and chauvinism, shoulder to shouldertothe
workers of all countries against the intensified
exploitation and oppression, against imperia-
listwar.”

As asupplement, the leaflet contained an extract from
“Rot Front - Zeitschrift fiir wissenschaftlichen Kom-
munismus’’ (Red Front - Journal for Scientific Com-
munism) with an elaboration on “Three basic aspects
of proletarian internationalism: For the world-wide
goals of Communism, against European and Ger-
man chauvinism” which states in a clear manner that
the struggle against European chauvinismis a struggle
front in its own right, even if the struggle against
German chauvinism has primary importance in many

respects.
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In 0ctober/N‘ovember, the 16-page-leaflet appeared:

“Rightinthe middle of the world-wide dispute
over the ‘peaceful’ or ‘non-peaceful’ road of
the revolution, Che Guevara - who had had at
firstabig share inthe preparationofthe Cuban
revolution and had then been minister of indu-
stry after the overthrow of the Batista regime -
decided, in the spirit of the proletarian revo-
lution, to take part in the preparation an
execution of armed struggle against imperia-
lism and domestic reaction in other countries,
starting in Bolivia in 1966. In this struggle, he
was murdered on the 9th October 1967. For
all forces honestly engaged in struggle, his
name stands for the decision to take part in the
armed struggle of the peoples of the world
against imperialism.

But his lacking, or at least not unequivocal,
stance towards the revisionist, counterrevolu-
tionary XX. Party Congress of the CPSU also
enables, especially after Guevara’s death,
hypocritical, revisionist forces to stabilise
conciliatory positions, to put limits on the
practical and theoretical struggle against mo-
dern revisionism or to slander such a struggle
as ‘splitting.” An analysis of his work in the
spirit of solidarity as well as of criticism has to
be started in a dialogue with the Communist
forces all over the world.”

Under the headline “Che Guevara’s theoretical
and practical stance towards armed struggle,” the
leaflet first stresses that in his work “Guerrilla War-
fare” of 1960, Che rendered a valuable contribution
for the revolutionaries and Communists of all coun-
tries with his theoretical evaluation of the experi-

ences of the struggle of partisan warfare in Cuba. This
section of the leaflet elaborates Che Guevara’s revo-
lutionary stance, according to which thearmed strugg-
le for the destruction of the reactionary army and
the whole reactionary superstructure of the old
society, for the annihilation of imperialism, is an
indispensable necessity. The article then further ela-
borates that the preparation of the partisan warfare
in Bolivia in 1966/67 was the practical answer of
Che Guevara to the Khrushchev-Brezhney revisio-
nists and their “peaceful road” to socialism.

In a separate section under the title “On Che
Guevara’s problematic or wrong positions in the
debate about the possibility of a ‘peaceful road to
socialism,’” several passages of the writings of Che
Guevara (among them “Cuba - Historical Exception
or Vanguard in the Struggle Against Imperialism” of
1961 and “Tactics and Strategy of the Latin-Ameri-
can Revolution” of 1962) are quoted to raise the
problem that in them, Guevara makes concessions
towards the wrong scheme of the “peaceful” and non-
peaceful” road of the revisionists and erroneously
makes the timing of the beginning of the armed
struggle dependent on the stance of the bourgeoisie.

Using the works “On the Budgetary Financing
System” of 1964, “Socialist Planning and its Me-
aning,” and “Socialism and Man in Cuba” of 1965, a
special section elaborates Che Guevara’s Commu-
nist basic positions on the consiruction of socialism
and Communism, positions that he - even if not
deeply enough - defended in public in the 1960ies
against the economic debate initiated at the time by
the Soviet revisionists for the theoretical fortification
of the capitalist restoration in the Soviet Union.




The separate section “Che Guevara and the de-
pendence of Cuba on the revisionist Soviet Union”
shows, by passages from Che’s speech before the UN
and from his speech in Algiers in 1965, that Che
Guevara definitely had criticisms concerning the
policy of the Soviet revisionists, and that he even
criticised their “tacit complicity with the exploitative
Western countries.” Picking up this thread, the leaf-
| let contains a further separate section with partially
|- reprinted statements of South-American forces ori-
ented on Marxism-Leninism on Cuban revisionism
(among others, from a statement of the Revolutiona-
ry Communist Party of Chile of 1966, from an open
letter of the general secretary of the Communist Party
of Bolivia/Marxists-Leninists, Oscar Zamora, of 1968,
and from a declaration of the Communist Party of
Brazil/Marxists-Leninists and the Communist Party
of Portugal (Reconstructed) of 1976).

Under the headline “Criticisms and open questi-
ons,” acriticismis then givenmainly of Che Guevara’s
centrist, conciliatory stance avoiding open and pu-
blic ideological struggle within the polemic between
the revolutionary Communist Party of China (CCP)
and the revisionist CPSU. The leaflet makes clear
that Che’s demand (formulated in his writings “We
Are the Revolutionary Yeast For All of Latin Ameri-
ca” of 1963 and “Message to the Peoples of the
World,” among others) to deal with the dispute
“behind closed doors,” his call for the “moderation of
the differences” etc. were in flat contradiction to
scientific Communism:

“For Che Guevara, ‘split-up’ is something
negafive per se that must be prevented ‘by all
means.’ The decisive question is, however, the
following: Are we talking about revolutionary
unity or about revisionist unity? ... If whatis at
hand is irreparable faulty developments, if we
have a tightly cemented revisionist line no lon-
ger correctable within the frame of the Commu-
nist Party or of the international Communist
movement, that is, a revisionist unity, then
breaking up this revisionist unity and the crea-
tion of anew Communistunity becomes the duty
of the Communist forces...”

As a supplement, the leaflet contains the reprint of
Che Guevara’sarticle “Message to the Peoples of the
World: ‘Let’s Create Two, Thi:ee, Many Vietnams!*”
of April 1967, together with critical commentaries by
Gegen die Stromung. In a preliminary note, the
following remark is made:

“...We publish this text because it clarifies the
contrast between Che Guevara on the one
hand and revisionist and counterrevolutiona-
ry Fidel Castro on the other, one of the biggest
Slatterers of Che Guevara, who proclaimed in
1988: ‘I don’t want any uncontrolled explosi-
on. At this time, the way out of the crisis, the
erection of the new world economic order is
more important than one, two, three, four or
five revolutions.’ (‘Konsequent,” organ of the
revisionist SEW, 2/1988, p. 69).

This text of Che Guevara yields also insight
into the motivation. for one of the central
mistakes of Che Guevara. His failure to take a -
clear stance in the polemics between the CCP
and the CPSU reveals the centrist illusion that
the split-up of the Communist world movement
was unnecessary and avoidable, furthermore
bound to harm the struggle of the Vietnamese
people.

VAGERA G ¢

Finally, the leaflet summarises the state of the
discussion concerning the work of Che Guevara:

“In our opinion, a thorough debate based on
documents and evidence between the Commu-
nistforces of the whole world, including especi-
ally the Communist forces of the countries of
Central- and South Americaisindispensable to
advance the evaluation of the great revolutiona-
ry heritage of Che Guevara, aswell as to analy-
sethe effects of hiswords and deeds in a critical
manner. In summary, our research up to now
has yielded the following assessments and que-
stions:

First: Che Guevara favoured, in part more
clearly than the Communist Party of China
and the Worker’s Party of Albania, in theory
and practice armed struggle as a form of
struggle and thus in an indirect manner gave
serious blows to modern revisionism. A deeper
elaboration of this question didn’t take place
inthe documents available to us; rather, there
are ... also - similar to the documents of the
CCP - concessions to the apologists of the
‘peaceful road.” It is quite obvious that Che
Guevara underestimated and evaluated in a
wrong way the degree of the revisionist trea-
son under the leadership of the CPSU. Un-
doubtedly, Che Guevara also publicly main-
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tained centrist positions and supported those
centrist forces on the international level who
tried to avoid a public polemic between Com-
munism and revisionism. Che Guevara was
not ready to break with modern revisionism.

Second: Concerning the road of armed
struggle, the role of the industrial proletariat
and of the toiling masses in the countryside,
the question of the creation of armed units in
the countryside, units that grow there and
then, connected with the uprisings of the

workers in the cities, pass over to attacking the .

big centres of power in the cities, his theoreti-
cal andpractical work is indispensable part of
the revolutionary heritage of South- and Cen-
tral America and of the whole world, The
thorough examination of all his arguments in
consideration of the concrete conditions and
developments of one’s own country is the very
own taskof the Communist forces, the Commu-
nist Party of each country in South- and Cen-
tral America. Concerning the effect of his
argumentation as well as the argumentation
itself, a critical evaluation has to be made in
how far, first, certain peculiarities of the revo-
lution in Cuba were applied too much as a
matter-of-course to a country like Bolivia and
other countries, and second, in how far the
role of the building of the Communist Party,
the creation of a Communist central organ as
demandedby Che Guevarahimselfwere wron-
gly put into the background.

In this, the debate between the forces of the
Communist Party of Bolivia/Marxists-Leni-
nists considering themselves as Marxist-Leni-
nist and Che Guevara is of special importance
and has to be evaluated thoroughly - just as all
contributions of Communist forces to the dis-
cussion of the writings and the work of Che
Guevara have to be collected and evaluated in
a systematic manner.

Third: In the discussion on the common
traits and differences of the various countries
of South- and Central America, the argumen-
tation of Che Guevara who analysed the situa-
tion of other South- and Central American
countries rather exactly should be evaluated
point by point. The documents available to us
show that Che Guevara tended io stress the
common traits of the countries of South- and

Central America from Brazil to Peru to Bolivia
etc., while in our opinion the significance of
the common traits can be brought out only
through clarity on the big, serious differences,
for example, the significance of the indige-
nous languages for the connection to the wor-
king and exploited masses.

Forth: Based on the available documents,
we should evaluate everything written by Che
Guevara on the necessity of the building of the
Communist Party and its role in the creation of
the necessary conscience and organisation
and on the guidance of armed struggle, for it
Is in our view indubitable that, in connection
with the preparation and execution of armed
struggle, the creation of a truly Communist
Party was and remains the first and foremost
question.

Fifth: The victory in the struggle for socia-
lismand Communismwas Che’s declared goal.
He publicly rejected - even if not deeply enou-
gh - revisionist attacks concerning questions
of the building of socialism and stressed the
momentous role of the struggle for the annihil-
ation of bourgeois ideology in the conscience
of the exploited and for the development of a
Communist consciousness, a Communist mo-
rality, for the victory in the struggle for socia-
lism and Communism. Che Guevara stressed
the necessity of the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat, but he also held positions directed against
the regular intensification of class struggle
under the dictatorship of the proletariat until
Communism.

Sixth: It is indubitable and of great signifi-
cance in the discussion of the work and life of
Che Guevara that, in the hearts of all truly
revolutionary forces in the whole world, he is a
symbol of the struggle against imperialism, a
symbol of unselfish proletarian internationa-
lism, of the unity of word and deed, a symbol of
the battle-cry: freedom or death!

This is only one more reason why the syste-
matic and scientific study of all his publicati-
ons and the debate of all the questions discus-
sed here is of the utmost significance,”

A




The December-leaflet carried the title:

“While German imperialism is internatio-
nally on its march forward in the exploitation
and enslavement of other peoples, as well asin
its rivalry with the other imperialistbig powers,
it also intensifies domestic exploitation and
oppression, and the economic and social si-
tuation of the broad mass of the workers and
the other exploited gets worse in Germany as
well. During the last years, the workers and
other working people have demonstrated time
and again that they are not willing to accept
all of this without struggle. But it is also a fact
that the union leadership and all the other
lackeys of capital might succeed, time and
again and even by very similar methods and
manoeuvres, in strangling struggles and even
entire struggle movements and in leading them
to defeat.

In order to really promote their struggle, the
revolutionary workers have to digest the sum of
the experiences of their struggles, internatio-
nally as well as in every single country, under
the leadership of their Communist Party. This
alsoincludes the analysis of the struggles of the
workersin Germany and West Germany respec-
tively. In the long run it is unthinkable that
cadres can win the most advanced elements of
the proletariat for Communism, for the Commu-
nist Party without profound knowledge of these
experiences, without having themselves drawn
the decisive lessons from them.”

