WORKERS OF ALL COUNTRES, UNITE!

WORKERS OF ALL COUNTRES AND OPPRESSED PEOPLES, UNITE!

Organ for the Building of the Marxist-Leninist Parly of West Germany

March 1892

International Womens’ Day, March 3:

Clara Zetkin - for the rights of
proletarian women in the fight for
communism

Theliving and working conditions of the great majority of women - women of the proletariat and other
working women - are worsening more and more. West/German imperialits have almost completely res-
cinded the prohibition against night-work for wermen. Possibilitics for abortion have been massively re-
stricted (the planned toughening of Paragraph 218). Ever more Kindergarden school places are being
eliminated {especially in the ex-GDR). Working women are being dismissed by the hundreds of thousands
and they find it increasingly difficalt to find another job - exceptat home in front of the stove. And pre-
cisely those wemen already largely without rights, namely working women from other countries, are

being increasingly exploited and oppressed.

On International Women's Day on March 8th, the spotlipht Is taken by those professionals at shooting
their mouths off, who speak up for the capitalistic system: male and female politicians of bourgoise
political parties, specialists of the labor unions, representatives of various so-called ‘womens’ organiza-
tions’, ete. Precisely all those direc@ly or indirectly respensible for the worsening situation of women, now
hypecritically raise a hue and cry that they are for the equality of women and against their neglect.

It’s clearly no coincidence that one of the true pioneering fighters for the equality of women, the firmly
dedicated communist Clara Zetkin isn’t mentioned with one word, is even ignored. For Clara Zetkin
proved that the oppression of women is an inseparabie part of all exploitative systems, but in particalar

of the system of capitalism and imperialism.

International Women’s Day

Intemational Womea's Day was declared in 19310 at the
11 International Soctalistic Women's Conference in Co-
penhapen at the initiative of Clara Zetkin and other women
comrades. It's goal was o pull wide masses of working
women inte the revolutionary movement for communisim
and for the complete and universal libertion of women.

Remembered thereby was the 8th of March, 1857, when
New Yerk working women protesied agaiast miserable
working conditions in a large demenstration.

Clara Zetkin emphasized this day musteasry “aninterna-
tional character'’. It should serve first of ali as agitation for
women's suffrage, whercby Clara Zetkin demanded that
this demand must *'be seen in its relation with the entire
range of women's questions according to the socialistic
view” {C. Zetkin, “‘Iaternational Women's Day™’, 1910,
Selected Speeches and Writings, Voi I, pg. 479, German
edition)

Whatis meantby *'the eatire range of women's questions
according to the sociatistic view™?

No Real Liberation for Women of
the Proletariat in Capitalism!

Clara Zetkin rightfully emphasized:

“Even the most important and lurthest-renching de-
munds for womea's rights - the full pelitical cquality of
genders, in particular that of recognizing the aclive and

puasive right to vote - is in reelity thoroughly inzdequate
to secure full riphis nad (ull freedom for women of coor
few poseasions.™

{C. Zetin, Guidelines for the communist women's movement™,
1920.cuied from: " Dhie Kommunistische Revolution und die Befreiung
der Frao®, MLSK Wien. pg. 99, Gertnan edition)

For the tight to vote

“‘doern’t nbolish ¢ither private ownership of the means
of produclios sor the closs contradiction between bourge-
obticand prolelarint;nor does it remove the cousesof eco-
nomlc dependency und exploitation of the immense mo-
Jority of women and mea by the minority of women and
men of property.””

(iad, pg. 100}
Rather, it obscures much more this dependency and ex-
ploitation. Political equality and the right to vote are only
one means among many for wemen of the proletariat

“"lo assemble andto school for the work and strupggketo
erect o soclal order which con be rescued from the demi-
nance of private property over the prople and thus, after
the climlnation of clnss contradicitions between explois
tersand exploited fobuild asocizlorder of free, equnland
equully eblipsted workers.”

{ited, pg. 100)

An improvement in the situation of working women
under the conditions of capitalism and imperialism is
possible and necessary. That can be achieved only by a
comympitted struggle, by a strong movement of male and fe-
male workers. Women'ssuffrage in Germanyin 1918 was
enly won as a resull of the November revolution! But no
illusions should be made about what's possible under the
cenditions of the dominamt West/German imperiafism.
According to the situation and strength of the class strug-

3, lution, 1916, Collected Works, Volume 23, pg. 82) 4

Paris Commune, writing to an Englis
newspaper in May 1871, said: “If the

hel” Women and teen-age chiidren fough)
in the Paris Commune side by side wit
the men. It wor't be different in the comy
ming battles for the overthrow of th
bourgecisie, Proletarian women will no
look on passively as poorly armed of
unarmed workers are shot down by the
well-ammed forces of the bourgeoisie. They;
will take to arms, as they did in 1871, and
from the cowed nations of today - or mora
correctly, from the present-day labouf
movement, disorganised more by the
opportunists than by the governments |
there wili undoubtedly arise, svoner of
later, but with absolute certainty, an in
ternaticnal league of the “terrible natlons
of the revolutionary proletariat.”

