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A Nazi Criminal And His Career: Nazi Officer - Official of the Revisionist SED
{Socialist Unity Party of Germany) - Top-Level Social Democrat Politician

What the ‘“Just Case”

Shows Us

Gustav Just, a former high-ranking SED official and current Social Democrat politician, had
te resign as President by seniority of and Represcentative in the State Parliament of Brandenburg
{former GDR). It had leaked cut that Just was a volunteer in the Nazi-Wehrmacht when German
imperialism attacked the Soviet Union; Gustav Just participated in the murder of Jewish
prisoners stately-organized by the Nazis in the USSR. The circumstances of his resignation says
a great deal about the way Nazi War Crimes are dealt with by the press of West/German
imperialism: they systematically play them down or hush them up altogether. But these
circumstances aiso teil us about the way the SED suppressed and hushed up the memory of Nazi
crimes in the Soviet Oceupied Zone and the GDR.

SPD and CDU - Their
“Indignation” About Untried
Nazi Criminals Is Pure
Hypocrisy

The **Just Case'’ demonstrates that Gustav Just’s
Nazi erimes are only used as **small change" in
the panty political squabbling between the SPD,
CDU and all the othar parties in Bonn.

Hushing up the Nazi past of people
“from their own ranks' and “unmask-
ing’’ Nazi criminals in other parties if
party politics reqguire it - that’s the hy-
pocritical morals of both CDU and SPD.

Thus it's only jogical that neither party wants
Just brought to count or given a just punishment.
Both CDU ard SPD, as well as the other parties of
West/German imperdalism, are fully in favor of
the current “legal nilings'” by the Federl Supreme
Couzt. The Court stated that in all trials against
Nazi criminals the ‘necessity to abey orders’ be
taken into account, t.e. if a Nazi committed his
crimes “‘acting under orders'’, he is not consi-
dered 2 murderer but can only be accused of
““acting as an accessory 1o muarder’’. That meam
then as now that some of the worst Nazi criminals
are protecied. It means that in West Gernmany
acarly all of them escaped their just punishment -
oftenberause, according to West German *"law™”,

“‘being an accessory to murder’’ came under the
Statote of Limitations.,

State Prosecutor Lehmann in Frankfurt/Oder,
said in an interview about the *‘Just Case’":

“Even if one implicd that he acted out of
racial hatred, his crimes come under the statu-
te of limitations.”’

(TAZ, March 10, 1952)

So by pleading **expiration’’ a charge against
Just in this maiter could be prevented - this is a
continvation of the policy of non-punishmeat and
rehabilitation of Nazi criminals in West Germany.

The *“Just Case’’ - a Ploy {o
Divert Attention From the
Rehabilitated Nazi Criminals
in West Germany

The **Just Case’ was also a means 1o divert
aitention away from the long history of known
Nazi criminals able to continue in West Germany
their careers from Nazi times without any inter-
nuption.

It's intended to be kept guiet that there was a
qualifative difference in the way Denazification
was carried out in the first years after 1945 in the
Soviet Occupied Zone/GDR on the one hanad., and
the Wesiern occupied zones/FRG on the other.

Solidarity With the

Just Struggle of the
Kurdish people!

The supplying of tanks to the Turkish regima
by the West/German imperialists for sup-
pressing the liberation struggle of the Kur-
dish people is another proot that West/
German imperialism sidas with counter-re-
volution whereever revolutionary movements
start to formi

Some Wast/German imperialist army offi-
cars and politicians were so clumsy that the
secret tank delivary lsaked out. However,
the palicy of supplying arms to the Turkish
regime is not only suppiemaentad by hypo-
ctitically “condemning” the bombardment -
mainly in Turkey - of Kurdish territory in
order to present the tank supplies as a
“sip”, This hypoacrisy has several other
motives: First, it serves to hush up the
direct participation of West/German impa-
tialism in the decade-long poficy of oppres-
sing the Kurdish people in Turkey. Second,
the fiberation struggie of the Kurds has -
uncer the leadership of the FKK, whose
theory and practice should be discussed by
avery revolutionary force - assumed such
proportions in Tutkey that WestGerman
imperialism is forced to reckon with itas an
important factor. Thus it wants to influence
the Kurdish liberation struggie by flattering
in accordance with s own interests and to
use that struggle in the long term as an
instrument in the intra-imperialist struggle,
mainly against US imperialism.