The leaflet then, apart from the struggles of the last
years, lists some especially important strikes and
strike movements of the proletariat from 1949 to
1974: On the one hand, it lists three important
political struggles in this period: the struggle for the
denazification in the economic, political and ideolo-
gical realm, the struggle against the remilitarisation
of West Germany and nuclear armament of the
Bundeswehr in the fifties, as well as the struggle
against the reactionary so-called “emergency laws”
at the end of the sixties. On the other hand, it lists
seven economic strikes as well as struggles against

the restriction of the legal possibilities of the econo-
mic struggle of the working class: the farm-worker
strike in 1951 - the largest of this kind in West
Germany, the struggle against the reactionary so-
called “law regulating industrialrelations” in 1952,
the struggle at the Howaldt shipyard in 1955 led by
the German Communist Party KPD without and
against the union leadership, the 114-day strike of
the metal workers in Schleswig-Holstein 1956/57,
the so called “wild cat” strikes (strikes led against the
will of the union leadership) of September 1969, the
Pierburg strike in 1973, an example of the common
struggle of workers from various countries of origin
with German workers that is still outstanding today,
and finally the Ford strike in 1973, the hitherto
toughest strike in the history of the West German
state with workers especially from Turkey at the
frontlines, a strike that shows the enormous dimensi-
on of the tasks of the implacable struggle against
German chauvinism. In conclusion, the leaflet says:

“The conflicts of the working class with
capital carry with them the possibility of the
insight that this whole capitalist system must
be destroyed, in order to replace it by a new
world of socialism and Communism. But this
insight does not come all by itself. Rather, here
is one of the great tasks of the Communist
Party, which does not only have to integrate,
organise and lead all struggles, but also has to
carry the necessary clarity and perspective of
the future into the developing worker’s move-
ment...”
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In January, “Gegen die Strémung” published the leaflet:

“Firstly, to be a communist, but having to
admit in the discussion and struggle with ideo-
logical representatives of the class enemy to not
having read this main work is simply a shame.
One makes oneself a clown, one starts to stam-
mer or even creates, in a misguided attempt at
defending oneself, the impression as if it were
possible to be a communist cadre without ha-
ving read this book, or as if it were sufficient ro
read summaries of the work in secondary
sources. This is admittedly not an argument of
very material significance. Butitis nevertheless
very conclusive. Without knowledge of the basic
work of Marx, a defence of scientific commu-
nism is impossible,”

The leaflet then puts up for discussion some im-
portant reasons for, and some important goals in the
study of “Capital.”

O Firm conviction of the necessity of the
socialist revolution

“...The firm conviction of the insoluble con-
tradictions of capitalismin the face of the world-
wide misery, intheface ofthe real possibilites of
socialism and communism can and must grow
out of the thorough study of the scientific argu-
mentation in ‘Capital’...”

O Systematic orientation towards the wor-
king class: The real situation of the working
class and the “dualism” of the daily strug-
gles

The portrayals of the working conditions of the
workers, of the prolongation of the workday, the inten-

sification of exploitation as well as of the struggle
against all this clearly show the Marx’s deep solidarity
with and his affection for the “wretched of the earth.”
What is important here is a basic understanding of the
interaction of the necessary defensive struggles of the
working class and the sharp analysis put forward by
Marx in a spirit of solidarity,

“...that these daily struggles, o0, represent a
‘dualism,’ ... and can be point of departure for
reformism, or point of departure for revolutio-
naryperspectivesorientedtowards class struggle
and the goal of communism.”

O The significance of the refutation of the
argumentation of the pseudo-scientific re-
presentatives of the capitalist class

The study of “Capital” shows that and why Marx
spent alot of energy in the systematic refutation of the
‘besttheoreticians’ of the bourgeoisie, A majorfactorin
this was the atmosphere that Marx succeeded in crea-
ting: Asaleading comrade in the struggle of the working
class, he took his stand without any respect, delivering
adevastating critique of the uncrowned scientific autho-
rities of his time, unmasking their mistakes and putting
the ‘smart heads’ to shame in full public, eveninrealms
that were completely dominated by the bourgeoisie up
to then:

“The knowledge of this factinstilled a Justified
feeling of supremacy to the working class over
the theoreticians of the bourgeoisie ...”

In the section “Important thoughts about socialism
and communism,” the leaflet explains that it was not
by accident that Marx poses the question “what would




beif...?” in “Capital”:

“...With great power of persuasion, the pro-
spects of a social order not based on the produc-
tion of surplus value and exploitation are clarified
in this work...”

G Against European chauvinism, let’s work
out the significance of the “primitive” accu-
mulation of capital

In “Capital,” Marx denounces the exploitation and
enslavement of the colonies and leads a struggle against
European chauvinism, especially in his brief outline of
the “primitive accumulation” of capital, that is, in his
treatment of the question where the means for the
creation of industry in the industrially advanced coun-
tries of Europe came from in the first place:

“The answer is concrete and convincing and
says a lot about the ‘extraeconomic factors,’ in
short, about the role of violence in history, about
pillage and slaughter as means for the prepara-
fion of capitalism - means directed against the
peoples outside of Europe, but also including
pillage and theftinthe countries of Europe itself,

v

committed especially against the peasant popu-
lation.”

Inthe following section, the leaflet calls for a critical
study of “Capital.” A critical illumination and analysis
is necessary not only with respectto various metaphors
and certain biblical ways of expression, but especially
- in the struggle against modern revisionism - the
question concerning the validity of the argumentation in
“Capital.” Against the objection that claims “Capital”
to be “much toc difficult,” the leaflet says: Since
socialism is a science, it has to be dealt with in a
scientific manner, i.e., it has to be studied. Absolutely
wrong is the opinion that “uneducated” workers are not
able to understand “Capital.” It is precisely they who
can master the communist theory much more thoroug-
hly and deeply.

“Against various ‘marxologists’ and revisio-
nist professional reformists playing the role of
‘Capital specialists’ beforeyounger peoplewho
orient themselves on scientific communism, it
must be clarified right from the start that the
study of ‘Capital’ ... is not apurpose in itself, but
has to be mastered as a guiding line for revolu-
tionary practise...”

iy

The February-leaflet of “Gegen die Strémung” carried the title:

“In Germany as well as in France, Spain,
Italy, Turkey, Poland etc., today there is unem-
ployment numbering in the millions and still on
the increase, meaning mass poverty in ever
larger dimensions. In order to extenuate and
Justify this, but especially to prevent any militant
rebellion against it, various reactionary dem-
agogueries are spread. Thus, mass unemploy-
ment is presented as kind of a fleeting ‘mishap’
of capitalism which capitalism itself is suppo-
sedly able to repair. Orelse things are presented
as if the introduction of new technologies and
machines ‘in themselves’ were the cause of
unemployment ... In connection with this, the
chauvinist-racist opinionis being stirred accor-
ding to which the root of unemployment is to be

sought mainly in the ‘overpopulation’ especial-
ly of the dependent countries, anideathat culmi-
nates in the Nazi slogan ‘Out with the foreig-
ners!’ At the same time, the situation of the
unemployedis madeworse andworse by drastic
intensification of a policy directed against them
... But in France, tens of thousands of jobless
people have said ‘Stop!’ and have begun to
struggle against all this. They prove that it is
possible to fight, to exert pressure on the rulers,
fo unite in the spirit of solidarity across the
frontiers of nationality and state citizenship, to
unite in the struggle with others who are also
oppressed and exploited by capital. At the same
time, they have often even addressed the questi-
on of the basic cause of unemployment, which
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Rot Front #1 - # 4 (January 1996 - July 1997)

The first four issues of Rot Front, the biannual theoretical
organ of Gegen die Strémung contains the resolutions 1 - 5
of the Second Party Conference of Gegen die Strémung.
These resolutions, formulated in the form of theses, repre-
sent the programmatic foundation of the organisation una-
nimously voted upon. The papers commenting upon the
resolutions, in part purposely annotated with sources, are
designed to explain the resolutions as well as to serve as
study material.

#1, Jahuary 1986, 155 pages, DM 10
(only available in German)

The editorial says: “... For good
reasons, this first issue contains
programmatic documents of Gegen
die Strémung in the struggle for

#1 January 1996

Hesolution of the Second Party Conference of
Gegen die Strémung

1. For the socialist Revolution, the dictatorship of
the proletariat, and Communism

2. Proletarian internationalism and proletarian
world revolution

3. Death to German imperialism, revanchism and
militarism (part I

On the previous history, origins and development
of German imperialism :

The incorporation of the GDR - pillage and deceit
of West/German imperialism

Karl Marx: War Against the German Conditions!

Contribution to the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy
of Law

the building of the Revolutionary
Communist Party in Germany: it
has to be clear right from the start
that the struggle for scientific
Communism is no end in itself, but
has to serve the building of the
Revolutionary Communist Party...

After the two resolutions “For the
soclalist revolution, the dicta-
torship of the proletariat and for
Communism” and “Proletarian
Internationalism and the proletarian
world revolution”, this issue alse
contains part | of resolution #3
“Death to German imperialism,
militarism and revanchism - pasic

tasks In the struggle for the socialist revoluilon in Germany” as a third
programmaitic docurnent, This last part starts with an analysis and explanation
of the historical peculiarities of German imperialism. It closes with an analysis
of the incorporation of the GDR and the hecessity of the building of the
Communist Party in Germany. After the resolution, there is a reprint of Marx’s
worlc of 1844 “Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Law”
printed here under the title “War Against the German Conditions!”



Rot Front

#2 July 1996

Resolution of the Second Party Conference of Gegen die
Strémung

3. Death to German imperialism, revanchism, and
militarism! {part lf). Touchstones in the struggle against
German imperiatism, revanchism and militarism, against
German chauvinism and racism, development {owards
fascism and intensified exploitation

4, The basic road of the socialist revolution in imperialist
Germany

|. The role of the proletariat as leading class of the
sacialist revolution

1I. Communist positions on democracy and socialism
1ll. The violent socialist revolution of the proletariat and
guestions of armed struggle and the armed uprising

V.I. Lenin: Lessons of the Moscow Uprising

# 3, January 1997, 262 pages, 20 D (in German only)

On the basis of the first part of resolution # 5 “The necessity
of the Communist Party and fundamental questions in
building it”, which elaborates the main features and
developmental stages of the theoretical foundation of the
Communist Party, in part #li the basic methodological # 3 January 1997

questions of the building of the party (i.e. the reasons for the Resolution 5 of the Second Party Conference of Gegen
unavoidable struggle within the party and the correct and the die Strémung

wrong methods in this struggle), especially the outstanding
role of open and public eriticism and self-criticism and of the questions in building it
irreconcilable struggle against opportunism as metho-
dological principles of the Communisi Party and of sclentific
Communism are dealt with. In the work “In Memory of
Comrade G. Telja” written in 1907 and reprinted here after the
first two parts of the resolution, Stalln sketches the picture of
a Communist worker who was forced to make up his mind - Criticism and self-criticism

and follow or the Mensheviks or Bolsheviks.

#4 July 1997

Resolution 5 of the Second Party Conference of Gegen
die Stromung

The necessiiy of the Communist Parly and fundamental
questions in building it - Part ill

Theory * Cadres * Organisation

- the three basic components of the building of the
Communist Party

V.I. Lenin: A Letter to a Comrade On Our Organisational
Tasks

#2, July 1996, 321 pages, 20 DM (only available in German)

This issue of Rot Front contains part |l of resclution #3
“Death to German Iimperialism, revanchism and militarism”,
formulating the special, indispensable tasks of democratic
struggle resuiting from the pecullarities of German
Imperialism. In a certain way, these are 1iouchsiones
constituting only a minimum for the current work in
Germany, for the co-operation with other political forces
and groups within and outiside of the working class, and
not least foi the education and tralning of the cadres in the
buliding of the Communist Party. These tasks are
confronted with the baslec principles of the socialist
revoiution which are lald down in resoiution #4 “The basic
road of the socialist revolution in imperialist Germany”™
the questions of the hegemony of the proletariat, the
necessary subordination of the democratic struggles under
the socialist struggles and the systematic preparation of
the civil war. In the annex, there is a reprint of Lenin’s work
“Lessons of the Moscow Uprising” of 1906.

ront

The necessity of the Communist Party and fundamental

* Main feature of the Communist Party

*Two fundamental laws in the building of the Communist
Party

« Irreconcilable struggle against opportunism

-* Fundamental methods of the struggle within the party
J.V. Stalin: In Memory of Comrade G. Telja

# 4, July 1997, 317 pages, 20 DM (only available in German)

Rot Front # 4 contains part Il of resolution #5 “The necessity
of the Communist Parly and fundamental guestions in
building i and deals with the three basic components of
the Communist Party: theory, cadres, organisation, Treated
are the tasks of the theoretical work, education and
employmeni of the cadres, as well as the building of a
militant organisation formed on the basis of conscious
discipiine and democratic ceniralism that masters the
probiem of connecting legal and illegal work. in his work “4
letter to a comrade on our organisationai tasks”, wrltten In
1802 and reprinted here after the resolution, Lenin
comments in a principled and at the same time concreie
manner onh organisationhal questions.

