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“After its defeat, Germany will of course
be disarmed, economlically as well as mliita-
rily and politically. It would, however, be
naive to suppose that Germany would not
attempt to regaln its power and to move
toward renewed aggression, it is well-known
that those who wield power In Germany are
even now arming for & new war, History has
shown that a brief period of time, only 20 to
30 years, is sufficlent for Germany to reco-
ver from her defeat and reestablish her
power."

{Stalin, “The 27th Anniversary of the Greal Socialist
October Revolution," Nov. § 1844, collecled works,
voluma 14, pg. 357, German edition)

e L

50 years ago, German imperialism attacked the then-
socialist Soviet Union:

No Illusions About
West/German Imperialism!

With the Naz-German attack on the socialist Soviet Union on June 22, 1941, Gennan imperialism
was pursuing a number of far-reaching goals. Afier having successfully forced its program of a *"New
Orderin Europe'* upos almost all of Europe by means of war and terror, and having transformed that
area into its own hinterland, it saw that the time was now ripe to deal with the Seviet Union, the most
powerful opponent of that program and the most decisive road-block on the path to world domination.

From the very outset, the Nazis made no secret of the fact that what, in their jargon, they called the
**Jewish-Bolshevik World Conspiracy,”” was their main enemy. Blood-thirsty anti-communism and
barbaric racial hatred were characteristics and phenomena of Naz fascism and accompanied the fascist
**campaigns of extermination.”” Underthis banner, they implemented the enslavement of other peoples
under the knout of German imperiatism, and the exploitation ef their resources. These goals could only
ba campletely implemented by means of the complete crushing of the socialist Soviet Union. For the
Soviet Union, in which the system of exploitation and oppression of the working people, the system
of the enslavement and humiliation of peoples, had been removed, was a source of altraction and an
example for the exploited and appressed throughout the worid.

German imperialism was possessed of & war ma-
chine big enough to match these ambitions, and this
was launched against the Soviet Union. The military
machine that was set in motion on June 22, 1941 in
order to roll over the Soviet Unioain a *'Blitzirieg™”
was the greatest that had ever been committed 10 a
military operation in history. Some 3.8 million sol-
diers were comritted; they required 17,000 railway
trains to transport them to the front. The army of
conquast was equipped with 600,000 motor vehicles,
3000 1anks, 7000 artitlery pieces and 2000 aircraft.

Not only the dimensions of the commitment of
soldiers and materiel, but aiso, and more imporantly,
the principles according o which war was to be waged
made it clear that from the very outset a campaign of
annthitation against the system of socialism by means
of murderous terror against the peoples of the Soviat
Union had beenr meticulously plannied and was being
carried out with **German efficiency.’” These princi-
ples included:

the systemnatic extermination of the Jewish popuia-
tion under the slogan **Final Solution of the Jewish
Question’; the extermination of the civilian popula-
tion of major cities such as Leningrad and Moscow
through starvation and bombardment; resettlement
and forced removal of the rural population accompa-
nied by mass shootings and planned mass death; syste-
matic murder of prisoners of war through forced laber,
strvaton, firing squads and poison gas; ruthless murder
of civilian and military *‘commissars'’ - Le., all com-
munists; the shooting of hostages in order to break
popular resistance to Nazi barbarism (100 civilians

shot in retaliation for each German invader killed); the
express exemption of all army personnel from laws,
and freedom from prosecution for crimes committed
against partisans or the civiliar population; the drag-
ging off of those parts of the population which were
stiil capable of working to foreed fabor - to *"annihila-
tion by fabor™'; planned theft of tie wealth of the
country and unlimited exploitation of the industrial
and agricultural production, with the calculation that
civilians would starve and freeze to death by the
millions.

made every effort to leave behind nothing but “*scor-
ched earth'” asg it withdrew from the Soviet Union.

But Nazi Germany had miscaicuiated, The German
imperialists had stretched their greedy jaws to far
open, in order to swattow the Soviet Union, but the
morsel was too large. German Communist leader Ernst
Thilmann's words, hurled at his tormentors in Bran-
denburg Penitenatiary, were proven to be acourate:
*'Stalin will break Hitler's back."’

The West/German
imperialists and the
Gorbachev revisionists cannot
erase the memory of the
Soviet Union’s just war for
the defense of socialism and
for the liberation of the
peoples!

One of the main Nazi stopaas used to justify their
whole rapacious war - aside from the openly imperia-
listic theory of **Gesundstossen'’ by means of the theft
of the wealth of other peoples and the theory of the
*lack of living space’” - was the ‘'struggle against
Boishevism,”' against the supposed " dictatorship of
Sulin," against the spread of commupism. One aspect
ot the other would be emphasized as the situation
required; in this way, the war of conquest was ideo-
logically prepared and later publicly justified.