The ofd story of the criminal who's outra-
ged when another efiminal cails him a crook
repeatad itself after the hypocritical protests
of West/German imperialists - Genscher
above all - against the murderous bembard-
ments of Kurdish tarritory in Turkey: the
Turkish murderers immediately answered,
telling West/German imperialists to quit rying
{o be the upholder of moral standards, since
in their own country they don't treal “their
palitical prisoners™ with kid gloves either,
They said that evarybody knew that Baader,
Raspe, Meinha! and Ensslin, members of
the RAF (Red Army Faction}, were killed by
state organs in West/German prisons! If's
as Manx once said: When criminais bicker,
tha truth fs revealed!

it's our task to tirelessly expose the reac-
tionary and counter-revolutionary double
tactics of West/German imperialism. Today
they are pleased to present themselves as
the “saviour” of the Kurdish peaple in order
to deprive the Kurdish struggla of its revoiu-
tionary power and to use it for their own
interasts,

Strengthen Qur Solidarity
With the Kurdish Comrades!

Death to West/German
Imperialism, Militarism and
Revanchismi

Gegen die Sirbmung, 10.4.62




The SED (Socialist Unity Party of Germany) and Denazification:
Merits - Mistakes - Betrayals

Defend the Successes of Denazi-
fication in the Soviet Occupied
Zone/GDR

During the first years of the SCZ and the GDR
after 1945 the implementation of the Potsdam
Treaty achieved - under Red Army control and
with their crucial support - great success. This,
and in particular these definite achievements in
Denazification, must be defended against alt
Wast/Garman imperialist slander and fies:

More than 12 000 Nazls were convie-
ted in court, $5% of them between 1945
and 1950; 118 war criminals were sen-
tenced to death and executed. During
Denazification in the SOZ/GOR 500060
persons lost thelr positions and 70% of
all teachers and the majority of the
more than 2000 judges and public pro-
secutors were dismissed.

Thesewereimportant achievementsthat could
have served as a basis for funher, more far-
reaching Denazification in the GDR.

Expo;_se the Mistakes in Denazifi-
. cation in the GDR

itsconbecame evident, however, thatthe SED
didn't cansistently follow up what they had begun
inthe first years and even made crucial mistakes
in Denazification.

As early as Ocleber 1849, the SED executive
committee recommended 1o state organs of the
GOR:

“The SED executive commitiee praposes
to the organs of the German state that they:

a) grant a general amnesty to former mem-
pers of the NSDAP {German Nazi Party)
with the exception of lhose serving senten-
ces.”

{Documents of the SED, Berlin 1962, Volume 2,
pg. 370}

That opened a door to accept Nazi party offi-
cials into the state apparatus of the GDR and
even within the SED.

This decision by the SED executive commillee
in 1949 was totally wrong. It signalled that the
SEB, in their effor! to influence the masses, ook
tha false path of currying favor with the Nazi-
influanced portion of the masses.

This decision shows that it's absoiutely essen-
tial 1o mercilessly expose the decisive mistakes
in SED history - and particutarly those made in
the first fewyears. These mistakes contributedto
the revisionist fith, betrayal, nationalism and
fawning to West/German imperialism which came
from the SED in the years that {ollowed up till
today.

The SED Betrayal of the Anti-
tascist Struggle

After _Stalin's death in 1953 the revisicnist Krush-
chav clique was able o capture crucial positions

within the CPSU and the Sovie! Stale apparatus.
Revisionist decay within the CPSU proceaded guick-

.

This siiuation also infusnced communist and worker
parties in other countries. The revisionist canker
within the SED, which had been aliowed 10 spread
more and more until 1953, burst after Stalin’s death.
That was also the basis for the beginning belrayal of
the antifascist struggle.