Drucker, Herausgeber und verantworllicher Redakteur: A. Odenthal, Vertieb fiir Interationale Literatur, Brunhildstr. 5, 10829 Berlin



lies in the capitalist profit system itself ”

The leaflet goes on with a detailed depiction of the
struggle of the unemployed in France, describes the
triggering factors of the protests there and elaborates
the features of the French movement of the unem-
ployed: the militancy of the protest actions, the connec-
tion of action and discussion, as was the case during the
occupation of the elite school in Paris, the close and
solidly united connection with other progressive move-
ments; especially the close interaction with the move-
ment of the "Sans Papiers,” but also with progressive
workers, the progressive youth movement and progres-
sive peasant organisations. Further features were the
sympathy of the overwhelming majority of the working
population with the goals and actions of the unem-
ployed. Itis precisely militant movements like the one
oftheunemployed in France that offer the possibility to
advance the debate about the fundamental questions
of the struggle against unemployment among the
struggling unemployed and the broad masses, a strugg-
le for which, after adescription of mass unemployment
in Germany, a few basic pdints are elaborated in the
leaflet:

O Causes of unemployment

“One thing is of central importance: The
capitalist system as awhole is the cause of mass
unemployment ... One capitalist kills many
others, that is, in the life-or-death struggle for
the maximisation of profit the capitalists try
their very best to eliminate their competitors, to
swallow their profitable enterprises, and to get
larger, fatter andmore powerful themselves. On
the basis of imperialist competition, the capita-

A
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A

list is forced in ever increasing measure ... to
introduce new means of production in order to
increase the exploitation of the workers and
therefore, his maximal profit. On this basis an
industrial reserve army, the army of the unem-
ployed is generated with lawful regularity. ”

Afterthe clarification of the fact that the unemployed
workers are part of the working class, and of the
question of the consequences this has for organising
within the Communist Party, the basic unit of which
must be the industrial cell, the leaflet elaborates the
Sunction of unemployment: 1t is an economic, poli-
tical, and ideological instrument of the imperialists.
In conclusion, the leaflet says:

O Let’s lead the struggle against mass un-
employment and create the alliance of em-
ployed and unemployed workers!

“.. As communists, we will support the de-
velopment of a really militant movement of the-
unemployment as far as possible. But this requi-
res also and primarily to fight and unmask the
Jorces always bent on appeasement whose main
concern is that the actions of the unemployed
develop ina ‘quiet and peaceful’ way and don’t
transgress the limits of bourgeois legality under
any circumstances ... In the same way, it is
important to unmask all the opportunist forces
who feign to believe that the hope of the unem-
ployedliesina ‘change of course’, i.e., a change
in government... It is precisely the example of

- France that shows that the so-called ‘left go-
vernment’ is also only a government of capi-
tal...”

s

In March, “Gegen die Stromung” published the leaflet:

“The official visit of the highest representative
of German imperialism, Herzog, in Namibia
was a direct blow in the face of the people of the
Herero, the victims of the genocide committed
by the German colonial army in the years 1904
to 1907. The German Federal President rejec-
ted all reparations and every apology, he even
rejected to receive the representatives of the

people of the Herero. The goal of Herzog’s trip
was in fact a different one. It consisted in the
Strengthening of the reactionary relations to this
Jormer German colony, especially to the 30.000
people of ‘German descent,” who, for the most
part, have the role of a ‘Sth column’ of German
imperialism in the promotion of its hegemonial
interests. All this is enacied together with a




display of Pan-German chauvinism, and apart
from this, Herzog's incantation of the ‘heritage
still alive in Namibia,’ in the face of the mon-
strous crimes of the German power holders in
so-called ‘German South West Africa’
[Deutschsiidwestafrika], is a provocation and
mockery of the peoples of Namibia that can
scarcely be surpassed...”

O The genocide of the Herero by the Ger-
man imperialists

German imperialism, which had “come too late” in
the imperialist “race” for the imperialist pattition of the
world, proved everywhere where it succeeded in erec-
ting its colonial powerin Africa-asin Togo, Cameroon,
“East Africa” and “South West Africa” - thatitexecutes
its colonialist demands with particular aggressivity,
reaching even to genocide. The leaflet describes in
detail the barbarous colonial rule of German imperia-
lism in “South West Africa” - in today’s Namibia -
which was an official German colony from 1884 to
1917. The inhabitants of “South West Africa” were
deprived and robbed of theirland, thousands of German
settlers were settled there, aracist apartheid system was
erected. Finally, the Herero, and shortly after, the
Nama, rose in courageous struggle against the German
colonial masters, a struggle which was carried out
mostly in the form of masterful guerrillatactics and was
for a time supported by South African miners:

“The German colonial army acted against the
Hererowith a cruelty that resembled the atroci-
ties of the Nazis in many respects. Mass shoo-
tings of prisoners and the slaughter of wounded
Herero warriors were the order of the day.”

Finally, the German soldiery encircled the rebels,
leaving them in a murderous design only the break-
through into the Omaheke desert. “The waterless Oma-
heke desert,” wrote the German general staff in 1904,
“should bring to an end what was begun by German
weapons: The annihilation of the Herero people.”

“According to estimates, of the 80,000 Herero
only 15,130 survived, of the about 20,000 Nama,
9,781. Herero taken prisonerwere putin chains;
the letters ‘GH’ (‘Gefangener Herero’ - impri-
soned Herero) were burnt into their skin, and
they were forced into forced labour. Other sur-
vivors were interned in concentration camps ...
Thepolitical representatives of the Herero were
executed as ‘ringleaders.’ As ‘retaliation,’ the

whole real estate of the Herero and Nama still
left over was ‘confiscated,’ that is, expropria-
ted.”

O Unmask and fight German neo-colonia-
lism and revanchism in Namibia today!

Despite its formal independence, Namibiatoday is in
fact aneo-colony, with German imperialism occupying
aleading position. Germany is Namibia’s biggest ‘sup-
plier of development aid.” In the region where German
troops committed the genocide of the Herero in the
years 1904 - 1907, the German ‘Bundesgrenzschutz’
[Federal Border Police] was used again as early as 1989
by way of a “UN action for the monitoring of the
election.”

O Lead the struggle for the enforcement of
the reparation demands of the Herero!

The leaflet finally elaborates three aspects: For one
thing, the Communist Party must lead the struggle for
reparations and compensations right now, because other-
wise no alliance with the peoples against German
imperialism can be created. Secondly, the German
workers share part of the guiltin the crimes of imperia-
lism, including the genocide of the Herero. Thirdly, we
must create a consciousness among the workers that
even after the fall of the bourgeoisie, it will be their task
to accomplish a maximal compensation for the crimes
committed under the rule of imperialism,

“... Without really accomplishing this, a pro-
letarian-internationalist union of the peoples
oppressed by the German imperialists on the
road to the trustful and voluntary melting of the
nations in communism is not even thinkable.”

~
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In April, “Gegen die Stromung” published the leaflet:

“German imperialism is on the offensive on
all fronts — this is an undeniable fact. It seems
to ‘control everything’, even more than, for
example, French imperialism. In our struggle
against resignation and defeatism, we must
emphasize: An analysis of the offensive of
German imperialism is necessary. But such an
analysis must be connected with a realistic
analysis of the just struggles in Germany, with
a view to the full truth and without palliation.
For therewas and there is resisiance — especi-
ally against the advance of the Nazis —, there
were and there are struggles, even if they are
Jar too few and far too weak. All the more
important is it to propagate them, despite all
their weaknesses and half measures, in order
to learn the most for the intensification of our
struggle against German imperialism!”

The leaflet then goes on to throw light on the
advance of German imperialism in the period from
Mai 1997 to April 1998, by way of examples: refusal
to pay reparations to Nazi victims from Greece and
to the Herero in Namibia by the Federal Govern-
ment; extension of the predominant position of
German imperialism in East Europe by the ratifica-
tion of the “extension to the East” of NATO in the
Bundestag; stationing of German Bundeswehr sol-
diers with Hitler salute in war actions in other
countries as German “normalcy”; the high degree of
Nazi education and Nazi influence in the Bundes-

. wehr as exemplified in the so-called “Bundeswehr
scandal”; further intensification of the murderous
deportation policy of German imperialism; repressi-
on and siate fascistification; Nazi murders, daily
brutal Nazi terror and a mounting number of Nazi
demonsirations under the protection of the German
police as German "normalcy,”

Q The struggle against the Nazis, the
struggle against the deportation terror, and
the struggle of the unemployed

“First we must state the following: against
many reactionary advances of Germanimperia-
lism, especially its war propaganda, the war
actions of the Bundeswehr, as well as its refusal
10 pay reparations, there has been virtually no
protest, let alone resistance. There is a frighte-
ning ‘habituating effect’ as far as this ‘German
normalcy’ is concerned, even among the forces
considering themselves as democratic or revo-
lutionary. This is the sad reality. But we must
also state that there is a certain amount of
resistance and struggle developing against other

- reactionary advances of German imperialism,
especially against the advance of the Nazis, as
well as the accelerating impoverishment of the
working people, the mounting number of the
unemployed that has reached the threshold of 7
million by now...”

Then follows a listing of important struggles against
the deterioration of the situation of the working peop-
le, as well as a chronology of the struggles and
demonstrations against the Nazi and deportation ter-
ror, struggles and demonstrations that were rather
numerous. In the section that follows, “Integration
of all everyday struggles into a unitary struggle
against German imperialism and the perspectives of
the proletarian revolution”, the leaflet gives a sum-
mary of today’s central daily political tasks of the
revolutionary movement in Germany: the struggle
against the strengthening international economic,
political and wmilitary activities of German imperia-
lisin as a big power, militarism and revanchism,
againstthe policy of German chauvinism, against the




intensified fascistification of the state apparatus,
against the Nazi organisations and groups as well as
against intensified exploitation. In conclusion, the
leaflet makes the following remarks:

“The strengthening and radicalisation and
the combination of all these struggles info a
unitary militant democratic struggle against
German imperialism and all its departments
must be fought out against the appeasing poli-
cies of the opportunist forces. But this is not
enough.

The causes of exploitation, accelerating influ-

ence of Fascism, Nazism and unemployment lie
within the capitalist system itself. Therefore, the
main thing to do is to struggle for the prepara-
tion of the proletarian revolution to overthrow
this social ovder, and to integrate and to subor-
dinate the democratic struggles to it. The crucial
thing today is the struggle for the building of a
revolutionary Communist Party able to carry
the necessary revolutionary consciousness and
organisation into the working class. For this is
the only way to rise within the working class the
force, the hatred and the resolve to destroy the
whole damned system of German imperialism in
the armed proletarian revolution!”

PA QDA G ¢

On the occasion of the protest demonstration against the Nazi march in Leipzig on
May 1, 1998, the following leaflet appeared:

“The Nazi party NPD had announced a de-
monstration in Leipzig for May 1. This year, the
NPD succeeded under the protection of the
police in marching up as well as holing a mani-
festation in front of the so-called “Monument to
the Battle of the Nations”, attracting 5,000 to
6,000 Nazis on the occasion. But that is only one
aspect of the matter. In their fight against the
police and the Nazis, the militant anti-Fascist
forces succeededin stopping the Nazi pack from
carrying out their planned march through the
streets of Leipzig. By this militant fight the anti-
Nazi forces succeeded also in revealing and
denouncing the complicity of the German state
organization and the Nazis before the eyes of the
world.”

O The stages of the interaction of the
German state apparatus and the Nazis

The first stage was a cunningly produced play of
confusion before Mai 1, using banning as well as
suspension of the banning of the demonstration by
various German courts, until the Nazi demonstration
was finally approved by a “supreme” court decision.
The second stage was the militant street-fighting
with the police, which protected the Nazis, supported
by various manoeuvres of diversion and appease-
ment by the opportunists and DGB union bureau-
crats. The third stage consisted of police terror and

press slander against anti-Fascists after the anti-Nazi
demonstration.

O Militant fight against the Nazis and larger
perspectives of the sitruggle

“..It is wrong to believe that the Nazi gangs
and Nazi parties act separatedly or indepen-
. dently of the state apparatus of German impe-
rialism. In fact, they are supplementing and
supporting measures of German imperialism
within the whole system of its reactionary mea-
sures. In addition, the Nazi parties also serve as
a “pace-maker,” as “trial balloons” to find out
how far the population and the
working class have already got accustomed to
more evident forms of Nazifascist propaganda
and terror.

The Nazifascist shock troops are promoted,
supported and protected by the German state
organization. They are even deliberately used,
directly and indirectly, against anti-Fascist and
revolutionary forces. Itisjust by the unpredicta-
bility of their actions that the Nazi gangs suc-
ceed in spreading and atmosphere of daily ter-
ror.

The fight against the Nazi gangs and their
criminal actions, against the Nazi parties and




their incendiary propaganda is indispensable
and has become even more urgent by now.
Withoutyielding even amillimetrein the strugg-
le against the Nazis, we yet have to make clear
that the intensified fascistification emanates
primarily from the state of German imperia-
listn, that the whole capitalistic social system in
Germany is the main bearer of Nazifascist ideo-
logy and openly terroristic actions. This social
system has to be smashed to the core and from
bottom to top if we really want to annihilate the
Nazi gangs and Nazi parties and to prevent a
second move from today’s parliamentary repu-
blic to a Nazifascist state!...”

Asasupplement, leaflet contains the article “Commu-

nist positions on the reactionary ‘Monument to the
Battle of the Nations’”, for it was not by accident that
the Nazis held their manifestation in Leipzig in front of
it. This memorial of the victory of the Prussian armies
and its allies in the battle of Leipzig in October 1813
against Napoleon's army is not only a symbol for
German militarism and nationalism, but also serves as a
connecting link between all reactionary sections in the
history of Germany until today, focusing all variants of
Germannationalism, including even the “left variant” of
the SED revisionists. In the early fifties, the latter started
to glorify and celebrate the so-called “liberation wars”
against Napoleon, and later even praised the supposed
“positive role” of reactionary Prussia in 1813 and in
connection with it, the reactionary Monument to the
Battle of the Nations.