(Lenin, “Military Programme ofthe Proletarian Revo
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Clara Zetkin 1857- 1933

Clara Zetkin's e work didn't exhaust iiseli in her
decisive engagement for the rights of women of the
proletariat. She was further an arden! defender of
the socialistic Soviet Unioa under the ieadership of
Leninand Stalin, the dictatorship of the prolelariat.
Even in the okd schoot of social-democracy she'd
led an energetic fight against opportunism and re-
tormism, Chairwomen for many years of the Exe-
cutive Committee of the inlerational Red Aid, she
offered an example for protetarian internationa-
lism. And, not least, she was an embiltered oppo-
nent of facism. in her opening speech cn August
30, 1932, in her capacily as Hepresentative of the
Garman Communist Party and Elder's President of
the Reichstag Pariament, she flung a declaration
ot war of the ravotutionary proletariat against Nazi
{acists.

And even in 1923 she gave advice to antHascists
that we can't take seriously enough today:

“Proletarlan self-defense is the order of
the day. We can't fight fascism by the pat-
tern of the reformists In ltaly, who plead,
"Don't do anything to me, | won't do any-
thing to you!” Nol Vielence agalnst vie-
{ence! Notviolence as Individual terror -that
would remaln unsuccessful. But viclence
as the power of the revolutionary organized
proletarian class struggle.”

(Clara Zetkin, “The Strugyle against Faseism”, tepad given
al the extended plonum of the Executive Commmtes of the

Communist Intersational, 1623 Selocied Speachas and Wri
tings. voluma li, pp. 727, Gennan edfion}




As long as working women and men see il as
“compielely normal” and patiently endure it when the
fundamental principie of “Equal Pay for Equal Work™
is stepped on and men receive more money, then
they can't be won for such goals as socialism and
cormmunism. [n this context we encounter a basic
problem which is gladly speculated about and wron-
qly answered, but of which we must be consciousfor
the development of our work on women's questions.
A greal, indeed decisive part of the oppression of
working wornen resulls directly through capitalism, is
organized by the class enemy and its slate. This must
ba put into proper relation to the consequences within
the working masses themselves. '

in a potemical way Engels concluded once that he
himsetl, the working man, the "nourisher of tha fami-
iy", “is tha bourgcisie within the family. The woman
represents the proletariat {compare Engels “The Origin
of the Family, Private Property and the Stata”).

£ngels shows the antagonism between men and
women in refalion to class dilferences:

“The first class anlagonism that appears in
history coincides with the development of the
antagonism between man and woman in ma-
nogamous marriage, and the first class op~
pression with that of the female sex by the

male."
{"The Origin of the Famiy, Private Prepaeny and tha State”,
1884, pg. 75)

The struggla of working women agains! oppression
often includes the very concrete conflict, the struggle
against her husband, who himself is a worker and
exploited and oppressed. On the one hand we must
increase awareness for actual causes and propagate
the necessary unity of women and men of the proteta-
riatin the struggle for overthrowing capilalism. Onthe
other hand, we canleave ne doubt that wa principatly
support the just struggle of women against oppression
- @ven whenit comes from her "own" husband. Thatis
a very concrele “art” to be develaped which will bring
quite a {few problems along with itself.

Two aspecis wate mentioned in the discussion for
the competling struggie agains! all backward ideolo-
gies which pravent ful involvement of working women
in revoiutionary work:

One ensues from that about which Lenin once very
clearly stated:

“We say that the emancipation of workers
must be effected by the workers themseives
and, in the exactly sameway, theemancipation
of working women is a matter for the working
women themselves.”

{L onin, “The Tasks of tho Warking Women's Movement”, 1619,
Lollected Works, Voluma 30, py. 44]

This means {emale workers themselves must fight
and overcome theirlack of self-trust and their passivi-
ty, particulary in political work. That's one side.

The other side is that male workers and especially
communists must fight and discard their arrogance
towards women, if they really desire to fight with re-
volulionary perspectives. Some men, who ook at
themselves as highly progressive and swear on “high
goals”, consider & beneath their dignily, for exampie,
te dig in at home with supposed “women's work” and
don't notica that their masculine point of view towards
theirown wives sabotages the struggle against capi-
tal, which can ba led successiully only in common
effort, Clara Zatkin wrote in her “Memeories of Lenin™
that Lenin did see here an aspect of revolutionary
education and raising of consciousness. in conversa-
tion with her he emphasized:

“Qureommunistwork among themassesof
women, our palitical work among them, inelu-
des a large portion of educational work among
men. We must destroy the old "male stand-
point” down to the last, finest roots - in the
Party and in the masses.”