In 1946 Stalin was asked by a bourgeois reprasen-
tative ofthe press how far ona should go in persecu-
ting Nazicriminals of the second rank, Stalin replied:

“The further, the better.”
(Stalin, Works, Volume 15, pg. 82 German edition)

Soon after Stalin's death in 1953 nothing was left
of this goat in the GDR and within the SED. There
was a deep break and disgusling “competition”
betwean the GDA's Prime Minister and the SED
leadership on the one hand and the Adenauer re-
gime on the other, about who would “successfutly”
achiave the release of German war criminals from
the Soviet Union.

The govemnment of West German imperialismwith
Adenauer atthairtop had, in a large-scale campaign
in 1954/55, mobilized “public opinion” in West Ger-
many in favour of an amnesty for the roughiy 9,000
war criminals still impriscned in the Soviet Union.
They stood a good chance 1o achieve their goal,
bacause in the Soviet Union, the revisionist clique
around ¥Krushchev had gained ground in the slate
apparatus and in the CPSU.

Adenauer's caii for diplomatic refations with the
Soviat Union {(without a peace treaty!} was linked
with economic bail and with the demand that the
9000 Gennan war criminals be released.

Amacngthose who were opposadiothese conces-
sions was the then Prime Minister of the Soviel
Union, Bulganin. In September 1955 he righitly justi-
fied the necessity of keeping Nazi criminals impris-
oned it the USSR:

“There are no German prisoners of war in the
Soviet Union. Ali German prisoners of war have
baen released and have returnad. Inthe Soviet
Union there are only war criminais from the
Hitler Army, criminals, who were tied by Soviet
courts because of particularly grave crimes
against the Soviel people, against peace and
against humanily. in reality, there were 9626
such persons in our counlry on Seplember 1.
Butthese are people thal, according io the laws
and niles of humanity, belong behind bars...They
are violent criminals, arsonists and murderers
of wornen, children and old people. They were
tried by Soviet courts according lo their actions
and cannot be regarded as prisoners of war"
{From the dectaration by Prime Minister Bulganin of
Sepl. 10, 1955)

But the revisionist traitor Krushchev ool Adenau-
er's bail and his policy of releasing the German war
criminals in the Soviet Union prevailed.

Wilhelm Pleck, co-founder of the KPD {German
Communist Party) and high-ranking SED official,
also supported the refease of German war criminals
in the Soviet Union. In August 1955 he sent a letter
to Woroschilow, chairman of the committae of the
Supreme Soviat of the USSHA, which stated:

“{ therefore feetthat the time has come for
me to turn 1o the commitiee of the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR with an official recom-
mendation on the par of the German De-
mocratic Republic for an early release of ail
former prisoners of war servingthair senten-
ce in the Soviet Union and for their return 1o
their homes,”

(From the letter by Pieck to Waroschilow on Ocle-
ber 31, 1858)

And indeed, on September 28, 1955, the Su-
preme Soviel decided to release BB77 war orimi-
nals to the GDR and to Wes! Germany, Only 749
murderers convicted of especially severe crimes
were 10 serve their remaining sentence in West
German or GDR prisons. (“Neues Deutschiand”,
Sept. 30, 1855}

Naturally, those war criminals who arrived in
West Germany were released immediately.

But even in the GDR all 3300 war criminals
who'd had been turned over by the Soviet Union
were pardoned as early as 1856, (ibid, June 6,
19586)

Not only were leading SED officials concerned
abou! the well-being of Nazi murderers, but Gra-
tewchl, Prime Minister ofthe GDR, even boasted
about this being a "great achieverent”. in Sep-
tarmber, 1955 he celebratedtha “success™ ofhis,
i.e.the GDA's efforts for the Nazi murderers aver
Adenauver:

“This once and for all dastroys the legend
of Mr. Adenauer as beingthe first German to
act on this matter in Mescow, We'd aiready
been working on it in a quiet, selfless and
successiul way for years, when Mr, Adenau-
ar was stilf heavily engaged in his excessive
propaganda on the so-cafled issue of war
prisoners.”