A QDA G ¢

The leaflet of “Gegen die Strémung” of June/July was titled:

“On May 1938, the Nazis, with big propagan-
distic ballyhoo, laid the foundation-stone for the
VW factory. Today, on the occasion of the 60th
Jubilee’, the ‘success story’ and the ‘achieve-
ments’ of VW are lauded in the highest terms not
only by the VW capitalists themselves, but also by
many prominent people in business and politics.
And not by accident. For this company, founded
by the Nazis and designed as ‘National-socialiss
modelfactory’ hasnotonly, thenand now, played
an important role in the exploitative system of
German imperialism, but has also in manifold
ways a leading role in the system of the reactio-
nary and chauvinistic ‘German ideology’...”

Q I Neither forgiven nor forgotten: The
crimes of the Nazi armament factory VW

VW was a central component of the war industry of
German imperialism right from the start and had an
important role in the execution of the rapacious war of

.the German imperialists.

“From iis very beginnings, the Nazi compa-
iy VW existed on the blood and sweat of slove
workers: During Nazifascism, VW employed
about 18,000 people, of whom only 1/6, that is,

about 3,000, were German workers, mostly
foremen and masters. Only those people can
praise the ‘achievements for the work force’ of
the Nazi company , who still count themselves
the ‘German master race’ and want to hush up
the fact that the production at VW was based
mainly on the extreme exploitation of forced

- labourers, prisoners of war, and prisoners of
concentration camps, who were very frequently
worked to death there,..”

The leaflet then goes on to describe the murderous
conditions of the VW slave labourers, of the thousands
of forced labourers who had been deported mainly
from the Soviet Union, but also from Poland, France,
etc., the several thousand Soviet, but also French and
Italian prisoners of war, the thousands of KZ Priso-
ners, who were exploited and tormented in four VW-
owned KZs, the hundreds of Jewish KZ DTISOners,
After adescription of resistance actions, nearly exclu-
sively organised by forced labourers, KZ prisoners
and prisoners of war, the section “VW = Nazi model
Jactory” says:

“The Volkswagen enterprisewas a Nazi show-
case enterprise andwas showered withavariety
of ‘honours’: OnMay 1 1944, VWwas eventual-
ly honoured as ‘National-socialist model facto-
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Dealing with the particularities of the Nazi model
factory VW — compared to many other large-scale
capitalist companies in Nazi Germany — the leaflet
stresses that by “social privileges” and on the basis of
the criminal Nazi ideology of the “German master
race”,

“..the German workers were to be corrupted
and chained to the ideology and politics of the
‘National Community’, aproject that succeeded
to a very large extent.”

O II. The unbroken tradition at VW and in
Wolfsburg beyond the military defeat of
German imperialism

The leaflet then reveals the unbroken tradition, the
continuity of Nazism after 1945, which can also be
seen clearly in the case of VW. As examples, the
leaflet mentions among others the numerous re-
employment of Nazis at VW afterinitial denazifica-
tion measures of the allies, the “accommodation” of
Nazi hangmen in VW production sites in South- and
Central America like, ¢. g., the commander of the
Nazi annihilation camp Treblinka Stangl who was
made head of the assemply plant at VW Brazil, and
finally, the refusal of the VW management to pay
reparations to the former forced labourers.

O llil. Volkswagen — one of the biggest
international exploiters of German
imperialism

In aseparate section, the leaflet deals with VW’srole
as a pace-maker and model factory of German impe-
rialism today: in the propagation of the project of class
reconciliation called “social partnership,” in the te-
sting and introduction of new concepis of exploitati-
on, as well as in the infensification of exploitation on
an international scale.

“As one of the leading international corpora-
tions, Volkswagen faces the workers as aworld-
wide exploiter and bloodsucker. In all, 280,000
workersaredirectly exploitedin about 35 Volks-
wagenplantsallover theworld. Ofthese, 140,000
are employed in 10 VW plants in Germany...”

In a few glimpses, a separate section contains a
description of some of the struggles of progressive
colleagues at VW in Germany after 1945. The leaflet
then goes on to say:

“..Especially in the countries dependent on
imperialism in Africa, South America and Asia,
VW squeezes enormousprofits out of theworkers
of these countries by means of extremely low
wages as well as the most brutal work pace and
the meanest working conditions. Child labour
and interference with and banning of union
activities and organising in the VW plants are
the usual practice of enhanced exploitation by
VW in these countries.

One thing shows up most clearly in all of this:
In the “best German tradition”, VW invests
especially in those states in which Fascist mili-
tary dictatorships guarantee maximal exploita-
ting conditions for VW ... On the other hand, the
well-trained and experienced demagogues em-
ployed by VW are also very apt at selling even
the smallest “democratisation” in these coun-
tries as a result of the “positive” influence of
VW, and to exploititfortheir advertising purpo-
ses.”

After a description of the situation in the VW
factories in Brazil, Mexico and South Africa as
well as a portrayal of some of the most outstanding
strikes and struggles of the colleagues in the fac-
tories there, the leaflet outlines touchstones and
perspectives of the revolutionary struggles of the
workers in the section “VW demonstrates the ne-
cessity of the struggle for the revolutionary break
with all exploitative conditions and all reactionary
ideologies!”’ '
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In August, Gegen die Stromung published the leaflet:

“The application of communist theory inprac-
tice —this is the topic of the ‘Short Course’. It is
explained on basis of building up the Commu-
nist Partyin Russia, the preparation and execu-
tion of the democratic and socialist revolution
and the armed uprising, the establishment and
strengthening of the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat in the process of building a society without
exploitation, in the process of building socia-
lism. When the book appeared in 1938, it was
reprinted, disseminated and above all, studied
and taught — often risking their life — by the
communist forces in nearly all countries of the
world, with the aim of building up the Commu-
nist Party in their own country and to prepare,
execute and continue the revolution as part of
the proletarian world revolution!”

Furtheris said in the introduction:

“Anticommunists and opportunists jeered and
still jeer at the book as ‘schematic’ and ‘cano-
nisation.” The dense clarity of this book, the
clearly arranged order and the clear hints for
further study, the consequent application of the
historical-materialist principles — all of this is
poison for these enemies of the revolution. Ac-
cordingly, the Khrushchev-revisionists acted
quickly: after their take-over at the 20" party
congress of the CPSU, the ‘Short Course’ was
‘withdrawn from circulation’, and a revisionist
‘History of the CPSU’ was edited and dissemi-
nated.

The truly revolutionary forces of the whole
world(...) willadvance in their study of scientific
communism, in the struggle for its application
by way of a thorough and critical discussion of
this summary of the world-historical experi-
ences of the CPSU(B).”

The leaflet goes on to name and explain seven good
reasons for studying the “History of the CPSU(B)— A
Short Course™:

O  Overview on the genesis and content
of important works of Lenin and Stalin

O  Thefirm-principled construction of the
Communist Party in the factories against
the tsarist stale terrorismandin the struggle
against opportunism

O  Discussing and arguing in the struggle
againstopportunist catchphrases within the
Party

O  Analysis of the concrete situation
O  Armed fight as the basic question of
the preparation for the dictatorship of the

proletariat

O  The concrete analysis of the inter-
national situation is indispensable

O The socialist revolution: the most
radical break with the old world in all fields




These are the concluding remarks of the leaflet:

“We must study the ‘Short Course’ critically
and deal in depth with certain passages and
formulations, in order to getmaximum clarity in

the building up of the Communist Party, the
preparation of the socialist revolution and the
struggle for the dictatorship of the proletariat
and for communism!”

A A G A ¢

The leaflet of September/October carried the title:

“German imperialism takes the worsening
of the situation in Kosova as a pretext for its
further military advance with the aim of to
prepare awar, in order to accustom the broad
masses more and more to the war for the
predatory interests and the striving for world
domination of German monopoly capital.

The situation in Kosova is complicated and
difficult to evaluate, given the information
available at present. On the one hand, it is a
fact that especially the masses of the Kosova-
Albanian population are exploited and opp-
ressed brutally by the reactionary rulers in
Belgrade, and that today’s oppression is only
a continuation of a discrimination and super-
exploitation for decades. On the other hand,
there is also afierce struggle betweenvarious
reactionary forces, especially between the
various imperialistpowers and the reactiona-
rydomestic cliques closely connected to them.
In all of this, German imperialism has a
special role in fanning the flames. It is also
clear that denouncing the reactionary Serbi-
an rulers in Kosova must be done in irrecon-
cilable opposition to the anti-Serbian slander
campaign of the German imperialists. There
is also a special need to stress the fact that the
German imperialists committed monstrous
crimes in the territory of ex-Yugoslavia du-
ring World War 1I, including a politics of
genocide.

Open points and lack of certainty on the
evaluation of the “Kosova Liberation Army”
(KLA or UCK in Albanian), for example, must
in no way weaken the struggle against Ger-
man imperialism, because the struggle to
smash it is the political main task of the
revolutionary proletariat herve in Germany.”

Apart from a separate section on the “Historical
backgrounds of the situation in Kosova”, the leaflet
then elaborates a few aspects and points for
discussion for the evaluation of the situation and
for proletarian internationalist solidarity: among
others, the aspect that we have, in principle, to
propagate and support the struggle against national
oppression and for the democratic right of natio-
nal self-determination in Kosova, including the
right to separation from the state. On the other
hand, forsure, reactionary forces and forces guided
directly by imperialists play an important role among
the forces of the armed fight in Kosova and a
dominant role among theirleaders. Nevertheless it
would be wrong to evaluate the forces of the armed
struggle in Kosova in general as reactionary and
pro-imperialist. There has been, after all,

o

or quite a while a resistance movement.
The organizations belonging to it conside-
red themselves partly as Marxist-Leninist in
ideological terms and took the Worker's
Party of Albania as their model. From this
point of view, these forces also had a relati-
on to the tradition of the Albanian revoluti-
on, to the revolutionary liberation war
against the ltalian fascists, later against the
German Nazis, and finally for the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. It is an important
task to find out, whether — and in what
measure—forcesin this tradition exist today
in Kosova, what positions they hold, how
they take part in the fight and how much
resistance there is against the pro-imperia-
list forces. It is an important task to esta-
blish contacts with progressive, anti-impe-
rialist and revolutionary forces, to look out
for debate with them, and to support themin
their struggle.”
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For November/December, "Gegen die Strémung” published the 12-page leaflet:

“Sixty years ago, the — up to that time —worst
crime against the Jews was committed in Nazi-
Germany. In the whole realm of German impe-
rialism and its Nazis, Jews were mistreated,
tormented, raped and tortured in full view of the
public on the 9" and 10™ November. Many of
them were wounded, partly severely, and many
were murdered. Virtually all synagogues and
Jewishcemeteries, thousands of shops and apart-
ments were destroyed. In opposition to other
false positions, the chairman of the Communist
Party of Germany, KPD, Wilhelm Pieck, stated
rightly in 1939: “Where were the expressions
of the collective protesis of the workers in the
Jactories against the gang of arsonists, murde-
rers and robbers who executed their disgu-
sting business under the protection of the po-
lice? Wedidn’t have such collective protests...”
The November pogrom was carried on during
the following days and was even intensified. In
Sfull view of the public, 30,000 Jews were arre-
sted according to a preordainedplan on the 10"
November 1938, driven through the streets and
public squares and dragged away into concen-
tration camps. Several hundred of them were
murderedimmediately after their abduction into
the Nazi-KZs. Preceding the Nazi-massacre,
the deportation of 17,000 of the about 50,000
Polish Jews in Germany took place in full view
of the public on the 27/28" October. They were
lockedin under subhuman conditions inwagons
and camps at the German-Polish border.

These murderous Nazi measures were not a
secret action—theywere carried out in full view
of all citizens. They continued the anti-Semitic
Nazi terror, begun in 1933 and intensified in
1935, which finally ended in the annihilation
politics of the Nazis, in the genocide of the
Jewish population of Europe. There is no doubt
that the November pogrom was the work of the
Nazis. But ‘the Nazis’ were not only the ‘most
reactionary, the most chauvinistic, the most
imperialistic elements of financial capital’ who
had established the openly terrorist dictator-
ship of German financial capital, that is Nazi
Jascism, as Georgi Dimitroff correctly explai-
ned at the 7" World Congress of the Communist

International in 1935, but it was in particular
also a Nazi mass movement. To present, of all
things, the Nazis and the German people as
mutually exclusive contradictions without any
overlap was and is totally wrong. For not only
did the November pogrom happen in full view of
the public — the Nazis also had mass organiza-
tionswithmore than 12 million ‘Volksgenossen’
(‘national comrades’), the Nazi party had se-
veralmillion members in 1938, the Nazis had an
enthusiastic and fanatical mass following in all
sections of the German people!