After the defeat of the Nazis in World War 11, this
tradition was continued, Although they had been ship-
wrecked, their ideology had not been ost. German
imperiatism was indeed defeated, but it was far from
smashed; on the contrary, it came hack to life. In West
Germany, capital grew stronger with each passing
year, and recreated an army of aggression, tie Bundes-
wehr, in the tradition of the Wehrmacht. And once

Thus instructed, the German Wehsmacht, sup-
ported by the $§ "“Einsatzgruppen’” {*‘opera-
tiona} groups''), sallied forth 1o remove the
power of the working class in the Soviet Union,
10 break the resistance of the working people
against the fascist invaders and 1o win a victory
for the crusade against communism,

The German invaders waded through a sea of
blood and destruction: 20 million Soviet citi-
zens became victims of the war, over 700,000
Soviet Jews were either shot outright or mur-
dered in the extermination camps with poison
gas. In the occupied territories, 15 major cities
and more than 1700 smaller towns, as well as
some 70,000 villages were entirely or partially
devastated. The destruction of 6 million hous-
es left 25 miflion people homeless. A third of
the cultivated fand reverted to wasteland, al-
most half the indusirial capacity was destroyed.
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As their defeat loomed, the Nazi monster

“The Russian must die 50 that we may iive” — the banfe cry of faszist German

Waehrmacht in its attack on Stalin’s socialist Soviet Union,



again, the guiding slogan used 1o justify a war against
“the East’” was the **struggle against commudism. '
Gerrnan imperialism's war of 1939-1943 was descri-
bedas **bad’ (especiatly the fact that it had been lost),
but, it was added, Stalin had not been one iota better
than Hitler.

Teday, these products of the poison-plant of anti-
commueist are being warmed over in order to slander
the just character of the Soviet Union under Stalia. In
thisregard, it is especially the West/German imperia-
lists who, as a quid-pro-quo [or billions in credits, are
receiving supporting fire from the Gorbachev revi-
sionists who ~ following in the foolsteps of Khrusk-
chev - will stoap to any “exposé’”, any slander in order
tosell the capitalist-revisionist system of exploitation
in the Soviet Unjon as an *‘ajternative’ to sacialism
under the leadership of Stalin.

For West/German imperialism, this is not only use-
fulas confirmation of its decade-old propaganda clai-
ming that soctalism cansot work and amounts to
nothing more thas *'totalitarianism.'* They have coal-
ly calculated it as a means 1o dilute and justify the
crimes of German imperialism, which are supposed to
sink into oblivion, and of obscuring the historical
coatinuity of German imperialism up to the presest
day.

Inreality, he victory of the Soviet Union over Nazi
fascism cannot be separated from the fact that the
Soviet Union was engaged in a just war of liberation
against German occupation in order to defend social-
ism. Tt was this moecal superiority which gave rise in the
peoples of the Soviet Union to that great confidence in
vietory which Stalin had expressed as early as halfa
year after the attack by the Nazi armies:

“The mere fuct that the German robbers, who
have loest all human appearance, have long-since
sunken to the level of wild beasts in their moral
depravity, this fact alone indicates that they
have becn delivered to inevitable defeat.”’
{Stalin, *“The 24th Anniversary of the Great Social-
ist October Revolution,'* Nov, 8§ 1941, coliected
works, volume 14, pg. 234 German edidon)

But this was not the only reasen, and not even the
most important reason, why the smashing of the Soviet
Union by the greatest military machine in hisiory was
doomed to fail. True, the Soviet Union and the Red
Army suffered great osses at the outset of the war, and
the fascist Wehrmacht was able to fight its way to the
outskirts of Moscow. But in the loag run, it was
inevitable that factors which made the socialist system
of the Soviet Union superior to impertalist-capitadist
Nazi Germany would take effect.

The Victory over Nazi
Fascism is inseparably tied to
the name of Stalin!

For the peaples of the Soviet Union were not only
fighting against an external enemy who was destroy-
ing their country, they were also fighting for their
power and for their revolutiorary accomplishments. fn
the socialist Soviet Union of that day, the factory
owners bad been dispossassed, the national economy
had been resurrected after the first years of the civil
war, and with greas effogt, heavy industry had beer
buih. The exploitation of the warking class had been
removed, and the exploiters were preventéd by dicta-
terial means by the majority of the peoples of the
Soviet Unioa fromrenewing their exploitation of the
working people. In the countryside, the bloodsuckers
of the rural workers and small peasants, the rich-
peasant kulaks, were dispossessed and deprived of
tnlluence ina gigantic mass movement. By and larga,
national oppression was efiminated; residual elerments
of it were being combatied.

This is the most fundamental reasen why Soviet
power was successful in creating a strong fink between

the rear arcas and the front, a link between military,
industrial and agricultuml production for the front and
supply of the civilian poputation, and why it was able
1o organize the cooperation of the Red Army and the
partisan units for the liberation of the country, and to
create that close tie between the peoples of the Soviet
Union with their political and military leadership
which formed Ue basis for the victory over fascism.
This victory is very closely tied to the name of Stalin.

The war against the Hitler army was not conducted
by the Soviet Usion only in its own interests. Rather,
the Soviet Union carried the main burden of the
strugple for the kiberation of the peoples of the world
from Nazi fascism. Ultimately, the German people,
100, who had borm such a great share of co-responsibil-
ity for the crimes of the Nazis, were liberated by the
Red Army.