{From Grotewohi's declaration of Sept. 26, 1855)

Pieck's and Grotewoh!'s “commitment” {o the
question of the German war criminals was an
outrageous lack of characler and a milestone on
the SE{¥'s path to a total loss of morals!

The Soviet Communist Party's 20th Conlaren-
ce in 1958, which established a revisionist party
tine,is a furtherstep inthe process oftha counter-
revolutienary decay of the Communist Parly and
atso of the SED. The SED took up the line of the
201h Parly Conference. That paved the way lor
their complaete transformation inte a revisionist
party in the 1950s, for the transformation of the
GOR inta a revisionist and capitalist country. As
aresull, old Nazis were ever more unscrupulous-
ly appointed to important offices in the 1960s,
particularly in the GDR propaganda apparatus
but also in the SED itself - as has amply been
praved.

W W




Taexposethis ployit's necessary to
revealalsothe continuity of the perso-
neil from Nazi fascism o the West/
Germanimpertalist system. Herearea
few careers of Nazi criminals in West
Germany after 1945 in government
and business; a few highlights from
this unbroken tradition:

Krupp, Abs and Flick -
Representatives of German
Menopoly Capital

Gegen die Strémung No 58, 44 pp, DM 4 (only available in German)
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financial capital is the main factor to
blame for the crimes of NaxA fascism.

During Nazi fascism, the represen-

The *Call of the Central Committee of the
KPD of June, 1945

The Potsdam Agreement

The Founding of the SED

The ‘Special German Path’ to Socialism
The Fight Against Nazi Ideology

Regarding the Character of State Power in
the Soviet Occupation Zone/GDR

Living Conditions in the GDR
The 1 7th of July, 1953

A DeeperStruggle Apainst German Ideolo-
gy

tatives of German monopoly capital,
Krupp, Abs and Flick, organized such
things as forced labor, the murderous program
**Destruction by Work'’, They equippedthe Nazi
Army with the most sophisticated weapons so that
they could lead their wars of conquest. German
monopoly capital thus eamed enormous profit.
Krupp, Abs and Flick are responsible for the
murder of hundreds of thousands of forced labo-
rers and millions of Soviet soldiers and civilians,
After 1945 they continued where they had left off
before 19435, After Krupp, Abs and Flick got
unscathed through the short period of the Nurem-
berg trials against leading Nazis, they again ear-
ned maximum profits with their old plants and
banks. They were aided by the West German state

and soon continued to exploit peoples of other
countries.

Globke: Co-Author and Commentator
of the Nuremberg ‘Race Laws’

In Nazi Germany. Globke was a ministry offi-
cialin the Ministry of the Interior of the Nazi state
apparatus. He was responsible for most of the
raciallaws againstthe Jewish population, the Sind
and Roma or other groups described as *‘racially
inferior” by the Nazis, He was co-author and
commentator of the racist ‘Nuremberg Laws’ of
1935. In 1949 he continued his carzer as State

Excerpt from a letter to the editorial collective of “Gegen die Strémung":

we have not found in the bourgeois press.

jargon were described as “bandits’}"".

We received a letter from 2 comrade in the former GDR containing information on Just's career which

On Just’s crimes and his career after 1945:

B In 1957 “it was revealed thatjusthad been involved in the shooting of six Jews in a Ukrainian village
in 1941, Just speaks of *Jewish bandits™, or at least “strangers’”’, possibly partisans {who in Nazi

M “in 1943 just was delegated tojoin a course for reserve officers and became a Heutenant. In 1946 he
applied for a ‘new teacher’s course’, not mentioning the fact that he was an officer. He was a new
teacher in Quedlinburg in 1946and then (in 1946 7} worked inthe local Quedtinburg party apparatus,
in the Executive Committee of the State of Sachsen- Anhalt and in the Culture Department of the
Central Committee. Later he was a sector leader in the SED's Central Committee and General
Secretary of the Writers” Association of the GDR, from 1955 Deputy Editor-in-Chief of “Der
Sonntag”. On the occasion of a visit to the FRG he met ofd war comrades.”