After the deportation of his parents to Poland,
the 17-year-old Herschel Grynszpan from Ha-
nover bought a 6,35 mm revolver and demon-
stratedto theworld that itwas urgently necessa-
ry to shoot Nazis like Ernst Rath, a Nazi diplo-
mat in the German embassy in Paris, into the
head, to carry out armed actions, to lead a fight
to the death against the Nazi murderers! The
international fight to the death against the Na-
zZis, in which the armed struggle was absolutely
indispensable, was not only a fight against sin-
gle Nazi leaders. It was also a fight against
Janatic German masses, who, until May 1945,
supported the armed Nazi forces against the
forces of the Anti-Hitler Coalition in a degree
that is scarcely believable!”

After this, the leaflet describes the historical events
with facts and eyewitnesses’ reports by surviving vic-
tims of the Nazi genocide. In a separate section “Some
facts concerning the robbery of the property of the
Jewish population”, the leaflet deals with the so-
called Nazi “aryanization measures”. During them,
German monopoly capital enriched itself in abig way,
profiteering from this gigantic robbery of the property
ofthe deported Jewsin Nazi Germany. So did, although
in a smaller dimension, large masses of the exploited
and oppressed working people.

The leaflet goes on to discuss the question which
function anti-Semitism fulfilled for the German impe-
rialists during various phases. As far as the situation in
1938 is concerned,

“the function of the large-scale November




pogrom of 1938 [cannot] be equated with the
function, for example, of the large pogroms
carried out by tsarismin Russiain 1905 inorder
to divert the masses of the working people and
the exploited in the countryside from revolutio-
nary struggle and the revolution itself. For in
1938, in Germany, there was no revolutionary
situation... Onthe contrary, the mass base of the
Nazi regime was probably at no time broader
than in autumn 1938.”

The leaflet then analyses important hints about the
function of anti-Semitism that are contained in the work
of the KPD comrade Paul Merker, “The Third Reich
and its Fall” and draws the following conclusion:

“Indeed, racism, chauvinism and anti-Semi-
tism were not only a suitable antidote against
the class struggle of the proletariat..., but also
offered a suitable pseudo-scientific reason for
the Nazi plans for world domination, for the
subjugation and enslavement of other peoples,
whichdoes not even stop from the extermination
of peoples represented as ‘inferior.’ It is also
very important to notice the fact that anti-Semi-
tism, which was implemented in a harsher and
harsher manner, had an essential practical
function for the Nazi ‘education’ of broad mas-
ses, especially of the youth, for the execution of
the Nazi politics with all its crimes.”

In the section “On the communist line of the
struggle against Nazi fascism on the background of
the masses in Germany poisoned with the Nazi
ideology,” the leatlet deals with the question of the
blame for Nazi fascism and its bestial crimes, a questi-
on which has to be treated in a differentiated manner:
The main blame must undoubtedly be assigned to
German imperialism, followed by hundreds of thou-
sands of Nazi henchmen, followed in turn by an over-
whelming majority of the population

“...who did not do anything against the anti-
Semitic terror, didnot energetically stood by the
Jews’ side in their horrible torment and fear of
death and did not support them. This is the
decisive point, fromwhich follows a big compli-
city of the exploited and working masses with the
Nazi crimes... On the other hand, we have the
organized anti-Nazi resistance (accompanied
by individual acts of resistance) of a minority of
the German population who actively fought
against Nazi fascism.”

Theleafletemphasizes some of the examples forsuch
resistance actions during the November pogrom, not
least because they serve to stress the complicity of all
those others who did nothing.

In addition, the leaflet contains a 16-page supple-
ment in which three central documents of the commu-
nist workers’ movement in Germany on the struggle
against anti-Semitism were reprinted and evaluated
critically: the “Resolution against anti-Semitism”
passed by the German social democracy in 1893, when
they were still revolutionary, as well as the speech of
Bebelexplaining the resolution, and finally, the declara-
tion of the Central Committee of the KPD ““A gainst the
disgrace of the pogroms against the Jews” of No-
vember 1938, In criticising the partly serious mistakes
and false estimations of the KPD declaration, delivered
after the November pogrom, the leaflet emphasizes the
necessity of atough

“...critique, [which should, however, carried
out in the spirit of] solidarity, of those who put
their life on the line, faced not only with the Nazi
dictatorship, but also with the widespread Nazi
influence among the broad mass of the people —
andwho, by alittle self-deception and an appeal
to the democratic conscience of certain parts of
the population in Germany tried to boost their
own hope in order to develop and advance the
struggle in Germany. This necessary and rigo-
rous critique of the appeal of the Central Com-
mittee of the KPD of 1938 is perhaps one of the
most dramatic examples for the fact that solida-

‘rity and a rigorous critique are not mutually
exclusive.”
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The January leaflet of "Gegen die Stromung” carried the title:

”During the last months, the new government
of the social democrats and the Greens (SPD-
Griine) has acceleratedthe politics of the sealing
off of the country and of deportation. The mini-
ster of the interior Schily outstripped his prede-
cessor Kanther. He trumpeted that the ”Ger-
man boat is full,” that immigration has to be
reduced "to zero,” and he accelerated and
accelerates the closing-off- and deportation laws
as well as the deportation measures of his
predecessors. In this, the Nazi-supported reac-
tionary signature collection by the CDU/CSU
againstthe SPD/Green government’s project of
‘double citizenship’ was awelcome eventfor the
government enabling it to divert from its own
actual reactionary politics in the spirit of Ger-
man nationalism. The effort of the SPD and the
Greens to split the people declared as ‘foreig-
ners’into ‘desirables’ and ‘undesirables’ have
not been without effect. This is reason enough
not to get stuck in a discussion of juridical
details, and instead of this to develop a princi-
pled Communist point of view concerning the
revolutionary perspective and the revolutiona-
ry co-operation of the workers of different na-
tionalities in Germany. This is possible only on
the basis of the recognition of the also existing
progressive aspects of the modern migration of
nations, possible only in the struggle against all
varieties of the chauvinist incorporation poli-
tics carried out by various pseudorevolutionary

organisations towards the workers from other

couniries.”

After this, the following main points and aspects are
subjected to a closer view:

O Reasons for the existence of a Commu-
nist Party in every area of work on the basis
of proletarian internationalism

Q The historical genesis of nation states
and muliination states and the modern mi-
gration of nations under imperialisim

Itis made clear that the modern migration of nations
is notonly aninescapable consequence of imperialism,
but that it also offers favourable possibilities for the
development of class struggle: “...only reactionaries
can close their eyes before the progressive signifi-
cance of this modern migration of nations” (Lenin).
Afterananalysis of the modern migration of nations, the
leaflet further comments on the following matters:

Q Fight the “divide and rule” politics of
German imperialism thoroughly!

Questions concerning the common
struggle and the revolutionary perspective

Q Historical and present experiences

The decisive imporiance of the struggle
against German chauvinism

G Basic principles of a differentiated ap-
proach and of the individual admission into
the CP ’

The complete text of this leaflet which has only been exposed
in extracts can be obtained in Turkish, French, English and
German from Buchladen Georgi Dimitroff, Koblenzer Str. 4,
60327 Franldurt, Fax 069/730920




Our February leaflet carried the title:

"The last days and weeks since the arrest of
the chairman of the PKK, Ocalan, the days and
weeks of the militant demonstrations, the oc-
cupations of embassies and other just actions in
Turkey, in Europe and also in Germany cannot
be an occasion for petty tactical discussions for
us. We must elaborate three core ideas.: FIRST:
The Kurdish population in Turkey has a demo-
cratic right to their language and culture, has a
democratic right to separation from the Turkish
state and to their own state. SECOND: The
Turkish state is a corrupt and reactionary for-
ture state through and through; it has to be
destroyed in the common revolutionary struggle
of the workers, the revolutionary movement of
the peasants in the countryside and of the va-
rious democratic nationalities in Turkey, which
has to lead to armed struggle. THIRD: German
imperialism and all other reactionaries of the
world can never constitute any supportwhatsoe-
ver for any progressive movement. German
imperialism bears a crucial responsibility for
military massacres, police terror and torture in
Turkey, whose victim is not least the Kurdish
population. The renewed military offensive of
the Turkish army, employing 10,000 soldiers in
Irag against the armed Kurdish liberation
struggle, is being carried out also and primarily
with the help of German arms and German
money!”

The leaflet then elaborates the following core points:

Turkey — a country dependent on impe-
rialism

s Fight the iwin tactics of international
counterrevolution against the Kurdish libe-
ration movement!

Againstthe reactionary offensive against
the Kurdish liberation struggle, let’s advan-

ce proletarian internationalism!

German police terror and anti-Kurdish slan-
der

In a separate section titled “Ahemt Acar, Sma Alp
and Mustafa Kurt shot in Berlin by the Israeli secret
service, 16 other Kurdish comrades severely wound-
ed,” it is said:

" One musthardly guess to conclude that the
German police noticed the brutality and total
lack of restraint of the Israeli secret service
agentswithgreatjoy, ifitdid notprovoke it in the
Jirstplace.”

s Exemplary action in Greece: Strengthen
and expand the common action with the
Kurdish comrades!

"Regardless of whether world imperialism
succeeds in defeating the Kurdish liberation
movement for a short while, or of whether the
liberation struggle will continue to expand — in
the long run, imperialism and the Turkish tor-
ture state have lost their public face even more,
which will to continue to strengthen the antiim-
perialist struggle even more! German imperia-
lism must be unmasked as one of the main
puppeteers and overlord of the Turkish ruling
classes! Death to German imperialism, milita-
rism and revanchism!”

Besides, the leaflet contains the press statement of
Gegen die Strimung, the bookshop Georgi Dimitroff
and the Vertrieb fiir Internationale Literatur con-
cerning the search of the Buchladen Georgi Dimitroff
and the Buchladen Vertrieb fiir Internationale Literatur
onthe 16" January 1999. The leaflet also deals with the
Nazi murder of the Algerianrefugee Omar Ben Noui
on the 13" February 1999 in Guben - Omar Ben Noui
was hunted to death after an organised Nazi chase in
Sfull view of the police.
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Statement of "Gegen die Strémung”, 26" March 1999:;

1) The attacks of NATO and especially of the
Bundeswehr against the state of Yugoslavia,
begunonthe 24" March, are war crimes and are
absolutely unjustifiable.

2) German imperialism started World War I,
taking events in Serbia as the occasion and
pretext, and later during World War Il assaulted
Yugoslavia with the Nazi Wehrmacht on the 6"
April 1941, committing monstrous crimes in the
process

Today, German imperialism hasinlarge mea-
sure recovered from its defeats and is now
attacking —in a coalition with other imperialist
powers — Yugoslavia for the third time. It de-
monstrates before the world that German impe-
rialism, militarism and revanchism — contrary
to all agreements of the states of the Anti-Hitler
Coalition in 1945 — has long regenerated itself
as an autonomous hotbed of war, as an especi-
ally aggressive imperialist big power that gets
stronger and stronger. For the first time since
1945, German imperialism once again sends
out its soldiers on a mission of murder as a
Warring power.

3) The bombardment of another state by the
army of German imperialism — now even drop-
ping the UN-mandate usually employed by the
imperialists as a fig-leaf — also means another
step towards militarisation and creeping fasci-
smwithin Germany. A characteristic feature of
all this is that the ideologues of the German
imperialists, who justyesterday still talked about
their ”Grundgesetz” (basic law) on a daily
basis, are now breaking the article of their own
basic lawwhich theywereforcedto accept by the
Anti-Hitler Coalition and as a concession to the
struggle of the peoples against Nazi-fascism,
and which expressly stated the ban on wars of
aggression. (The bourgeois penal legislation
provides for a punishment of ten years prison up
to a life sentence for the preparation of a war of
aggression.) Breaking their own constitution is
already a clear hint ar the amount of arbitrari-
ness in the manner of the police state which

antimilitarist mass struggles against the war of
the German imperialists have to look forward
to. For the militaristic mobilisation of the popu-
lation, the image of the ”German mother” stan-
ding behind her “struggling sons” is already
being massively disseminated. Militaristic catch-
phrases, warmongering stereotypes and propa-
ganda methods from the arsenal of Goebbels
are being activated creatively. This is especially
true for the anti-Serbian slander going back to
the time of World War I and especially World
war I, when the German Nazi occupiers com-
mitted monstrous crimes especially against the
Serbian population.

4) Core of the mendacious propaganda of the
German militarists and revanchists — as was
always the case during the last years —were the
supposedly humanitarian reasons for the inter-
vention. According to them, the important thing
to do now is to be at the side of the Albanian
population of the Kosovo and to prevent Albani-
an refugee flows,

The mendacity and the reactionary character

of this argument is threefold.:

First, it is only the peoples of Yugoslavia
themselves—who are being turned against each
other by theimperialists, especially the German
imperialists according to the motto " divide and
rule” —who can fight and defeat these deathly

Jorms of nationalism. The bombing of the Serbi-

an population, supposedly being "in the in-
terests of the Albanian population,” only
strengthen the opportunities of Serbian reactio-
nary forces to commit massacres of the Albani-
an minority under the cover of demagogic ma-
noeuvres. In this murderous manner, the at-
mosphere of mutual mistrust and mutual hatred
created by the Serbian and Albanian nationa-
lists can only be deepened and enhanced.