The socialist Soviet Union of Stalin had broken the
back of the Hiler gang - that is what the German
imperialists will never fargive him for.

Ever-stronger West/German
Imperialism - an aggressive
Imperialist Great Power
and a Source of Wars
in its own Right!

When, on May 8 1943, the Red Flag fiutterad above
the Reichstag in Berlin, German imperialism was
beaten but not smashed. The capitalist system was
unaffected in western Germany. With the support of
the imperialist western powers, who, after 1943, very
quickly betrayed the commonly-formulated goals of
the Antt-Hitier-Coalition and puriured badly-woua-
ded German imperialism back to health, particularly
against Stalin’s Soviat Union, it was very soon possi-
ble to get back oa the old road to power and glory.
Thus, Stadin’s prediction, made even before the end of
the war {in 1944), in which he had warned of just such
adevelopment, was proven true.

Today, a great degree of political blindness is neces-
sary in order to avoid seeing that West/German impe-
rialism has long since become, once again, a great
power, economically, politicatly and militarily, which
is striving for world domination in competition with
other imperiaiist great powers such as the USA, the
Soviet Union, Britain and France. Greadily, this impe-
rindist greal power is thirsting for reveage for the defeat
inflicted upon the Nazi fascists, and is preparing for a
war for the redivision of the waorld, for spheres of
influence and for markets.

With the process of annexation of the GDR and West
Beriin, which kas beer pushed forward considerably,
West/German imperialism has successfully imple-
manted the imperialist project of '‘reunification,"’
which it has pursued for decades, and has on a large
scale expanded its power over all of Gernaay. In doing
50, it was able to largely cancel the limitations which
had resulted from the unconditionai surrender of Nazi
Germany, and thus {c gain a free hand.

Today, its troops are once again on the Polish border,
which had been invaded by the Nazi-fascist German
Wehrmachit at the beginning of World War Il and had
been subjected to a reign of murderous terror, The
Federal Republic has never recognized Poland's post-
war Oder-Neisse boundary asjust.

Itis not only that the army of West/German imperi-
alism, which in all respects stands in the tradition of
Prussian militarism, and is characterized by the spirit
of revenge and great-German chauvinism, has ad-
vasniced eastward, and is becoming active even intema-
tionally - albeit mostly in **humanitarian’’ disguise.
The **peaceful’’ permeatian of influence into Poland
and other countries of eastern Europe, including the
Soviet Union, is also an unmistakable facet of the

growing aggressiveness of West/German imperialism,
revisionism and miitarism,

The large-scale impiemnentation of the process of in-
corporation of the GDR and the additional political
and cconomic advance into eastera Europe - which
fave been given further impetus through the collapse
of the revistonist-capitalist regimes - has further in-
creased the danger of war caused by West/German
imperialistm,

Since the Soviet Union abandoned the socialist road
after Stalin’s death and took the capitalist road, Sta-
lin's warnings of *‘new aggression'” by a restrengthe-
ned Germany bear repetition all the more urgently, and
should be recognized to the full extent of their impti-
cations. For today, the strong socialist power on which
(German imperialism once broke its fangs, no longer
exists!

Vigilance and irreconcilable
Struggle!

West/German tmperialism, revanchism and militar-
ismn is a great power on the move. The attack ou the
Soviet Union by German imperialism 30 years ago, the
unspeakable enormity of the mass murder, destruction
and devastation which it perpetrated with this war,
must be kept awake in our consciousness as the unfor-
gettabde proof of its criminal nature,

The thread of German history hag not been cut. West/
Grerman imperialism stands in the tradition of Nazi
fascism, forthe system of Garman imperialism which
gave tise to it has never been smashed.

Tha system of West/German imperialism rests upon
exploitation and oppression of the vast majority of the
populaticn by a minority of capitalists. It oppresses
other peoples, plunders themnand threatens them with
war, As soon as the interests of the exploiting class
demard it, the worn-out bourgeois-democratic mask
will be completely thrown off.

Drawing Iessons from the past therefore means’
above all:

The working class in West Germany must prepare
for the proletarian revolution, a merciless civil war
againstthe exploiters and theirfackeys, and the estab-
lishinent of the dictatorship of the proletariat - without
any illusions about West/German imperialism!

Death to West/German imperialism,
revanchism and militarism!
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BUCHLADEN
Georgi Dimitroff
Koblenzer Sir.4, Frankfurt/M.

#* Anti-fascist, anti-imperalist literature

# Works of MARX, ENGELS, LENIN,
STALIN

% Writings of communism and the Com-
munist [nternational

% Publications of the Manxstisch-Lenini-
stische Partei Osterreichs, the “Westber-
liner Kommunist” and “Gegen die Strd-
mung”

available in many languages

OPEN:
Wednesday through Friday 3:30pm - 6:30pm;
Salurdays 8am - 2pm.
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

Bruckar, Herausgebar und verantwortiicher Radakteur; K, Kiimkait, Koblenzer Strafla 4, 6000 Frankiurt/M.