Until the day of his arrest, Just withheld the fact that he
had participated in war crimes in Nozi Wehrmacht. Only
some dinries found during a house search reveated the in-
formation thot Just, who had secretly nssumed lending
positions within the SED and the Writers® Associntion,
had participated in the shooting of Jews in the Ukraine.
This crime, however, was not an issue during his trial.

Neues Dewtschland, July 26, 1957,
{transiated)

{Excerpt from a report on the trial
*‘against four members of the group
Harich deseyibed as hogsiile 1o the stae™,
Justhad neverbeen calledio account
for his war erimes by the GDR's ocourts?)

Secretary under Adenauerandinthe CDUlintothe
1960s.

Nazi and Later West German
Chancellor Kiesinger

From 1933 1o 19435 Kiesinger was a member of
the Nazi party. From 1940 1o 1945 he worked in
the Foreign Ministry, Broadeasting Depanment,
as head of 2 propaganda depantment. There he was
involved in the **proper’” dissemination of Nazi
cooing about *peace’’, with the purpose of prepa-
ring the German imperalist wars of conguest. He
also dealt with racist propaganda, which helped o
prepare the Nazi extermination of other peoples.

In West Germany the career of the former Nazi
went even further up than during Nazi fascism.
Kiesinger was Chancellorin Bonn from 1966-69.

Nazi Judge Filbinger

During Nazi fascism Filbinger was a Navy Judge
and sentenced to death deserted sailors until shon-
ly before the end of the war.

In West Germany he started his political career
inthe 1960s. From 1960-66 he was Ministerofthe
Interiorin Baden-Wuertemberg and from 1966 to
1978 Prime Minister of this state.

S8 Schieyer

In Nazi times Schleyer headed the office of the
*Central Association of Industry in Bohemia and
Moravia'. In Nazi occupied Czechostovakia he
was the right hand man in economics for Hey-
drich, Head of the Secutity Depantment of the
Reich, Heydrich coordinated the exploitation and
extermination of Eurepean Jews, As head of this
Nazi organization, Schleyer hadthe task of squee-
zing ever higher maximum profits from the Cze-
chosiovakizn peoples. Schieyer had long been



sentenect to death a thousand times by the peoples
tiving ia Czechoslavakia and he narrowiy escaped
the partisan squad that executed Heydrch.

In West Gesmaay alter 19435 Schicyer sutonthe
bouards of numerous firms in West German mono-
poly industry. including Daimler-Benz, Until 1977
he was chairman of the West German ** Associa-
lion of Employers™.

The Partisan Hunter H. J. Vogel

In 1943 Vogel voluntarily enlisted in the Nazi
Wehnnacht and as a sergeant hunted antifascist
partisans in Northemn ltaly. In 1985 Vogel repor-
ted how - during the partisan hunt - he just closely
escaped his execution thanks to a priest:

“oowe were suddenty surrounded by armed
civilians. “That’s it!” I thought. We raised cur
hands. Death was just scconds away. At that
moment a Catholic priest with a waving cas«
sock went in between and tatked to the civi-
tians.”’

(Bild, May 5, 1585)

Vogel started his political career in West Ger-
many after 1945. He joined the SPD and became,
among other things, Minister of Justice in 1981
and was Chairman of the SPD uniil recently.

The Nazi Army Captain Richard von
Weizsaecker

During Nazi fascism he “‘served” in the **fa-
mous’ and infamous Prussian Infantry Regiment
Nr.9 of Petsdam as captain in the fascist German
Wehrmacht. He **fought’” in France, Peland and
inthe Soviet Union (atthe siege of Leningrad)and
inthe last days of the I World War was *'recom-

39 Former Nazis Holding impor-
tant Positions in the Revisionist
GDR of the 1960s

39 ehemalige Nazis in
wichtigen Positionen
der revisionistischen
DDR der 60er Jahre

Nachdruck aus  ciner
Dofumentation des **Bundes
judischer Verfolgter des
Nuziregimes™ (Osterreich)
vor 1968

Preis: 3 DM

Re-print of a Documentation Published
bythe ** Association of Jewish Victims of
Parsecution’ (Austria) of 1968

Price: DM 3

Available (only in Genman) from
Bookshop Georgi Dimitroff

in March Alone Three More Murders By Neo-Nazi Gangs!