Second: The German imperialists employ a
few corruprAlbanian top functionaries and their
followers for their big power goals. As a goal of
the war against Yugoslavia, they want to install




a supposedly " self-reliant” state of Kosovo un-
der the overarching rule of and as an operatio-
nal area for German imperialism — possibly as
a ”Larger Albania,” as was the case under the
tutelage of the Italian and Nazi fascists, just as
German imperialism created the Croatian state
asits sphere of influence in 1991 in the tradition
of the fascist Ustasha state.

Thejust Albanian national liberation struggle
against the decade-long state oppression by the
Serbian chauvinist forces loses all its democra-
tic and progressive content if it is transformed
into an adjunct of the advance of German impe-
rialism, if it joins NATO and German imperia-
lism instead of relying on its own autonomous
armed forces.

Intheinexorable struggle against the nationa-
list and chauvinist politics of division and opp-
ression, the peoples of former Yugoslavia will
come to recognise with the help of emerging
revolutionary, Communist organisations that
they can and must fight together against impe-
rialism and reaction, which is only possible on
ademocratic basis, which in turnmust effective-
ly safeguard the right of national self-determi-
nation, including the right of separation from
existing states.

Third, however, thewar of aggression against
Yugoslavia is but another step for German im-
perialism on its future road — not only towards
the east— to take revenge for the defeat inflicted
on it by the peoples and states of the Anti-Hitler
Coalitionin 1945 after awar employing guerril-
la warfare as well as regular armies. The ideo-
logy of revanchism serves the goal to expand the
exploitative possibilities of the German impe-
rialists by all, including military, means.

The expansion of the power of German impe-
rialism is directed not only against the peoples
immediately threatened, exploited and oppres-
sed by it, but also and this ever more so against
the other imperialist big powers with whom it is
enmeshed in a bitter struggle for world domina-
tion. Through the acceleration of local wars of
aggression, the world-wide danger of wars bet-
ween imperialist big powers is enhanced signi-
ficantly.

5) The war of aggression of the German impe-
rialists against Yugoslavia is also a conscious

f

andplannedprovocation in order to find out the
degree to which the population in Germany is
already willing to be harnessed to the cause of
militarism and warmongering. The fewer mili-
tantprotests, thefewer educationalwork against
German imperialism, the fewer successes in the
development of an antimilitarist mass move-
ment we can achieve, the more audacious and
massive German imperialism will become in its
advance. We therefore have to condemn prima-
rily and frontally German imperialism and its
warlike aggression against Yugoslavia, tospread
information on its further imperialist goals and
to enhance the militant struggle against Ger-

man imperialism, militarism and revanchism —
without any illusions about the Yugoslavian
state, without any compromiseswiththe Serbian
and Albanian nationalists and reactionaries,

and in full solidarity with all democratic and
revolutionary forces.
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On the occasion of May Day, “Gegen die Stromung” published the leaflet:

“The last weeks did not only represent a
military offensive of the Bundeswehr- and
NATO- troops against Yugoslavia, but also a
political and psychological offensive, carried
out mainly with the help of television, that
was designed to disorient and confuse oppon-
ents and sceptics of the war against Yugosla-
via, to drive them into a corner and to defuse
their arguments. A certain variety of oppon-
ents of the war is, however, even courted by
the war-mongers. The condition for this is,
however, the following genuflection: They
must ‘accept’ that all people — opponents as
well as proponents of the war — only argue
about the best way ‘for us good Germans to
help the Kosovo-Albanian refugees’.

1t is therefore a basic task to become aware
and make others aware of the fact that the war
against Yugoslavia doesn’t serve the protec-
tion of the Kosovo-Albanian population, and
also, why this is so. As soon as we take up the
struggle against the war-mongering, at work,
at school or in the streets, we will detect imme-
diately that our own presentation of evidence
must be watertight in every respect. We must
have principled as well as concrete arguments
without getting lost in subordinated details or
even falling into one of the many propagandi-
stic traps. Based on the experiences of the war
against Yugoslavia we can and must make
clear: The present political and military de-
velopments show, demonstrate and prove the
essential nature of imperialism, the way it
works and the role German imperialism incre-
asingly plays in the world ...”

After this, the leaflet deals with the demagoguery,
with the demagogic lies and manoeuvres employed as
means of the imperialist conduct of war, which it is
our task to which we must unmask as means of the
imperialist conduct of war:

“...We must be aware of one fact: there are
cases when the imperialists, especially the Ger-
man imperialiists, simply resort to lies without
there being any real problem to which their lies
are connected. Things are going to be much
more complicated, however, when the imperia-
lists link their demagoguery to actually existing
problems and facts in order to become ideolo-

- gically offensive ... If we want to unmask this
demagogic manoeuvre according to which Ger-
man imperialism only cares about the protec-
tion of the refugees, we must avoid two traps:

Whoever, facing the whipped up and hy-
sterical atmosphere, does not only unmask
the exaggerations — for example, the treq-
ting of the oppression of the Kosovo-Alba-
nian population as equivalent to the Nazi
genocide — and the demagogic exploitation
of the facts by the imperialists, but also de-
nies the oppression itself will, faced with the
undeniable facts, get in the defensive and
can only loose. On the other hand, everybo-
dy who declares what is surely necessary:
that the Milosevic regime is anything but
democratic, that the Serb soldiery has been
put down and massacred the just struggle of
the Kosovo-Albanian population against na-
tional oppression for decades, runs the even
greater risk of giving approval to the Ger-




man imperialists, of agreeing to a debate of
the ‘that’s right, but ... -type.

But the crucial point here is that we don’t
agree in any way to German imperialism; on
the contrary, we make clear that the present
incited nationalist atmosphere between the
peoples of the region was created not least by
imperialism, especially by German imperia-
lism...”

After the separate sections “The absurdity of the
comparison between Kosova and Auschwitz” and
“The PDS (Party of Democratic Socialism) and
German imperialism”, the leaflet concentrates on the
so-called “humanitarian aid”, which at is the main
demagoguery topic:

Three central arguments for the un-
masking of the demagoguery about the
so-called “humanitarian motives”

B Violation of human rights 1: persecution,
deprivation of rights, oppression and
deportation terror against refugees in
Germany.

B Violation of human rights 2: persecution,
deprivation of rights, oppression and depor-
tation terror against refugees from Kosova

Violation of human rights 3: German
imperialism as the wire-puller and the
cause of human rights violations in other
countries

The real interests of German imperialism ...

First bombs for destruction, then re-
construction ...

B FExtension of the big power interests of
German imperialism in the region

Imperialist deathly quiet of the graveyard in
the “trouble region” Albania

B Extension of the dominant position of
German imperialism in East Europe and
Southeast Europe

German arms for the protection of German
money

Enhanced rivalry with the other imperialist
big powers

In its conclusion, the leaflet says:

“The imperialist solution can never be a
solution for the peoples. It is rather another
demagogic manoeuvre to ask the opponents
of the war hypocritically to put forward alter-
native solutions, all in the full knowledge that
in the short run and in the framework of the
imperialist economic world order, there are
no acceptable solutions at all. A real solution
of the question requires the courage to look at
the revolutionary truth.

‘As soon as the peoples talk among them-
selves, the will quickly achieve unity ...’ — this
very appropriate statement also means that the
way to the point when the peoples themselves
talk and have a say in their affairs is a very
long and complicated one. Without the com-
mon struggle of the peoples who are at present
still incited by nationalism, without their com-
mon struggle against imperialist exploitation,
oppression and the local reactionary compra-
dor cliques, without the recognition that this
military conflict is only the tip of the iceberg, is
only the beginning of a new period of local and
large international military conflicts, without
the thorough knowledge and the firm convic-
tion concerning the essence of imperialism, the
way it functions, and the reasons why it always
results in military conflicts — without all this,
there will never be a real solution of national
problems and a peaceful living together of the

. peoples.

... The perspective of the struggle can only
be the revolutionary overthrow of the hitherto
existing social order, the armed struggle
against the dominance of the imperialist big

- powers and against domestic reaction.

If we want to lead this struggle successfully,
it is absolutely indispensable that we also deal
with the history of our ‘own’ imperialism, with
its crimes and the whole arsenal of criminal
demagogueries. It is our task to support active-
Iy all revolutionary forces of the region and to
unmask and fight the present big power in-
terests of German imperialism. Against the
‘humanitary’ demagoguery of German impe-
rialism, we have to say: In order to really
support the peoples of the region, it is our first
and foremost task to unmask German imperia-
lism as the wire-puller and profiteer of the
oppression and the poverty of these peoples!”

b
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The leaflet of May/June carried the title:

“In the discussion among the opponents of
the war against Yugoslavia, it turns out with
increasing clarity that even the more radical
opponents are hardly able to name and ex-
plain the deeper causes and reasons of this
war in a more than superficial manner. But
from the topical political analyses alone, wit-
hout any connection to the laws of the world-
wide imperialist system, it is impossible to
gain any understanding. Thus in publications,
in contributions to discussions and at mee-
tings it is said again and again that Germany
should liberate itself from the supposed ‘tute-
lage of the United States’. But this is an impe-
rialist position based on German nationalism.
It is one of the main points of the program of
German imperialism to increasingly push
through and execute its autonomous big po-
wer interests increasingly without and even
against US-imperialism. This process cannot
be really understood without the knowledge of
the law of the disparity of development bet-
ween the imperialist powers. Above all, the
perspectives of the struggle against this impe-
rialist war cannot be developed and explained
without this knowledge. Imperialism has been
existing now for approximately one hundred
years, but works by Lenin such as ‘Imperia-
lism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism’ and
‘Imperialism and the Split in Socialism’ are
still more topical than ever. To study, to pro-
pagate and to fight! — this also and especially
means to gain clarity about the topicality of
Lenin’s theory of imperialism and to spread
this clarity to other comrades.”

After an explanation of the roots and the historical
emergence of Lenin’s “Imperialism, the Highest Sta-
ge of Capitalism”, the leaflet goes on to work out the
following core points of Lenin’s work, and to explain

_them in connection with the present situation:

Imperialism as the monopoly stage of
capitalism

The following characteristic features of imperialism
are discussed on the basis of passages from Lenin’s
work;

B The domination of the monopolies

The new role of the banks, of finance
capital and the financial oligarchy

B The export of capital

B The division of the world among the
capitalist combines and the division of the
world among the great powers

B The political meaning of imperialism is
reaction all along the line

Several special sections outline topical data and
facts, giving “Glimpses of the economic strengthe-
ning of West/German imperialism
after 1945, or commenting “On the role of the
Deutsche Bank”. In an additional detailed box,
central quotes from the works of Lenin and Stalin on
the special aggressiveness of German imperialism
are collected and commented.

The inevitability of imperialist wars in the
epoch of the domination of finance capital

the law of the disparate development leads
to imperialist wars

B Stalin’s defence against the developing
modern revisionism of Lenin’s thesis of the
inevitability of imperialist wars

‘Peaceful” imperialist alliances prepare
wars

Imperialism as parasitic and decaying
capitalism

The labour’s aristocracy as the social basis
of opportunism within the working class
movement

“... The German imperialists use a part of
the super-profits they squeeze from the parti-
cularly brutal exploitation of other peoples
and the working people from other countries
of origin living in Germany in order to buy
and breed for themselves a particular section




of the working class as their agency. Particu-
larly ‘overseers’ and ‘sergeants’ in the facto-
ries, but also parts of the better qualified
workers are privileegd and are separated
from the lower sections of the working class
thereby. In this way, they are bound more or
less closely to German imperialism, they are
bribed and bought by imperialism ...”

B Effects of imperialism on the situation of the
workers of the oppressor nations

Lenin attached great importance to the difference
between the workers of the oppressor nation compa-
red to the situation of their class brothers and -sisters
in the neo-colonial dependant countries. He stressed
the fact that the proletariat of the oppressor nation is
to a certain extent partner of its bourgeoisic in the
exploitation of the oppressed peoples:

“... This process creates the material basis
for the infection of broader parts of the wor-
king class with the poison of social chauvi-
nism, for their readiness to defend their ‘own’
bourgeoisie in the struggle for the division of
the imperialist loot ...

From this follow several basic tasks in the
struggle for the revolutionising of the workers
here: Against arrogance, chauvinism and ra-
cism, for the education towards proletarian
internationalism. The workers have the inter-
nationalist duty to support at most the struggle
of the workers from other countries of origin,
the proletariat and the oppressed peoples —
especially in ‘their’ countries for ‘their’ revo-
lution, above all for the revolution in the
coutries which depend on their ‘own’ imperia-
lism...”

In a special section “Where there is oppression,
there is also resistance!” some highlights of the in-
ternational struggles against imperialism and reaction
during the last years are stressed. The leaflet further
says:

The contradictions of imperialism can be
really solved only in the proletarian revolution

“... Studying Lenin’s book on imperialism
shows what a powerful and highly organized
enemy imperialism is, what enormous forces
and reserves it has at its disposal. This is the
one side. But Lenin’s analysis also shows with

irrefutable logic that the basic contradictions
of capitalism get sharper under imperialism ...
Even if imperialism succeeds, for a short while
or even a longer period, to strengthen and
consolidate itself, the basic contradictions of
the imperialist world system reproduce them-
selves on an even larger scale ...