(Clara Zethan, " Mernones of Lenin™, eited from: *Die kommunisti-
sche Revolubon und die Befreivng der Frau'”, MLSK Wien, pg. 105)
{Excerptfrom: Documents of the First Party Canle-
rence of "Gegen die Strémung” (4) - Report on tha
Course of Discussion Regarding the Programmatic
Resolution of the First Party Conference, GDS No.
49, April, 1990, 40 pgs, ADM/32)

gle, the bourgesise can take back their cencessions, the
achieviments of earlier struggles. That's the main reason
why today, after decade-long struggles for improving the
situation of working weomen, it's still (or once again) a
quastion of basic demands raised by the proletariat more
than a hundred years ago.

| Agenuineliberation of women under the conditions
| of capitalism isn't possible! Even with the greatest
‘ sucesses in the strupgle for a formal equality within
| capitaiism, working women are explgited and op-
| pressed!

The Example of the
Revolutionary Women of the
Paris Commune

The entire histery of the strugple of the oppressed against
the oppressor, the exploited against the exploiter, shows
that women take part in revolutionary struggles, indeed,
ofien played an especially decisive and courageous role.

The revolutionary women of the Paris Commune, who
together with the werkers of Paris defied the counterrevo-
lutton; the parsicipation of wemen in the socialistic Octo-
ber Revolution, the armed struggle of anti-fascist women
in European countries, who together with

More current than ever is Clara Zetkin's fornulation:

*“The victory of the prolelariat by means of revoluliona.
ry mass sctions and civil wor is impossible without the
putpesciul and unerring, rendy for any socrifice, fighling
nnd dediceted partipation of women Irom workadoy peo-
ples... The congquering of polilical pawer by the proletn-
rigt most aiso be ag oct of frmly dedicnted communist
women of the prole lariat.””

{Clara Zetkin, "*Guidelins for the communicl women's movement™,
19203
As long as the imperalistic bourgeoisie succeeds in split-
ting male and female members of the proletariat; a5 long as
working wormen are not active in struggles against the im-
perialistic system: as long as women and men workers
don’t fight together against their cormmon engmy, the im-
perialistic bourgeoisie, against imperialism at all, they wiil
never be able to achieve a decisive victery in this great
strugple.

Only Communism Brings Real
Liberation of Women!

The origin and development of oppression of women is
closely linked with the origin of private ownership of the
means of production, with the splitting of society into
exploiter and exploited, is linked with the erigin of thestate

as teol of the ruling exploiter

anti-fascist men drove back the occupying
Nazis; the revolttionary woinett in strug-
gle for liberation from imperialism and
feudalism in oppressed countries give us
inspiration in our own struggle.

Andthat at this moment in time when the
western beurgeoisiecelebrates its *'victory
over world communism'” - that means in
reality a victory over a bad copy of capita-
lism under ‘‘socialistic jackets'', For the
new masters, the Khrushchevs, Brezhnevs
and Gorbackovs, have destroyed all so-
cialistic achievinents of the October Revo-
tution, Basic sieps for the complete libera-
tion of women in the socialistic Soviel
Union under the leaderskip of Lenin and
Stalin were undone.

Frederic Engels
The Origin of the Family,

Private Property
and the State
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class for holding down the op-
pressed classes.

All exploitive societies till now
have been characterized by 2
special exploitation and oppres-
sion of women. Only in comma-
nism, aferthe elimination of the
exploiterctass and the disappear-
ance of the remaining c¢lass dif-
ferences, willthe disadvantaging
of women be completely elimi-
nated.

Butthe road from a capitalistic
exploitive society to communism
i long and difficult First with
the overthrow of the imperiali-

stic bourgeoisic in a proletarian

revolution, the violznt shattering of the state apparalus and
the achievemen of the dominance of womnen and men wor-
kess, the dictatorship of the proletariat, will preconditions
be created to systematically fight and climinate oppression
andl unequal reamnent of women.

Clara Zetkin says: in that comnmunism

“climinales privale ewncrship by these menns, it elimi-
nates the causes of subjugalion and exploitation ol people
by peopie, thesociul controdiction betweenrich and poor,
explaiter and cxploited, ruling and oppressed, and thus
also the economic nnd sociol cantradletions between men
and women.”

(C. Zetin, “"Guidelines for he communirl wamen's fovement™,
itid, pg. 106}
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