Don’'t Underestimate the Nazi forces!

® In Githorn, 23-year-old Matthias Kna-
be was hunted and struck down by
neo-Nazi sking and then run over by a
car. After months in the hospital, he
dgied on March 4, 1932 from the conse-
guences of the murderous attack.

® In a refugee home in Rostock {former
GDA) 25 neo-fascist killers murdered
an 18-year-old Romanian by beating
him to death with baseball bats.

® On March 19, 1992, in Flensburg, an
old man who had spoken up against
the fascist views of a Nazi, was beaten
up and drowned in a harbor basin,

Three cases from a series of murders in
the last three months!

The sc-catled “public” hardly noticed
them. The groups that fight against neo-
Nazls are exposed 1o grave terror by the
police, the West German state and olten
they are fragmented and weak. The extent
of “habituation” to Nazi murders and the
lack of militant and centrally organized
actions against this murderous Nazi terror
invalving tens of thousands of people are
a striking sign of the weakness of the revo-
tutionary movement in West Germany!

One of our priority tasks in build-
ing up a strong communist par-
ty is to form in practical terms
an effective anti-fascist front
against the Nazi murderers!

mended for the *Army Leaf of Honor' because of
extraordinary bravery''(Bild, May 7, 1985). We
know what the Nazis meant by “bravery’’:
“‘bravery'’ at murdering innocent civilians, at
hunting panisans, at shooting hostages, etc. To-
day Weizsaeckeris Presidenmt of the West German
state,

Fight For Just Punishment of
Nazi Criminals

It must be realized without illusions that large
numbers of Nazi criminals got away without being
punished. They either fled by the hundreds of
thousands to other countries immediately after
1945, or by means of amnesties granted in West
Germany at least from the 1950s onwards. The
GDR'sshareinthe persecution and punishment of
Nazi criminals, is also smailer than many as-
sumed, although they’ ve mainly been protectedin
Waest Germany.

Everything must be done to lead Nazi criminals
still alive to the punishment they deserve.

The challenge in the ideclogical civil war against
West/German imperialism Hes in the fact that the
**Just Case’', like so many other “‘cases’, is part
of a large-scale campaign on the part of West/
German imperalism which qualifies, plays down
or sutright denys crimes committed by Nazi fas-
cism. It's the duty of all revolutionary and com-
munist forces to expose the unbroken tradition of
German imperialism - without making conces-
sions like the revistonist SED did towards West/
German imperialism.

Basic Revolutionary Tasks

The tasks in question are much more far-rea-
ching. They're concerned with the destruction of
the system of wolrdimperialistnin general andthe
German imperialism in particular, which brought
about Nazi facism. This must take place in prole-
tarian revolution through the armed struggle of

the working class and its allies. {t can only be
achieved with a communist party that:

*  works through and evaluates all interna-
tional experiences of the communist and wor-
king class movement.

%  basesitself on the principles of the theory
of scientific communism, but which also eva-
luates very thorcughly the entire history of
Germany and uses this evaluation for analy-
sing today’s times and tasks.

%  Without removing alt the reactionary junk
produced by the West/German imperialist fal-
sifiers of history and by the SED revisionists as
well, there won’t be & communist party with
really clear ohjectives that will win the confi-
dence of the majority of the revelutionary
working class, under whose leadership the
proletarian revolution will be carried out.

BUCHLADEN
Georgi Dimitroff
Koblenzer Str. 4, Frankfurt/M.

* Anti-fascist, anti-imperialist literature

* Works of MARX, ENGELS, LENIN,
STALIN

#% Writings of communism and the Com-
munist international

% Publications of the Marxistisch-Lenini-
stische Partet Osterreichs, the "Westber-
liner Kommunist” and “Gegen die Stro-
mung”
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