In the face of a seemingly all-powerful impe-
rialism, in the face of the economic, political
and military advance of imperialism in general
and German imperialism in particular, we must
stress against any emerging defeatism and pes-
simism: The weakness of imperialism comes
out only when and only because the revolutio-
nary forces fight a steadfast struggle against
imperialism and all reactionaries! The history
of imperialism is simultaneously the history of
the struggle of the working class and the opp-
ressed peoples against imperialism. For the
imperialists, there will be no peace. Where the-
re is oppression, there is also always resi-
stance.

But another thing is also true: the heroic,
sacrificing struggle of the peoples alone
doesn’t lead to victory. Only when this struggle
is led and organised consciously, with a clear
goal and thought-out in a scientific manner, by
the workers with their Communist Party at the
head - only then the imperialist world system
can be successfully defeated in an armed life-
or-death struggle ...” ‘
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Iin July, “Gegen die Strémung” published the leaflet

In the introduction of the leaflet is said;

“Nearly unnoticed by the public, the Nazis
in Germany are committing their murderous
crimes. There are quite a few people who even
say that it is ‘not as bad with the Nazis’ as it
used to be only a few years ago. But appea-
rances are deceptive, and that’s exactly what
they want them to be. In fact, the Nazi move-
ment has gained strength and has consolida-
ted during the last months and years, and the
situation for all people in Germany threate-
ned by the racist-nationalist Nazi terror is
worsening even more.

The state apparatus of German imperia-
lism, its policemen, judges, attorneys and
politicians hush up and play down all of this,
hand in hand with the bourgeois media
which minimise the Nazi crimes and conceal
the political motivation of the Nazis. The fact
that in Germany, Nazis beat to death, slay,
stab or burn alive people who they consider
their ‘enemies’, that they desecrate Jewish
cemeteries and sully synagogues — all of this
is barely worth a headline anymore, all this
is supposed to be ‘nothing of particular im-
portance’ anymore and is to be accepted just
as the number of traffic victims is.

These manoeuvres have proven to be not
without effects, even among progressive
forces, and a terrible ‘habituation effect’ is
making itself felt. In order to break this
vicious circle, all revolutionary forces must
face the task to declare war to the ‘German
conditions’ and to fight against this terrible
power of habituation, passivity and resigna-
tion!”

The leaflet then goes on to describe some highlights on
certain aspects and facts of the daily Nazi terror, of
the daily Nazi crimes: For example, the Nazi murders
of the last two and three years, or the steadily continuing
Nazi terror in the form of murder attempts, arson at-
tacks, devastations, chases, assaults, attacks and threats
by the Nazi scum, accompanied in particular by a moun-
ting number of anti-Semitic crimes during the last years,
in addition the creation of so-called “liberated areas” of
the Nazis, which are municipal quarters and villages
where those threatened by the Nazi terror can hardly go
without risking their life and health, especially if they go
there alone or at night, or the accelerating “anti-
antifa(scist)” activities of the Nazis, the rising number of
Nazi marches taking place nearly every weekend some-
where in Germany, and finally the mounting membership
of the Nazi gangs and parties, the rising circulation of the

.Nazi agitation press, and last, but not least, the military

equipment of the Nazis, which continues to get better
and better, as proven by the recent detection of Nazi
weapon depots. In the next section “How the state ap-
paratus and the media of German imperialism hush
up the Nazi terror and protect the Nazis”, the leaflet
cites some examples for the system of deceit and cover-
ing up developed to perfection by the state apparatus and
the media of German imperialism in order to nip in the
bud any protests against the Nazi crimes and to push
through a nearly complete “habituation” to Nazi terror.
The leaflet then continues:

O Tasks in the struggle against the daily
Nazi crimes

“Against the rise of the Nazi terror, im-
portant struggles and resistance have de-
veloped in many places. ... It is our task to link
up to these struggles. It is necessary that mili-
tant and centrally organized actions encom-
passing tens of thousands of persons are car-
ried out...




Countering the system disinformation, co-
vering up and ‘habituation’, we must carry
out autonomous investigations...

Given the daily Nazi terror and the continu-
ing rise of the Nazi movement, massive self-
help and the militant fight against the Nazi
gangs is in the fore...

But we must also realise that all this is not
sufficient. Wherever we find struggles
against the Nazis, it turns out very soon that
it is also necessary to deal with their filthy
arguments, their Fascist ideology of the
‘right of the strongest’ etc., and to fight them.
The decisive point here is the following: the
ideology of today’s Nazi movement has its
roots in the whole system of the Nazi ideology
that was official state doctrine in Germany
between 1933 and 1945 and was dissemi-
nated among millions of people. Until today,
distinct traces of the Nazi ideology can be
found in the thinking of a large part of the
German population. But even this falls short.
Just as Nazi-Fascism was only a particular
Jorm of the rule of German financial capital,
of German imperialism: namely, its ‘open ter-
rorist dictatorship’, the Nazi ideology is basi-

cally only the extraordinary extreme of the
ideology of the German bourgeoisie, of Ger-
man imperialism: German chauvinism — mili-
tarism — revanchism — racism — antisemitism —
antiziganism (against Sinti and Roma) — anti-
communism,

And just as German imperialism embodies
continuity and an unbroken tradition, just as
unbroken dominates its criminal ideology in
all realms of life — even in the thinking of the
masses of the working people and of the
workers. Thus, whoever wants to lead a really
uncompromising struggle against the Nazis of
today, a radical struggle that goes down to the
root, has to struggle also against German
imperialism itself and its ideology!

For that reason, the important thing is fo
have, wherever possible, further discussions
within the anti-Nazi movement on the revolu-
tionary struggle for the overthrow of the Ger-
man bourgeoisie in the proletarian revolution,
on the necessity of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat over the defeated bourgeoisie, their
Nazis and all reactionaries, as an instrument
for the eradication of capitalism and the
construction of socialism and communism,”

* K K

in August/September 1999, a twelve-page leaflet appeared, titled:

“75 years ago, on January 21, 1924, Lenin
died. Studying the whole of his writings, espe-
cially of his most basic works, is a decisive
task for all revolutionaries who really and
continuously want to struggle for the socialist
revolution, for the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat, for communism. In his work ‘The Foun-
dations of Leninism’ which appeared imme-
diately after Lenin’s death, Stalin explained
indispensable bases for the study of Leninism.
In the ‘History of the CPSU(B) — Short Cour-
se’, published in 1938, among other things, a
presentation is given which was in many
respecis a scientific summary of the theoreti-
cal and practical accomplishments of Lenin,
In addition to that, the Lenin biography that

originally was published in 1946 and has
been reedited in 1999 by the publisher ‘Olga
Benario und Herbert Baum’ gives more than
400 pages of an exciting and highly intere-
sting account of Lenin’s life and work in the
form of a ‘short survey’.

Many comrades cannot perhaps imagine
anymore the deadly and pointing hatred with
which Lenin challenged the ‘big shots’ of the
imperialist world and made them suffer severe
defeats, the trenchant and devastating cri-
tique with which Lenin challenged and defea-
ted the phrasemongering opportunists and the
liars and deceivers who called themselves ‘lef-
tists’. This was Lenin who was able like no

1
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other to turn hatred into energy, and who,
because of his honesty, was considered by the
wretched of the earth as their Lenin, even if
perhaps they did not know how to put it in
words...”

The leaflet then goes on;

“Lenin doesn’t deceive — he didn’t flatter
the masses, he struggled unsparingly for the
truth. Lenin knew that it was possible for the
dictatorship of the proletariat to be once
again overthrown after the victory of the Oc-
tober Revolution. He knew and time and again
stressed that class struggle becomes sharper
and sharper under the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat:

‘The abolition of the classes requires a
long, difficult, stubborn class struggle which,
after the overthrow of capitalist rule, after
the destruction of the bourgeois state, affer
the establishment of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, does not disappear (as the vulgar
representatives of the old socialism and the
old Social-Democracy imagine), but merely
changes its forms and in many respects be-

comes fiercer.’
(Lenin, ‘Greetings to the Hungarian Workers,” 1919, Collec-
ted Works, vol, 29, p. 389)

Lenin saw the danger of a restoration of
capitalism very clearly:

‘The transition from capitalism to commu-
nism takes an entire historical epoch. Until
this epoch over, the exploiters inevitably
cherish the hope of restoration, and this
hope turns into affempts at restoration. Af-
ter their first serious defeat, the over-
thrown exploiters — who had not expected
their overthrow, never believed it possible,
never conceded the thought of it — throw
themselves with energy grown tenfold, with
furious passion and hatred grown a hund-
redfold, into the battle for the recovery of
the ‘paradise’, of which they were deprived,
on behalf of their families, who had been
leading such a sweet and easy life and whom
now the ‘common herd’ is condemning to
ruin and destitution (or to ‘common’ labour
...). In the train of the capitalist exploiters
follow the wide sections of the pretty bour-
geoisie, with regard to whom decades of hi-
storical experience of all countries testify
that they vacillate and hesitate, one day

marching behind the proletariat and the
next day taking fright at the difficulties of
the revolution; that they become panic-
stricken at the first defeat or semi-defeat of
the workers, grow nervous, run about aim-
lessly, snivel, and rush from one camp into
the other ...’

(Lenin, “The Proletarian Revolution and Renegade
Kautsky,” 1918, Collected Works , vol. 28, p. 254)

Among all these manifold struggles, Lenin
particularly stressed the ideological struggle
against the ‘power of habituation’ ... Lenin
stressed that the communists could not afford
not to correct mistakes, that self-criticism
against arrogance is decisive for ‘Nobody and
nothing can bring us down, apart from our
own mistakes.’ (Lenin, Collected Works, vol. 32, p. 58)

The revisionist-counterrevolutionary de-
velopment of the socialist Soviet Union after
the death of Stalin — a development into a
reactionary police state, an imperialist super
power — is a bitter testimony for how trenchant
Lenin’s and Stalin’s analyses about the neces-
sity of the intensification of class struggle in
socialism had been.

To study Lenin’s life also means — particu-
larly in Germany today — to intensely study
Lenin’s life before 1918 during the prepara-
tion and execution of the armed revolution,
during the building of the Communist
Party...” '

Oriented on the biography of Lenin which first
appeared in 1946, the leaflet tries, based on the most
pressing ideological questions and problems in Germany,
to make a contribution for such a study of the life and
struggle of Lenin. Apart from biographical descriptions,
the leaflet also deals with the meaning of Lenin’s basic
writings in the context of the stages in Lenin’s life in
which they were written.

& Lenin’s development into a Marxist,
proletarian revolutionary, a communist

B The “League of Struggle for the
Emancipation of the Working Class” - first
core of a revolutionary Marxist party in
Russia

B “What We Should Start With?”

B “Whatls To Be Done?”




B “One Step Forward, Two Steps Back”
8 The revolution of 1905

B The struggle about the theoretical
foundations of the proletarian party during
the years of reaction

B The two-front struggle against the
liquidators of the illegal revolutionary party

B Turnaround of the imperialist war into
the civil war of the proletariat against the
bourgeoisie!

B For a new, the Third, the Communist
International!

B What is imperialism?
B “State and Revolution”
B The February Revolution of 1917

B Lenin’s “April Theses” — instructions for
the transition to the socialist revolution

B Lenin ét the head of the October
Revolution 1917

The leaflet then concludes:

”Lenin struggled even in difficult times,
even in seemingly hopeless situations with a
deep revolutionary conviction and know-
ledge, with revolutionary optimism and spirit
for the victory of the proletarian revolution in
Russia, for the creation of the Communist
International, for the proletarian world revo-
Iution. In his speech ‘Lenin’, delivered at a
Memorial Meeting of the Kremlin Military
School on January 28, 1924, Stalin had the
following to say about the treachery of the
leaders of the Second International at the
beginning of World War I:

‘Lenin at that time was the only one, or
almost the only one, to wage a determined
struggle against social-chauvinism and so-
cial-pacifism, to denounce the treachery of

the Guesdes and Kautskys, and to stigma-
tise the half-heartedness of the betwixed
and between ‘revolutionaries’. Lenin knew
that he was backed by only an insignificant
minority, but to him this was not of decisive
moment, for he knew that the only correct
policy with a future before it was the policy
of consistent internationalism, that a policy
based on principle is the only correct poli-
cy. We know that in this fight for a new
International, too, Lenin proved the victor.
‘A policy based on principle is the only cor-
rect policy’ — this was the formula by means
of which Lenin took new ‘impregnable’
positions by assault and won over the best
elements of the proletariat to revolutionary

Marxism.”
(Stalin, ‘Lenin’, 1924, Collected Works, vol. 6, p. 61)

The leaflet contains as a supplement Stalin’s
speech “Lenin” delivered at a Memorial Meeting of
the Kremlin Military School on January 28, 1924, In
addition, the leaflet contains as a supplement a copy of
the “Roter Pressespiegel” (available in German
only) No. 4/99. The bimonthly “Roter Pressespiegel” is
an overview of articles of the bourgeois, democratic
and opportunist press, organised according to the
topics German imperialism inside and outside, struggles
and protests in Germany and internationally. The
“Roter Pressespiegel” can be ordered from the Buch-
laden Georgi Dimitroff.

~
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Koblenzer Str. 4, 60327 Frankfurt/M.
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*E-Mail: BuLaGDimi@aol.com
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- | Information for revolutionary and Marxist-
Leninist _forces of all countries

Excerpts and synopsis from the publications by “Gegen die Stromung” — Organ for the
Building of the Revolutionary Communist Party of Germany: Octeber—December 1999

- 4 Appears quaterly in Turkish, French, ENGLISH, Spanish, ltalian and Russian b 4

The October leaflet of "Gegen die Stromung” carried the title:

OCBOOE00

“After the massacre of hundreds of thou-
sands of followers of the Communist Party of
Indonesia in 1965, after the military invasion
and subsequent occupation of East Timor in
1975, the bloody hangmen’s regime of Indo-
nesia has reached a new climax of cruelty
with the expulsion and murder of hundreds of
thousands of East Timorese during the past
few weeks. The strategy of scorched earth, of
slaughter and of expulsion executed by the
Indonesian military as well as by the death
squads allied with it is also meant as a
warning to the other peoples within the fron-
tiers of the Indonesian state and of the territo-
ries occupied by it, as well as to the revolutio-
nary movement,

German imperialism, actually one of the
main wire-pullers and supreme masters of the
Indonesian torture state, now washs its hands
of the matter, crying hypocritically ‘The inter-
national community has to act!’. At the same
time, it pretends it has to be asked twice to put
its military flag prominently on display - un-
der the mask of ‘medical aid,” but for the
‘protection of certain German interests,” as
war minister Scharping formulated it. After
Cambodia in 1993, the participation of Ger-
man soldiers here is an important milestone in
the advance of German imperialism in South-
east Asia.”

O The trail of blood left by the Indonesian

hangmen’s regime

B Counterrevolutionary massacre of members ofthe
Communist Party and other revolutionaries in 1965

B Mass murder of the population of East Timor after
the military occupation by the Indonesian military in
1975

B Expulsion and mass murder of the population of
East Timor by the Indonesian military in 1999

O German imperialism — exploiter and
oppressor of the peoples on the national
territory of Indonesia and of the territories
occupied by it

In the section with the title “Habibie on Habibie: ‘I
am a product of a German engineering training, of
German standards of thought and value’” the life of
Habibie is taken as an example to show that German

-imperialism itself takes care of the education and cultiva-

tion of its “governors” in the countries dependent on it
and exploited by it. After a few highlights concerning
the “German-Indonesian comradeship-in-arms”,
the leaflet deals with the role of German Imperialism in
Indonesia:

“German imperialism belongs to Indonesia’s
five most important ‘trading partners’ ... After
the setting-up of military dictatorship in 1965,
German imperialism has increasingly pushed
into the Indonesian market ... The German im-
perialists are plundering the peoples on
Indonesia’s national territory and those of the
territories occupied by Indonesia not only by
means of direct exploitation in their factories
located there, through the sale of their pro-
ducts on the Indonesian market and through
the import of cheaper raw materials and pro-
ducts, but also by granting credits and squee-
zing out interest on credits ... Another instru-
ment of plunder is the so-called foreign aid.




Indonesia ranks third on the list of the recipi-
ents of ‘German foreign aid’...”

O Military, intelligence and police support

by German imperialism

“German imperialism is, after the USA and
Great Britain, the largest supplier of arms of
the Indonesian terror regime ... And the ter-
ror regime in Indonesia is equipped with
murderous arms not only by such direct de-
liveries. German imperialism has been taking
care for the erection of factories for war
materials on Indonesia’s national territory
itself for years, in order to produce these
weapons on-site...

German imperialism invests welldirectedly
into police and military know-how, into spe-
cialists, arms and arms factories in the depen-
dent countries in order to have its imperialist
exploiter’s interests secured by force of arms,
in order to gain insights into the strengths and
weaknesses of as many reactionary state ap-
paratuses as possible, in order to increase as
successfully as possible the dependence parti-
cularly of the police and the military on Ger-
man ‘technology,” as well as to arm more and
more extensively the whole state apparatus of
the countries in question. Not only does this
strengthen the position of German imperialism
in the country in question, but at the same time
this also serves to undermine and weaken the

singly unmask the crimes, the reactionary
double tactics and the role of German impe-
rialism and to support the struggle of the
peoples  exploited and oppressed on
Indonesia’s national territory and in the
territories occupied by it for their liberation
against the local comprador bourgeoisie
and world imperialism. Target of this neces-
sary struggle is also German imperialism
with its Bundeswehr (army), because it is
accelerating in a massive manner the ex-
ploitation and oppression of the working
masses in Indonesia and has become one of
the main wire-pullers and supreme masters
of the ruling classes in Indonesia. In this, all
Communist forces in Germany must know
that proletarian internationalism requires
solidarity in word and deed. We must be
aware of the fact that a communist party in
an oppressor nation

“which is hostile to imperialism in words
but in deeds does not wage a revolutionary
struggle with ‘its own’ colonies for the
overthrow of ‘its own’ bourgeoisie, does no¢
systematically assist the revolutionary work
which has already begun everywhere in the
colonies, and does not send arms and litera-
ture to the revolutionary parties in the
colonies, is a party of scoundrels and trai-

tors.”
(Lenin, “The Tasks of the Third International,” 1919, Col-
lected Works, vol, 29, p. 505 f.)

o
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In the section “The self-criticism of the CP of Indo-
nesia published thirty years ago after the bloody
massacre is still topical !’ it is said:

position of the other imperialist big powers in
the mutual competition.”

Finally, the leaflet says:

“As the Indonesian example shows, Ger-
man imperialism bets on several horses. For
one thing, on the stabilisation of the rule of
the Indonesian comprador bourgeoisie; on
the other hand, it fancies itself in the role of
the ‘defender of human rights’ and of the
‘helper’ of the East Timorese population, in
order to deceive the peoples and to get pally
with the bribed elements of the national
struggle of liberation in East Timor in good
time. This double tactics seems to be pretty
successful ... One thing is clear despite all
hypocrisy: German imperialism is one of the
forces most responsible for the oppression
and the suffering of the peoples on the na-
tional territory of Indonesia and the territo-
ries occupied by it. It is our task to uncea-

“In the centre of the self-criticism of the CP
of Indonesia was the basic attitude towards
the violent revolution and the state appara-
tus of the ruling class as well as the attitude
towards the ‘national bourgeoisie.” The line
of the preparation for, supposedly, two pos-
sible paths of revolution, for the supposedly
‘peaceful path’ and the ‘non-peaceful path’
was criticized as the core of the mistakes of
the CP of Indonesia during the time from
1945 to 1965, and as jointly responsible for
the bloody defeat in the confrontation with
the Suharto regime ...

With this self-criticism, the CP of Indone-
sia did not only settle up with its own
mistakes, but it was also the first Communist
Party that spoke out openly against the revi-
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sionist theory of the ‘two paths’ predomi-
nant in the Communist world movement at
that time. Also, the self-critical documents of
the CP of Indonesia constituted the first
really basic and thorough rejection of mo-
dern revisionism in the question concerning

»

the suppoSedly ‘peaceful path’...

As a topical short comment, the leaflet also contains a
section with the title: “The courageous resistance of
the imprisoned revolutionaries in Turkey shows: The
struggle continues!”’

* K Kk

In November/December, the leaflet appeared:

s

“When the workers of the Alcatel Kabel-
werk (cable factory) in Berlin/Neukolln lear-
ned at the end of August that that their factory
with 170 employees is to be closed down defi-
netely at the end of the year, they were finally
fed up. The colleagues were no longer ready
to accept this additional attack on their living
and work conditions without struggle. As a
climax of a struggle begun at the beginning of
the year 1999, they occupied their factory on
September 13, 1999, stopped the production
and took the products that were already fi-
nished as a bargaining lever. With this action,
the longest factory occupation in Germany
since 1993 began. On October 18, 1999, the
occupation ended after negotiations between
works council, the leadership of the metal
union IGM and the combine managers. The
aim of keeping the cable factory open was not
reached. But it is also a fact that it was the
decisive readiness for battle of the workers
that has forced Alcatel’s monopoly capitalists
to make any financial concessions at all after
nine months of struggle. And most importantly,
the workers have gained important experi-
ences in this struggle.

Considering the enormous weakness of the
labour movement in Germany, it is all the more
important to direct one’s eyes, in the struggle
against resignation and disbelief in the possi-
bility of the development of a revolutionary
labour movement, time and again towards the
- for the moment - very few, but nevertheless
existing struggles in the factories and fac-
torys, even if they are largely concealed by
the bourgeois media, in order to show the
basic beginnings of the development for a
really belligerent, revolutionary and interna-
tionalist labour movement in Germany.”

After a description of the course of the struggle of the
workers of Alcatel-Berlin, of the actions and expres-
sions of solidarity of the struggling Alcatel employees,
and of the hypocritical “support” of bourgeois politicians,
the leaflet says:

O On the significance of the struggle of the
Alcatel workers

“@ The example of Alcatel has shown that
Jactory occupations can be an important
means in the struggle of the workers, especial-
ly if they are combined with other means of
struggle, such as strikes and demonstrations.
By factory occupations, the direct lock-out of
the strikers, as well as the use of scabs for
continuing the production process can be pre-
vented. In addition to this, in a factory

. occupation, the workers are concentrated in
one location and offensive measures can be
co-ordinated easily; decisions can be taken
quickly, and all this enhances the fighting
strength,

In the atmosphere of a factory occupation
where the workers actually question the right
of disposal of the capitalists and slave-drivers
over the factory, the Communist forces have
an increasing chance that there is the sphere
and the opportunity for fundamental deba-
tes...

B The struggle of the Alcatel workers was
led in common by the workers from Germany
and those of other countries of origin, mainly
from Turkey. This serves to stress once more
that against German chauvinism and racism,
the unshakeable basis in every struggle is the
internationalist unity between the lowest sec-
tion of the working class, independent of na-




tionality, religion and colour. What is neces-
sary is a persistent, lengthy and merciless
struggle against the massively existing Ger-
man chauvinism in the consciousness of large
sections of the German workers.

B The example of Alcatel clearly shows how
important it is to anchor one’s own struggle
beyond particular unions, branches of indu-
stry and regions as broad as possible. In this,
the autonomous initiative for contact with the
workers from other factories plays an out-
standing role. One’s own struggle must be
linked to the struggle of the workers in other
countries right from the start...”

Finally, the leaflet deals with the connection of the
necessary struggle for the preservation of jobs with
the perspective of the further struggle. In the section
“The DGB-apparatus — instrument of German im-
perialism,” the leaflet deals with the question of the
unions. The DGB (German federation of trade unions)-
apparatus is connected to the state apparatus of German
imperialism in thousands of ways and is based on this
capitalist social order without any questioning:

“With the help of the imperialist super-pro-
fits reaped by German imperialism, a whole —
and not irrelevant — section of the working
class is separated from the lowest section of
the working class, gets preferential treatment
and gets more or less closely bound to Ger-
man imperialism, by which it is being bribed
and bought, This section, which is a small
minority compared to the rest of the working
class, but nevertheless forms a relatively
broad and solid section of a worker’s aristo-
cracy and also constitutes a recruitment pool
for the bureaucrats in the unions, is one of the
main instruments of the German bourgeoisie
for the dissemination of its ideology, and is a
raiding-party of reformism, German chauvi-
nism and anticommunism within the labour
movement.” :

Nevertheless, the DGB does not only consist of the
reactionary union leaders and bureaucrats, but has also
millions of members. For that reason, it is also necessary
to struggle within the unions, to unmask the DGB bos-
ses, to liquidate their influence in the labour movement,
and to win over the most belligerent colleagues for a
revolutionary perspective. The leaflet then further says:

“To initiate and develop a militant struggle

("

Contactthru: ‘\

oriented on internationalist principles and pu-
rified of all false friends, of union bureau-
crats and of worker’s aristocrats no matter
which of the bourgeois parties they belong to,
a struggle that is firmly led by the most belli-
gerent colleagues from the factories — all this
constitutes the only possible path in order to
be able to combine successes in the union
struggle — against mass discharges and wage
cut as well as against the appeasement, resi-
gnation and demoralisation spread by the
DGB bosses - with a revolutionary perspecti-
ve, to which the other aspects of the struggle
must be subordinated.

Without a systematic, broad and open
struggle against the worker’s aristocracy in
general and the worker’s bureaucracy in par-
ticular, against their politics of class reconci-
liation and reformism, against their chauvinist
ideology, the preparation of the proletariat
for the overthrow of the bourgeoisie is impos-
sible. The unity of the working class can be
forged on a revolutionary basis only without
and against this section of the worker’s
aristocracy. It has to be a unity of the lowest
section of the working class, shoulder to
shoulder with the workers of all countries
against the world system of imperialism.”

A
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